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Cougars Murray Places 5th, Cappello 7th at NJSIAA Mat Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Stunning, Nantucket style, Circa 1904 Dutch Colonial on sprawling, professionally manicured
.89 acres lot in Westfield's Stoneleigh Park.  A scenic, idyllic, looped street flanked by mature
sycamores and featuring slate sidewalks.   It is among the 7 houses that occupy the inner island.
Structurally impressive, this home features elements that define Classic 20th Century Architecture.
It is beautifully renovated to preserve the character, quality and workmanship reminiscent of years
past. The first floor boasts an impressive foyer, an expansive formal living room, a grand formal
dining room, a massive family room, a gourmet center island kitchen with butler’s pantry & an
updated powder room and a laundry room. The 2nd floor is accessible via the main or back
staircase.  Upstairs, the Master Bedroom Retreat has a luxurious spa-like bath and fireplace. Adjacent
to the Master Bedroom is a sitting/dressing room. The bedroom located in the turret tower features
a fireplace and en-suite bath. There are 4 additional bedrooms & a full hall bath. The maids closet,
walk-up attic, full basement and oversized 2 car detached garage offer additional storage.
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turned,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said. “Unfortunately, Murray
faced kids like that a lot this year, but
as this tournament goes on, he will
get more kids, who will have more
ambition to beat him.”

Murray then advanced to the
quarterfinals with a 4-2 victory over
Shane Sosinsky (Northern High-
lands). Murray recorded a single-leg
back trip takedown and a pair of es-
capes.

Next, Murray faced a familiar foe
in Brandon Kui (DePaul), whom he
beat last year in the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment. Murray recorded an escape in
the second period then added a single-
leg takedown at the edge of the mat to
win 3-0 and to advance to the semifi-
nal round. In both bouts, Murray’s
dominance on top paid off.

“Last year, I wrestled him on a
Friday night and I beat him 1-0. Last
time, I escaped and rode him. This
time I got a takedown. Coach brought
in one of his friends who is tough top
and bottom, so I worked with him for
the past two weeks so I can ride them
out and turn him,” Murray said. “I
came here to win this tournament. It’s
on my wall, it’s on my phone, it’s
everywhere. For the past 12 years, I
lived a lifestyle to win.”

Murray’s quest for the title was
halted when he dropped an 8-6 deci-
sion to Sean Glasgow (Bound Brook).
In his first wrestleback, he was de-
feated, 10-6, by Matt Wilhelm (South-
ern Regional), who would eventually
place third. Murray recovered to claim
a 2-1 decision over Jake Maxwell
(Buena) to place fifth.

Cougar junior Niko Cappello be-
gan his second appearance in Atlan-

tic City after receiving a first round
bye at 182-lbs. He then faced Chris
Morgan (West Orange) but came up
short, 7-4, to be cast into the
wrestlebacks. His first bout was
against Plainfield’s Rohan Phillip,
whom he beat twice before by close
margins. Cappello scored a low
double-leg takedown at the end of the
first period, escaped and added a
single-leg lift and trip takedown in
the second to record a 5-1 decision.

“I was more nervous that match
than any other match, because he
knows me. He knows what I work
upon. I said, ‘OK! I got to beat him
again.’ I had to rush it to keep him
close, so he couldn’t get space and
spin around behind me like he did in
the regions,” Cappello said.

In the region finals the week be-
fore, Cappello was unable to work
his favorite single-leg trip takedown
but this time it worked. “I couldn’t
get it in the finals then when we were
warming up, I said to my coach,
‘how do I get the takedown?’ He
said, ‘don’t be afraid to jack it up.’

So that’s what I did.”
Cappello then defeated Eti-ini

Udott (Piscataway), 3-1, and Jason
Martinak (Haddon Township), 5-3.
After dropping a 7-0 decision to Nick
DePalma (DePaul), Cappello made it
to the podium to place seventh after
receiving a forfeit.

Raider Alex Mirabella began his
Atlantic City experience with a bang
when after trailing 1-0 to Kolin Rob-
erts (Mainland), he attempted several
shoulder rolls then finally caught him
out of position and clamped in 4:32
with a headlock at 195-lbs.

“It’s so funny! You practice stuff
over and over again and the junky
stuff is what will help you out some-
times. Everything just took over and
I went for it. The head was right there.
I knew it was a little risky. I was
bottom, down one,” Mirabella said.
“I figured if I could get a roll, that
would be nice. If I could get a rever-
sal, get two points and try to ride him
out. Just try to win the match.”

Mirabella’s quarterfinal bout with
undefeated Tyree Sutton (Keansburg)

was not as fortunate as he dropped a
12-1, major decision. Sutton went on
to win the title with a 5-3, overtime
decision over Matt Correnti (Holy
Cross). Mirabella then lost, 8-4, to
Aaron Flitcroft (West Morris
Mendham) in the wrestlebacks.

In a wild pre-preliminary bout at
138-lbs, Raider JT Beirne’s 5-2 lead
over Dylan James (Robbinsville) dis-
solved in the third period when James
recorded an escape, a takedown and a
three-point nearfall to win, 10-8.
Beirne was unable to compete in the
wrestlebacks due to an injury.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni worked
tight waist tilts and a power half and
added three takedowns to claim an
11-0, major decision over Devin

Lady Blue Devils Rap Ridge
In Section Quarter, 65-57, OT

Linden Stops Westfield
In Boys Hoops, 60-41
The second-seeded, No. 2 ranked

Linden High School boys basketball
team defeated the seventh-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils, 60-41, in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament
in Linden on March 4. Danny Mitchell
led the 13-11 Blue Devils with 12
points, including two 3-pointers.
Owen Murray sank 10 points and
Parker Hess banged a pair of 3-point-
ers.
Westfield 12 11   2 16 41
Linden 10 20   7 23 60

HOWLING GOOD...The Wolves, an all 3rd grade team made up of 10 Westfield
third graders and one Scotch Plains third grader, won the Boys fourth grade
travel C Division at the Clark Travel Basketball Winter Tournament on March
1 by beating Glen Ridge, 28-12, in the final.

The fifth-seeded Westfield High
School girls basketball team improved
to 17-8 after defeating fourth-seeded
Ridge, 65-57, in overtime in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Basking Ridge on March 4.
The victory advanced the Blue Dev-
ils into the semifinals set for March 6
to meet top-seeded Franklin, 61-43,
winners over North Hunterdon.

The Lady Blue Devils got a huge
jump on the Red Devils when they
pumped in 25 points in the second
quarter to seize a 36-23 lead at the
half. But all was not roses as the Red
Devils chipped away in the third quar-
ter and cut an eight-point deficit in
the final minute of the fourth, ending
with Samantha Mahon’s 3-pointer to
knot the score at 45-45 and send the
contest into overtime.

Westfield’s heavy hitters, Lil Scott

and Jackie Knapp, however, rose to
the occasion, drew fouls and sank the
free throws in the overtime period to
distance themselves from the Red
Devils, resulting in a 10-2 run and the
victory.

Scott finished with a game-high 27
points, including two 3-pointers and
seven free throws. She also grabbed
11 rebounds and had five assists.
Knapp finished with 14 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer and nine free
throws, and added four assists, six
rebounds and a steal. Shannon Devitt
finished with four points, six rebounds
and a blocked shot. Hannah Liddy
had nine points, two assists, three
steals and three rebounds. Olivia
Luzzi had three points, two assists
and a steal, and Amalia Montes sank
eight points, while adding four
blocked shots, five rebounds and two
assists.

Mahon led the Red Devils with 24
points. Krista Mueller had eight points
and four assists and Chrissy Weyrauch
sank nine points.
Westfield 11 25   7 12 10 65
Ridge 12 11 13 19   2 57

Franklin Tops Westfield
In Girls Hoops, 67-56
The top-seeded Franklin High

School girls basketball team defeated
the Westfield Blue Devils, 67-56, in
the semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament
at Franklin High School on March 6.
The Lady Warriors grabbed an 18-6
first-quarter lead and maintained the
lead throughout.

Jackie Knapp led the Blue Devils
with 24 points, including three 3-
pointers. She also had four assists,
two steals and four rebounds. Lil Scott
bucketed 15 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and added three assists.
Hannah Liddy netted six points, five
rebounds and two blocked shots.
Olivia Luzzi sank nine points and had
two steals. Amalia Montes had six
rebounds and three assists.
Westfield   6 19 18 13 56
Franklin 18 14 22 13 67
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SPF Raider Kyra Lockhart Selected
To USA Today All-USA Softball Team

USA TODAY High School Sports has announced the inaugural Ameri-
can Family Insurance ALL-USA Preseason Softball Team chosen by
Brentt Eads of FullCountSoftball.com. He selected the 20-player team
based on talent, performance from last year and expected excellence on the
field this spring.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood sophomore infielder Kyra Lockhart is one of
only two sophomores to make the list and she has been rated so highly
because she has been a power-hitting machine who can also hit for average.
The Alabama commit batted .481 as a freshman with an on-base percentage
of .593. Her pitch selection is so good that she did not strike out once last
year. Defensively, she is light on her feet and is a prototype first baseman.
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO ESCAPE...Raider Alex Mirabella, front, tries to escape or reverse
Kolin Roberts (Mainland) in his 195-lb bout in the NJSIAA Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TURNING TO HIS BACK...Cougar Chris Scorese, top, begins to turn Pedro
Hernandez to his back in his 126-lb bout in the NJSIAA Tournament.


