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We Cannot Be Blind Sighted By The
Pilgrim Pipe Line To Bayway Refinery

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
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Letters to the Editor
The Lasting Legacy of Philanthropy

With The Westfield Foundation
On behalf of the Westfield Foun-

dation, I would like to thank the com-
munity members who recently do-
nated to our annual campaign. The
Foundation Board and the dozens of
organizations we help throughout the
year appreciate your generosity. This
year, the annual campaign raised over
$36,000 that was placed into our un-
restricted fund and over $85,000 that
was placed into individual family
funds. Many families have found es-
tablishing funds are a great way to
create a charitable legacy in Westfield.

The Westfield Foundation has a
board of 15 community members who
have been active in the town and are
committed to improving life in and
around Westfield. The Foundation
frequently meets with existing and
new non-profit entities and seeks to

provide grants that help initiate new
projects. For example, recently the
Foundation provided a grant to Roots
and Wings – Union County, which
helps address the needs of young
adults who have aged out of the New
Jersey foster care program.

More information about the
Westfield Foundation can be found at
www.thewestfieldfoundation.com. If
you have not already done so, I hope
you will consider making a donation
or creating a lasting legacy of philan-
thropy with the Westfield Founda-
tion. One person can make a differ-
ence and everyone should try.

Thank you again for your support
and generosity.

Russell Finestein, President
Westfield Foundation Board

At a Linden Street Fair in
2014"Phillips 66" distributed a pro-
motional flyer stating:

“The Bayway Refinery, located on
the NY Harbor in Linden, NJ, pro-
cesses mainly light, low-sulfur crude
oil supplied to the refinery by tanker
from the North Sea, North America
and West Africa. Bayway refining
units include one of the world’s larg-
est fluid catalytic cracking units....”

“Not every refinery can achieve
the temperatures to make backken,
an oil laden crude rock formation
that is explosively fracked from the
earth, and transported to companies
that have cracking units called
Cracker Plants” like ConoPhillips.

According to the Food and Water
Watch: “Cracker plants are known to
emit large amounts of toxic air pollu-
tion including nitrogen oxide and
volatile organic compounds, which
can contribute to ozone creation and
increase airborne particulates. To
date, approximately 44 total cracker
plants exist in the United States,
mostly in Louisiana and Texas.”

And now we have the reps from
Pilgrim Pipe Line knocking at the doors
of NJ residents asking for the right of
way on to their private property to
facilitate their pipeline access to the
Bayway Refinery. They also threaten
to use eminent domain to have access
to private property in Roselle, the bor-

ough bordering Linden. We have been
asked and threatened when we refused
to sign their papers.

Pilgrim Pipeline Website lists only
one project: this 178 mile twin pipe-
line from Albany to Linden and back
again.

As information of the risks that
Pilgrim poses to residents and work-
ers along their proposed line into the
Bayway Refineries, over 40 NJ Coun-
ties, Municipalities, Boards of Edu-
cation and Environmental Groups
have adopted resolutions to oppose
Pilgrims’ Project. There are others
that are in the planning stages to
make their objections known also.

We cannot be blind sighted. In our
Borough of Roselle the planned Pil-
grim Pipe Line route is only yards
away from Washington Elementary
School, LV Moore Middle School,
Roselle Catholic HS, the BOE Bldg.
youth playing fields, a condo devel-
opment, a temple church, single fam-
ily homes, group homes, a Girl Scout
Camp, a gas line and electrical high
tension wires. Pilgrim’s planned route
also crosses St. George Ave, a major
road joining municipalities of at least
two Counties, and is a commercial
area, with newly developed busi-
nesses.

Arlene Murphy
Richard Lenihan

Roselle

COMMUNITY ROOTS...Two River Community Bank offers continued finan-
cial support of the Westfield Farmers’ Market, which will feature local vendors
during its season from June through August. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) Executive Director
Gene Jannotti, Two River Vice-President and Commercial Loan Officer Jody
Weinberg, GWACC Chairman Christopher Devine and Two River Vice-Presi-
dent and Business Development Officer Jeff Schneider.

Dissolving Waterfront Commission
Bill Heads to Governor’s Desk

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Democrats to
abolish the Waterfront Commission
of New York Harbor received final
legislative approval on Monday and
now heads to the governor’s desk.

The Waterfront Commission of
New York Harbor was created through
a compact between the states of New
Jersey and New York (and approved
by Congress in 1953) to ensure fair
hiring and employment practices and
investigate, deter, and combat crimi-
nal activity and influence in the Port
of New York and New Jersey. How-
ever, the commission has been tainted
by corruption in recent years, and has
been accused of compromising port
operations by exercising powers it
does not have.

The bill, A-3506, directs the Gov-
ernor, on behalf of New Jersey, to
notify the Congress of the United
States, the Governor of New York,
and the Waterfront Commission of
New York Harbor, of the state’s in-
tention to withdraw from the com-
pact creating the commission, and
repealing the compact establishing
the commission and related statutes.
The bill would transfer the
commission’s functions and duties
within New Jersey to the New Jersey
State Police. Those duties include:
processing applications filed by indi-

viduals and firms required to be reg-
istered or licensed to undertake port-
related employment; supervising the
hiring of longshoremen, checkers,
and pier guards in the port; and mak-
ing employment information avail-
able to these dock workers. The State
Police would be responsible for
screening, registering, and licensing
individuals who are interested in
working at the dock. In doing so, the
State Police would be authorized to
deny or revoke the registration or
licenses of those who involve them-
selves in criminal activity.

The bill contends that the compact
does not contain an express with-
drawal provision, nor does it contain
a mandatory effective term. While
Congress retains the power to repeal
its approval of the compact, this does
not vitiate the contractual rights of
the compacting states. Unilateral ter-
mination of the compact by a con-
tracting state is supported by prin-
ciples of contract law. Since the com-
pact contains no language that New
Jersey and New York are perpetually
bound by it, contract law allows a
party to terminate the contract at will
upon reasonable notice if the party is
not perpetually bound by it.

The bill was approved, 75-0, by the
full Assembly. It was approved 36-0
by the Senate in December.

Bill Preventing Teen Cough
Medicine Abuse Advances

TRENTON – Continuing their ef-
forts to combat drug abuse by adoles-
cents, Assembly Republicans Mary
Pat Angelini (R-11th, Ocean) and
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21, Summit),
sponsors of legislation prohibiting
the sale of over-the-counter medica-
tions containing dextromethorphan
to persons under the age of 18, have
announced the bill, A-622/1469, has
won General Assembly approval.

Dextromethorphan, commonly
known as DXM, is an over-the-
counter ingredient found in more than
120 cough and combination cold
medicines, including Nyquil,
Robitussin, Coricidin, Delsym,
Zicam, Theraflu, and Vick’s Formula
44. It can cause hallucinations, sei-
zures and death when taken in large
quantities.

 “Since DXM is legal, many teens
believe it’s less dangerous than ille-
gal drugs. It’s not,” Ms. Muñoz said.
“Taken in large doses, it can cause
hallucinations and loss of motor
control. It’s often combined with
other ingredients like antihista-
mines and decongestants. High
doses of these combined meds can
cause fatal liver injury and cardio-
vascular problems.

“If they aren’t already doing so,
parents should pay attention to what’s
in their medicine cabinets and who is

using what drugs,” she continued.
The bill also requires the Depart-

ment of Health to post a link on its
website containing a list of products
in which dextromethorphan is an ac-
tive ingredient.


