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County Looks to Cut Abuse Of
Sick Leave, Workers’ Comp.

Fanwood Council Establishes
Contribution For LOSAP Awards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board on Thursday
adopted a new sick leave and work-
ers’ compensation policy to cut down
on employee abuses that are driving
up overtime costs.

During the agenda meeting that
preceded the regular meeting, Norman
Albert, director of administrative ser-
vices, said the new policy, “would
essentially give the county the au-
thority to verify the use of sick leave
and workers comp.”

He said after three consecutive sick
days there is a form to fill out that
calls for health representative infor-
mation and verification by county
department heads. Mr. Albert said his
department will hold a training pro-
cedure for all county department and
division heads for the implementa-
tion of the policy.

“It’s (the new policy) designed in
essence to get a handle on overtime,
which we often incur because of the
use of sick time and workers’ com-
pensation... and this is one way of
doing that,” Mr. Albert said. He said
it is hoped the new policy will “hold
down on abuses of those policies.”

Pat Moschetti of New Providence
asked if the policy was “forceful
enough to be effective out of the box
or are you going to have to amend this
and tweak this going forward?”

In response Freeholder Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh said, “This is an
attempt to address the issue. I’m sure

that our intention is to address it fully.
Like everything, things may come
about that require tweaking and do-
ing a better job. If that comes about,
we will address that as well in the
future.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said it
was, “good that you are trying to get
a handle on it (sick-leave abuses).”

“People shouldn’t be getting paid
for sick days if they are not sick,” Mr.
Paterson said. “So hopefully you are
moving towards that direction.”

In other business, the Freeholders
passed a resolution ripping the
Christie Administration’s proposed
$225-million settlement with
ExxonMobil over environmental
damages to sites including the Bayway
Refinery in Linden, which Exxon used
to own. The state had been seeking
$8.9 billion in damages in the 11-
year-old lawsuit.

Freeholder Chris Hudak called the
settlement a “slap in the face” to the
residents of Linden and the county.
“That $225 million represents 2 per-
cent of an estimated $8.9-billion
settlement over damage done over
the course of a century, mostly in
Union County as well as in Hudson
County in Bayonne,” he stated.

He said the damage was done to
1,500 acres of wetlands comprising
three square miles of land. He noted
that he lived on the Linden waterfront
for 19 years. “I lived three blocks
away from the refinery,” Mr. Hudak
said. “I am just so enraged that the
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Monday night introduced an
ordinance establishing contributions
for the town’s Length of Service Award
Program, or LOSAP, for volunteers of
the fire department and rescue squad.

Volunteers of the fire department
and rescue squad receive contribu-
tions when they accrue 100 points or
more in a given year, according to the
ordinance.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing earlier this month, Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern said
she sent payment of $600 each to
those members who earned 50 points.

The amount of money is approxi-

mately $1,400 a year per individual
who accrue 100 points, Borough At-
torney Diane Dabulas said. Council-
man Tom Kranz said at the conference
meeting that there are 19 people from
2007 to 2013 who earned above 100
points.

The LOSAP was established in 2000
following passage of a referendum by
voters in 1999.

In other business, the council passed
an ordinance establishing the position
of deputy borough administrator un-
der Mrs. McGovern. The part-time
position will be filled by Fred Tomkins,
who serves as chief financial officer.

Public hearings and adoption for
both the LOSAP and deputy adminis-
trator ordinances will be held Mon-
day, April 6, at 7 p.m.

Also introduced were resolutions
authorizing in-grade promotions to
Police Officer Thomas Chisholm, ef-
fective Wednesday, April 1, and Of-
ficer Ryan Gilmore, as of Wednesday,
April 15, and the promotion of Patrol-
man Daniel Kranz, who has been a
probationary officer since January 1.

Before the meeting adjourned, lo-
cal resident Joe Nagy addressed the
council on the disparity of state school

aid going to the cities and the high
taxes paid by Fanwood homeowners
as well as other suburbanites.

In other business, Councilman
Daniel Levine said there will be a
budget meeting tonight, Thursday,
March 19. The meeting will be held at
7 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center at the Borough Com-
plex, located at 75 North Martine Av-
enue. The operating and capital bud-
gets will be discussed.

At the start of the meeting, the gov-
erning body honored the Volunteer-
of-the-Month and the Girl Scouts.

Mayor Colleen Mahr presented a
pen-and-ink drawing of the historic
Fanwood Train Station to Harry
McNally, who, she said, personified
what is good about living in Fanwood.
She said she got to know Mr. McNally
when his concerns about development
in the borough prompted him to chal-
lenge the council on redevelopment.

“He challenged us; you need to step
up and come forward,” she said.

Mayor Mahr also cited his volun-
teer work at the borough’s recycling
center.

“I don’t feel like I deserve this award,

Courtesy of Brian Horton
TOP VOLUNTEER… Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Fanwood's Volun-
teer-of-the-Month, Harry McNally, share a laugh as Mr. McNally accepts a
framed print of Fanwood's historic north side train station at the borough council
meeting in Fanwood Monday night. Mr. McNally was honored for his many years
of volunteer work at the borough's recycling center.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
GIRL SCOUT WEEK… Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr poses with three Girl
Scouts, from Troops 40220 and 40274, representing Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Girl Scouts, at the borough council meeting Monday night. The Scouts received
a proclamation from the mayor and council marking Girl Scout Week and, in
turn, the Scouts presented the mayor and council with a couple of boxes of Girl
Scout cookies. The Scouts said more than 48,000 boxes of cookies have been sold
during the current sales drive by area Scouts, with booth sales starting in the area
Saturday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER...Township resident and civil rights pioneer Charles Taylor, center, stands with his family and
members of the township council on Tuesday after being presented with resolutions honoring his achievements.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UPSIDE DOWN STAMP… The Westfield Stamp Club held its annual show on
Saturday in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. Pic-
tured is Stamp Club President Nick Lombardi pointing to the Inverted Jenny
stamp, also known as the Upside Down Jenny Stamp, in which the image of the
Curtiss JN-4 airplane in the center of the design appears upside down. The
postage stamp was first issued on May 10, 1918.

Council Votes to Abolish
Recreation Commission

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to
abolish the recreation commission,
a move that proponents said would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation di-
rector report directly to the town-
ship manager rather than to the com-
mission.

Several representatives of local
youth sports leagues spoke in oppo-

sition to the move before the
council’s vote, with commission
member Andy Weber saying he did
not understand why the council was
moving at “breakneck speed” to dis-
band the 65-year-old commission.
As recently as last fall, breaking up
the commission was said to not be
on the council’s agenda, but in Janu-
ary, newly-installed Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said he preferred
that the recreation director report
directly to him rather than to the

commission.
Former councilman Frank Rossi,

who served as the council’s liaison
to the commission during much of
his seven-year tenure, defended the
existing set-up, saying the recreation
department had more transparency
with the council than any other mu-
nicipal department, and adding that
the recreation director, in his experi-
ence, had daily contact with the
manager. Saying there were other,
more important issues needing to be
addressed by the council, Mr. Rossi
wondered why the governing body
was moving forward on the recre-
ation issue.

Former commission chairman
Robert Giordanella said the move
was “not based on what’s best for
the operations of the township.” In-
stead, he called the action “personal.”
The commission, he added, was “one
of the few bodies not influenced by
politics.” Neil Kaufman, president
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association, described the
commission as an “apolitical orga-
nization,” and criticized the council
for not having met with any of the
sports groups or with the recreation
commission in advance of moving
forward with the disbanding.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
— while admitting that the failure to
meet with the sports leagues was a
“misplay” — defended the dissolu-
tion of the commission and said she
was confident that those who volun-
teer to serve on the commission
would continue to be involved in the
recreation community in one way or
another, including by serving on the
newly-formed recreation committee,
which will be purely advisory in
nature.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones, the
sole council member to vote against
the ordinance to abolish the com-
mission, proposed an alternative
under which the commission would
amend its by-laws to state that the
recreation director reports directly
to the municipal manager. Finding
no one else to back his idea, the
matter was dropped. Councilman

Mun. Tax Rate Flat Under
2015 SP Budget Proposal

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains property taxpayers will see no
increase in the municipal portion of
their property-tax bills this year if the
township council passes the 2015
township budget that was introduced
on Tuesday night.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
said the municipal tax rate — usually
the smallest portion of the three com-
ponents of property-tax bills — would
stay flat this year after rising by 0.6
percent last year.

The overall budget amounts to
$24,576,946 versus last year’s level
of $24.27 million. Mr. Mirabella, who
was overseeing the formulation of
his first budget as municipal man-
ager, commended township depart-
ment heads for their efforts over the
past two months, saying working to-
gether with them has been “terrific.”
The budget will be voted on after a
public hearing on Tuesday, April 21.

This year’s spending plan, he said,
“provides necessary services, public
safety, recreation and cultural events,
preserves our historical sites and ad-
dresses our building infrastructure in
a cost-effective manner.” He de-
scribed it further as a “good, solid
budget.”

The amount to be raised via prop-
erty taxes this year will amount to
$14.697 million, down slightly from
last year’s $14.712 million. Construc-
tion code fees are expected to remain
the same, at $650,000. State aid is
projected to be the same as last year
— $2,227,587 — something Mr.
Mirabella said he was “happy to hear”
because of earlier rumors of a pos-
sible cut in aid from Trenton. About
$2.97 million of surplus will be used
as well.

Mayor Kevin Glover, who has
pushed for a zero tax increase for
most of his tenure on the council, said
the budget showed that governing


