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• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
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Sick Leave
administration would sell out the resi-
dents of this community with this
settlement.”

Mr. Hudak predicted that Gover-
nor Chris Christie would not use the
money on cleanup efforts but instead
as a “one-time budget fix,” “short-
changing this community, short-
changing the environment and leav-
ing a future budget hole.”

At a town hall meeting last week,
Governor Christie defended the settle-
ment, saying the $225 million is on
top of what ExxonMobil will pay to
return the land back to state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
standards. He said there is no cap on
what Exxon will pay to fix the land
and the state will determine when it is
cleaned up.

Planning Bd. Postpones
Vote on Townhouse Devel.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The planning board
has postponed a vote to memorialize
its decision to grant final site plan
approval for a nine-townhouse de-
velopment off Fourth Avenue. The
delay was a result of an unclear mo-
tion and several typographical errors
in the resolution.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser ex-
plained at the March 11 meeting that
while the application by Angela and
Sandro Villaraut sought preliminary
and final site plan approval, several
changes to the blueprints were man-
dated by board members, such as
replacing the garbage area with a
gazebo and shortening second-story
terraces to remain within setback re-
quirements.

When the motion was put forth for
a vote at the board’s January 28 meet-
ing, it was merely for “site plan ap-
proval” with no stipulation for pre-
liminary or final approval.

Therefore when Mr. Fraser drafted
the resolution, he stated it was for
preliminary approval.

“I wasn’t going to make that deci-
sion on a matter of such public inter-
est,” Mr. Fraser told the board.

The project already is the subject
of a lawsuit by four Garwood resi-
dents, including a sitting member of
the planning board, Bruce Paterson,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, David Corbin. The plaintiffs
are disputing the board’s decision
last year to grant a variance that al-
lowed the Villarauts to proceed with
the project despite the area being
zoned for three single-family homes.

Mr. Fraser said he expects a sched-
ule for legal briefs in the case to be
filed by next week.

The January 28 meeting drew a
capacity crowd at Borough Hall, with
more than a dozen residents from
both Garwood and neighboring
Cranford voicing opposition.

But each of the six members who
voted to approve the site plan —
Kathleen Villaggio, Michael Vena,
Gene Jannotti, Pat Quattrocchi, Craig
McCarrick and Paul Tarantino — said
they understood they were voting on
the final plan and that the Villarauts
would not have to appear before the
board again.

Since the resolution needed to be
modified to include both preliminary
and final site plan approval, and also
be corrected for errors such as indi-
cating in one place in the document
that the complex would have four
three-bedroom units and five two-
bedroom units – and the reverse in
another place — the board members
decided to wait until its Wednesday,
March 25 meeting to memorialize
their decision.

Also at that meeting, the board will
offer its suggestions and thoughts to
the borough council regarding drafted
amendments to the town’s ordinance
regulating commercial signage, spe-
cifically portable – or sandwich board
– signs that are common along the
sidewalks of North and South Av-
enues.

Since such signs currently are not
permissible – although clearly exist
— the measure would grant them
legal status with stipulations, such as
one per business, type (A-frame and
easel-type), no more than 48 inches in
height and made of painted wood or
metal, heavy plastic and chalk or dry
easel board.

Members immediately began to
offer ideas until Mr. Fraser reminded
them that they had until the next
meeting on March 25 to consider
the draft and put forth their opin-
ions.

In another matter, the board was
informed that former applicant Sandra
Sep, who was granted a certificate of
non-conformity in November to re-
build a two-family home on Center
Street, had filed a “notice of claim” –
essentially a potential lawsuit – re-
garding her property.

Ms. Sep identified nine current
members of the board, two former
members, former Garwood Borough
Council President and current mem-
ber Ann Tarantino, Zoning Code Of-
ficial Victor Vinegra, the borough
and police department as potential
defendants, but did not name the plan-
ning board as a group.

The notice says that Ms. Sep, who
is a resident of Clark, was “discrimi-
nated against” and “harassed” in her
pursuit to rebuild at 304 Center Street
after the property was destroyed by
fire in November 2012.

Ms. Sep, who appeared before the
board several times, initially sought
to rebuild as a two-family unit but
was told by Mr. Vinegra that he could
not issue the permit because she did
not have the certificate of non-con-
formity for a single-family zoned area
before the fire. Despite opposition by
some on the board, she was eventu-
ally granted the certificate and al-
lowed to rebuild.

But because, she claims, that pro-
cess took two years, it required legal
fees and other expenses and deprived
her of income from the property “in
excess of $100,000.”

In addition to Mr. Vinegra and Mrs.
Tarantino, Mrs. Quattrocchi, who was
mayor until December 31, was named
along with current planning board
members Mr. Paterson, Bill Nierstedt,
Robert Scherer, Ms. Villaggio, Mr.
Janotti, Mr. Vena, Mr. McCarrick and
Board President Steve Greet.

Ileen Cuccaro and Al Del Conte,
who were board members until De-
cember 31, also were named, but the
board as an entity was not.

“The board has not been named as
an anticipated party, and we believe
any claim against the board would be
wrongful and frivolous,” Mr. Fraser
said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LASTING TRIBUTE… Rep. Leonard Lance recently presented Paul J. Peyton,
assignment editor for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, with a United States flag
that was flown over the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. in memory of Mr.
Peyton’s mother, Audrey W. Peyton, who passed away on January 19.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
103 YEARS OF GIRL SCOUTS...Local Girl Scouts were on hand at Tuesday's
Scotch Plains Township Council meeting to help mark the 103rd anniversary of
the Girl Scouts.

Photo courtesy of Bill Callahan, Westfield
HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL...More snow is expected to coat the area on Friday,
the first day of Spring.
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SP Council
John Del Sordi, Jr. backed the abol-
ishment, saying it would streamline
township operations.

Prior to the council’s vote, Mayor
Kevin Glover lamented that the mat-
ter had “sunk to personalities and
politics.” But he added that it was
“clear that this council truly cares
about recreation in town.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved an increase in the amount
that volunteer fire and rescue squad
personnel could earn via the Length-
of-Service-Award Program
(LOSAP) from $1,150 per year to
$1,250. The council also approved a
three-year shared-services contract
with the Township of Edison to pro-
vide animal-control services.

The mayor and Mr. Mirabella
made several announcements about
township-sponsored events in the
downtown business district, includ-
ing an arts and crafts show on Satur-
day, May 16; a series of Friday Night
at the Movies events starting June
12, and the start of the annual sum-
mer concerts on Thursday, July 9.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil issued a proclamation honoring
township resident Charles Taylor. In
January 1961, Mr. Taylor, while a
student at Friendship College in South
Carolina, was part of a group of stu-
dents arrested for sitting at a lunch
counter in violation of local laws at
the time. Mr. Taylor and others in the
so-called “Friendship 9” were sen-
tenced to 30 days of hard labor, one
of the many sparks leading to the
enactment of various federal civil
rights laws later in the decade.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion honoring Library Director Meg
Kolaya, who will retire at the end of
the month after more than 12 years
at the helm. Mayor Glover said she
had transformed the Bartle Avenue
library into an “award-winning pub-
lic library” through her “love and
enthusiasm for her work.”

Freeholders Hear Budgets
From Three More Depts.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Fiscal Committee heard
budget presentations from the depart-
ments of administrative services, cor-
rections and the county counsel dur-
ing its second of four budget meetings
last Thursday in Elizabeth.

The freeholders were presented with
a $492-million executive budget, of
which $336 million would be raised in
local taxes, up $9 million from last
year, from County Manager Al Faella.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, chairman
of the fiscal committee, said while the
spending is down this year, federal and
state grants are drying up, thus reduc-
ing revenues outside of property taxes.
He said, however, that the county is in
the best fiscal shape it has been in years.

In his administrative services de-
partment budget, Norman Albert, the
department’s director, said the depart-
ment includes the divisions of motor
vehicles, personnel management and
labor relations, and purchasing. He said
an insurance compliance coordinator
position is being added within the ad-
ministrative services director’s budget,
which is proposed at $498,778. In ad-
dition, a seasonal position at $15,000 to
scan documents is being requested.

An additional mechanic position is
proposed within the motor vehicles
division. “We need to get the vehicles
back on the road,” he said, noting that
backups on repairing vehicles impacts
the division’s overtime budget. The
division’s proposed budget in the
county executive budget is $1.8 mil-
lion in salaries and wages and $4.5
million in other expenses.

Mr. Hudak asked what impact lower
gasoline prices had on the administra-
tive services budget. Mr. Albert re-
sponded that it reduced spending by
about $500,000 in the county budget.
He said it is assumed prices will be
higher this year and thus more has
been budgeted for this expense.

Salaries and wages in the personnel
budget are up slightly to $879,437
with other expenses staying flat at
$874,500.

Mr. Albert said the purchasing divi-
sion completed 15,000 requisitions
and had 70 public bids in 2014. He
said the division’s salaries and wages,
listed at $683,731 in the executive
budget, are mostly flat other than 2
percent over last year’s adopted bud-
get for contractual increases.

Brian Riordan, director of the de-
partment of corrections, which runs
the county jail, said the jail handled
6,000 inmate admissions in 2014. The
jail’s population is averaging 700 pris-
oners per day. He said the upgrade of
housing units, including painting them,
is nearly complete. Repairs to the
shower area also have been completed.

He said the final phase of upgrades
to the jail will include the replacement

of three elevators over an 18-month
span. Each elevator, to be replaced
one at a time, will take six months to
complete.

Salaries and wages for corrections
are budgeted at almost $32 million
with another $9.3 million allocated
for other expenses.

Mr. Hudak noted that $6.5 million
has been budgeted for overtime at the
jail, the same as last year, although
$6.1 million of that amount was spent.
Mr. Riordan said based on the correc-
tions employee union contract, over-
time is dolled out based on seniority,
thus lower-paid corrections officers
get less overtime. He said there cur-
rently are 14 correction officer vacan-
cies at the jail.

He said one of his goals this year is
to install 380 cameras throughout the
correctional facility. In addition to en-
hancing security, Mr. Riordan said the
cameras will give him an opportunity
to look at each officer’s post to deter-
mine if it is necessary. Based on that,
he said, he might be able to move the
officer to another post or eliminate the
position if he does not think it is effi-
cient. Mr. Riordan said this would
reduce overtime costs.

Mr. Faella said the county’s labor
counsel is looking into the matter, to
“make sure we are on solid legal
grounds.”

Mr. Riordan’s department also is
planning to install a video visitation
system for guests of inmates. He said
the guest would pay a fee to utilize the
system. Family members also may
still come to the jail in person. Mr.
Riordan said the lobby of the jail also
is to be upgraded this year.

County Counsel Robert Barry’s bud-
get includes $1.5 million in salaries
and wages and $146,750 in other ex-
penses. He said the department handled
70 lawsuits against the county last
year. He said the county has been
aggressive in efforts to try to get the
county dismissed as a defendant in
what he deemed “frivolous lawsuits.”

Mr. Barry said the counsel’s office
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SP Budget
body members and township offi-
cials were “good guardians of the
town’s resources.”

Councilman Llewellyn Jones
raised several proposed expenditures
that he said were of “a little bit of a
concern to me.” He pointed out that
the proposed budget for the township
library, $1,320,717, was cut to the
minimum level allowed by the state.
Two years ago, budget cuts to the
state minimum level forced the li-
brary to cut staff and operating hours.
Those hours were restored in the
2014 budget, which boosted spend-
ing above the state spending floor.
Mr. Jones also noted that the pro-
posed budget for legal services was
being increased “substantially,” 50
percent above last year’s level. Par-
ing that level back, he mused, could
potentially lead to a property-tax cut
for residents.

But Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella defended the increased
legal budget, saying it was important
to have “adequate dollars” for legal
advice, and adding that not all money
appropriated for legal services is al-
ways necessarily spent over the
course of the year.

In 2014, $320,000 was budgeted
for legal services, with $272,000 ac-
tually spent. This year’s $418,000
legal services budget is a 30-percent
increase over last year’s budgeted
amount; if it was all spent this year, it
would mean a 50-percent increase
from last year.

Deputy Mayor Gialanella also said
she wished the recreation budget had
been increased in order to “drive down
the costs of recreation programs” to
township residents.

Westfield BOE Gives Okay
To Lights at Kehler Stadium

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Soccer and la-
crosse teams will start training un-
der lights at Kehler Stadium on
Monday evening after a pilot pro-
gram was given the go-ahead Tues-
day by the board of education.

But the board has warned that the
trial could be halted at any time if the
sports teams are not good neighbors
to the homes surrounding the field.

Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) had asked the board for per-
mission to use temporary lights from
the beginning of March to the middle
of May so the turf field could be
used by Westfield High School and
the town’s soccer and lacrosse teams
after dark.

This was to help compensate for
what is a generally accepted short-
fall of fields for the large number of
Westfield sports teams.

Residents of homes near Kehler
had suggested at a previous meeting
that the board might be contraven-
ing land use ordinances relating to
the site if it went ahead with the pilot
program, but Board Counsel Rich-
ard Kaplow told attendees at
Tuesday’s meeting that this was not
the case.

As local residents reiterated their
concerns about the impact that the
lights, and the generators needed to
run them, would have on their qual-
ity of life, WSA President Steve
Aronson promised the association
would try to be considerate.

He said, “If approved, we will
work diligently to be good stewards
of the field. We will instruct our
players and coaches to conduct them-
selves as good neighbors.”

Mr. Aronson went on to say that
the WSA viewed the program as a
“band aid solution” to the ongoing
lack of fields in Westfield.

“It is not our intention for this to be
the precursor to permanent lighting,
but would hope to see another turf
field in Westfield where no one would
be inconvenienced,” he said.

And Scott Rodger, who spoke
against the pilot program, suggested:
“Maybe it is time for a grass-roots
fundraiser to raise money for another
turf field.”

With the exception of Brendan
Gallagher, who voted against the pi-
lot program, the board voted that the
trial should go ahead.

Elsewhere in the meeting, the board
voted to approve a budget for the
2015-2016 school year that sees mem-
bers’ commitment to technology
backed up by investment.

The district’s technology expert,
Brian Auker, told the board that spend-
ing of $743,093 a year would be
required to maintain the existing level
of technology, with a further invest-
ment of $803,645 in the 2015-2016
school year.

The board voted unanimously to
approve a budget that included this
spending.
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FW Council
but I’ll accept it for everyone else, all
of our volunteers,” Mr. McNally said.

The mayor additionally thanked him
for his work with the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition. “He understands the
long hard fight to get the one-seat ride
(to New York City),” she said.

Mayor Mahr also read a proclama-
tion to the Girl Scouts of Troops 40220
and 40274 in honor of Girl Scout
Week, which was March 8 to 14. She
said the Girl Scouts build strong char-
acter and leadership skills. Mayor
Mahr said to the girls, “These are the
skills that will get you through life.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE REPORTERS...Cub Scout Pack 177 of Mountainside got a tour of the
offices of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week.

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR... A ribbon-cutting and Chinese New Year
Celebration was recently held at the Spring Academy in Garwood.  Children of the
school are shown here performing a Dragon Dance. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Carol Kearney, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC);
Garwood Councilman Bill Niederstat; Jill Ji, Spring Academy owner; Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Councilwoman Sara Tedesco; Gene Jannotti,
GWACC executive director, and Chris Devine, GWACC chairman.


