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CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed its 2015
budget Monday at its workshop
meeting. The budget at this
stage, before the expense of
additional departmental staff,
would have an increase of .85
percent over last year, Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

During the budget review pro-
cess that has occurred in recent
weeks, the fire department has
requested to increase its man-
power by three — by adding a
deputy chief and two firefighters.
It also requested to reinstate an
administrative officer position.
Some committee members
showed concerns of costs and
the necessity of the administra-
tive position.

The police department re-
quested two additional officers
and an additional full-time park-
ing enforcement officer. The com-
mittee voiced agreement with
one additional police officer and
an additional part-time parking
enforcement officer. Committee
member Tom Hannen, Jr. dis-
agreed with a part-timer.

It was also discussed to hire a
full-time maintenance person in
the Department of Public Works
that would be shared with the
Downtown Management Corpo-
ration.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien,
during his engineering report,
voiced his disapproval with a
pervious pavement application
regarding the municipal building’s
parking lot or a stormwater de-
tention basin. The parking lot is
to be milled and paved. The lot
has experienced flooding prob-
lems due to the proximity to the
Rahway River.

Commissioner Hannen dis-

agreed and said he believes there
should be further evaluation for
stormwater management at the
parking lot.

“It would require a full redesign
of everything,” Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien also said pervious
asphalt would be too costly and if
it was salted during snow and ice
conditions that it would clog the
surface, rendering it useless.

One of the 2015 goals of the
environmental commission is to
increase pervious surfaces in the
township, Nelson Ditmar, chair-
man of the environmental com-
mission, said in his report. “I
urge you to see what you can do
with that,” he said.

The idea of increasing the hours
of engineering services to the
township was brought up again.
Right now the engineer is hired
as a consultant who works 12
hours a week in the township
municipal building.

“I think a resident should be
able to walk in anytime and have
access to engineering staff,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

“I think we established that the
number of people walking in are
minimal; that it may be a luxury
[where] we could save some
money,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

The flood advisory committee
recently heard a presentation by

Hatch Mott McDonald (HMM) on
Phase 2B, which ties the storm
drains into the Riverside Drive
pump station, and Phase 5 for
the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management
Project, Mr. Hannen reported
during committee reports. The
committee, he said, recom-
mended going forward with hav-
ing designs drafted and an up-
dated estimate.

Phase 5 provides for additional
interior drainage improvements
along the west side of the Rahway
River. The drainage improve-
ments are to include a stormwater
pumping station, express sewer
system, and collector storm
sewer system, according to the
HMM website.

The township retained HMM to
develop a comprehensive plan
for improvements to reduce the
frequency of flooding in the north-
east quadrant of the township,
according to HMM’s website.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B
and Phase 5 are between $10
and $12 million, Township Ad-
ministrator Terence Wall said last
month.

Planner Paul Ricci presented a
draft tree ordinance for residen-
tial property to the committee.
Committee members agreed the
ordinance had many holes in it
and that it needed to be further
evaluated and vetted amongst
the committee. The committee
also has yet to determine the
goal of having a tree ordinance.

“The objection we are hearing
is, who are we to tell people what
they can and cannot do on their
property?” Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola said.

The committee is focused on
preserving trees in the township
and preventing clear cutting, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

GW Council Considers
Parking Permit Expansion
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GARWOOD – Borough council
members on Tuesday received
their first look at an amendment
to the borough’s parking ordi-
nance that would expand resi-
dential preferential permit zones
from Anchor Place, Myrtle Av-
enue and Willow Avenue to 10
other streets on both the north
and south sides of town.

It also would expand the hours
that limit two-hour parking on
the 13 streets from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. to 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The draft of the ordinance was
one of three that council mem-
bers received weeks in advance
of their official introduction, a
procedural change adopted last
month to give officials an oppor-

tunity to review and suggest
changes.

The council also was presented
with soon-to-be proposed mea-
sures that would create positions
for a deputy borough adminis-
trator and director of aging.

In an effort to discourage out-
of-town commuters who take the
bus or train into Newark or New
York from parking on residential
streets, the amended ordinance
would greatly expand the two-
hour limit permit areas, Parking
Committee Chairwoman Ann
Tarantino said.

Residents would be exempt but
would need to obtain a free decal
from the police department.

Currently, two-hour parking is
enforced on Anchor Place be-
tween North and Second Av-

NEWLY OPENED... Gala Hair Artistry has opened at 107 Center Street in
Garwood. Pictured at the grand opening, from left to right, are: Carol Kearney,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC); Justin and Mariline
Rosario, owners; Tim York, GWACC; Bill Niederstat, Garwood councilman;
Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, cutting the ribbon with Ms. Rosario;
Patrick Cicala, GWACC; Mike Martin, Garwood councilman, and Gene Jannotti,
executive director, GWACC.
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