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Letters to
the Editor

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

Ponder this: if the 2016 Presiden-
tial election presents the voters with a
choice between Jeb Bush and Hillary
Clinton, and the winner gets re-
elected in 2020 as most incumbents
do, then in a span of 36 years only
three family names will have occu-
pied the White House: Clinton, Bush
and Obama. If you add back the eight
years that George H.W. Bush served
as vice-president (1980-1988), then
this 2020 projection would also mean
that in the 11 prior presidential elec-
tions, only two did not have a Bush or
Clinton on the ballot. Incredible, yes?
But right now, more likely than not.

Name recognition is almost always
an asset in American politics, and
dynasties have been built upon it.
The oldest American political dy-
nasty is here in New Jersey, where six
generations of Representative Rodney
Frelinghuysen’s family have continu-
ously served in Congress dating back
to the founding of the nation. Two
more recent and familiar dynasties
were both a post-war product of no-
blesse oblige: the Kennedy family’s
three senators, and the Rockefeller
family’s three governors. In 2009,
more than 10 percent of those in the
Senate and House were related to
someone who had once served in
Congress.

The continued presidential domi-
nance of the Bush and Clinton clans
is something beyond name recogni-
tion, and says interesting things about
both our candidates and us. About the
candidates: the millions of dollars
that presidential candidates now
spend to win votes in the short term
also helps to build an enduring brand
for the winners in the long term.
Once in office it can also become a
family brand too, thanks to daily
marketing of positive messages in
the digital era. For example, if First
Lady Michelle Obama had any po-
litical aspirations (and I wish she
did), you can bet that her 5.4 million
daily Twitter followers (almost double
Hillary’s number) would be on board
in a heartbeat. Building a successful
political brand also means establish-
ing long-term relationships with large
donors whose money (unfortunately)

Oldest American
Political Dynasty Is
Here in New Jersey

influences election outcomes. With
strong family ties to their party’s
largest contributors, on the day that
Jeb Bush announced his sudden can-
didacy the rest of the Republican
field started taking their day jobs
more seriously. The Bush family is
very good at fundraising, but no
match for the Clintons because Bill
never pauses to take both of his
hands (and arms) out of the deepest
Democratic pockets. Unfortunately
his charitable foundation is a con-
tinuation of the Slick Willie we once
knew in office: it lacks transpar-
ency; it is warehousing and over-
paying senior campaign staff wait-
ing for Hillary; and it sometimes
functions as a multi-million dollar
laundromat for foreign governments
and corporations seeking to buy the
friendship of a former president or
secretary of state. The Clinton brand
is very much like the Coca-Cola
brand: you can certainly count on
the same product year after year.

By 2024 the Clinton and Bush
families may have occupied the
White House for 28 out of the last
36 years. Will their family brands
have been that strong despite their
individual flaws? Or will public
confidence in others have been so
weak? Will our voters have pre-
ferred the devils they knew to can-
didates less known? And would
fears of new leadership in a more
complex world have proven what
our European allies are whisper-
ing today-America has lost its con-
fidence? When Franklin Roosevelt
was elected to an unprecedented
third term in 1940, his supporters
argued that with world war immi-
nent continuity in the White House
was essential, and this argument
also sustained his fourth election
in 1944. His last opponent, Repub-
lican nominee Thomas Dewey ar-
gued that “four terms or 16 years is
the most dangerous threat to our
freedom ever proposed.” Term lim-
its were adopted soon after (1947).
As for family term limits, I expect
Bill Clinton himself will lead that
discussion, but not before Chelsea
leaves the White House in 2032.

Zoning - Why Not Do What The Scotch
Plains People Want Who Live Near It?

Is Shelter Development LLC tak-
ing a second bite of the apple or is it
simply a case of sour grapes? Or,
more likely, is it trying to cash in on
the Democratic political victory in
the November election?

Shelter Development came to the
Town Council back in 2013 and re-
turned this past week. It wants to
build a senior ‘assisted living’ com-
plex on Terrill Road in Scotch Plains
at the 14 acre Parker Gardens site,
right next to Terrill Middle School.
The facility will consist of 3-story
buildings, housing about 240 units
for independent and assisted living
for seniors, a commercial kitchen,
recreational common space for resi-
dents, as well as a more “Secure
Area” for dementia care facilities.
Richard Skolnick, attorney for Shel-
ter Development said, “that the pre-
cedent in these cases is actually to
“govern by ordinance,” meaning to
get a master plan change from the
council is preferable than to go be-
fore the zoning board.”

That site is zoned for one-acre
single family homes. The zoning does
not permit apartments or “Congrogate
Care” facilities like the one Shelter
Development wants to develop.

In 2013 the Town Council, after
residents publicly voiced concerns at
a council meeting, decided not to
change the zoning for the Parker
Gardens site.

Now they are back, and once again
the possibility of more tax revenue
(and the lack of children being added
to the school system) is tempting the
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella.

Unlike 2013 Ms. Gialanella seemed
to be championing the proposal be-
cause it would bring in about
$750,000 of annual tax revenue
whereas Parker only pays about
$44,000 annually (though only 17
percent of the total would go to the
town and more than 60 percent would
go to the school system) and would
not increase the number of students
in the school system (as opposed to
the 12 or so houses currently permit-
ted).

Ms. Gialanella seems not to appre-
ciate the concerns that residents of
the south side of town had back in
2013.

“Councilmember Gialanella noted
that she had received positive com-

ments regarding the proposed devel-
opment. Council member Gialanella
also noted the Council has a respon-
sibility to explore all options that
increase revenue or decrease ex-
penses.

Councilmember Gialanella stated
that it was unfortunate that the neigh-
bors felt ill-advised and urged resi-
dents to be more involved in the pro-
cess.”

She also seems to not appreciate
that the development would be in
direct competition with the Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Housing Cor-
poration on Lake Avenue (which
Scotch Plains taxpayers have guar-
anteed) and the age restricted town
homes on the Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club Site. If the builder at
Shackamaxon is unable to sell those
town homes as age restricted those
bedrooms will certainly house chil-
dren which could cause the Board of
Education to construct another school
in the District (thus foiling the whole
age restricted concept completely).

We should also remember that the
Senior Citizen Housing Corp. com-
plex will be owned by the taxpayers
in seven short years, at which point
the competition from this proposed
development might present even more
issues and limited required opera-
tional funds.

Is Ms. Gialanella overlooking the
fact that our volunteer first aid squad
would be stressed to provide 24/7
coverage for the seniors at the devel-
opment, and our volunteer fire de-
partment might also find it a bit of a
challenge to cover a number of 3
story buildings without additional and
expensive equipment? Lastly, will a
segregated, “Secure Area” as a de-
mentia facility next to a middle school
present concerns to both residents
and parents of students? Oh – and
don’t forget Terrill Road’s rush hour
traffic jams will get even more con-
gested.

So all in all, it isn’t quite clear why
Ms. Gialanella is overlooking all of
these issues just so the town can col-
lect $125,000 or so a year of addi-
tional tax money that she can spend.
Why can’t the site just be left with the
zoning it has – which is what the
people who live near it want?

Frank J. Festa, Jr.
Scotch Plains

Lá Fhéile Pádraig
Excerpts from Wikipedia: “Saint Patrick’s Day

or the Feast of Saint Patrick is celebrated annually on
17 March, the death date of the most commonly-
recognized patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c.
AD 385–461). — He was born in Roman Britain.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an
official Christian feast day in the early
seventeenth century. The Lenten re-
strictions on eating and drinking alco-
hol are lifted for the day, which has
encouraged and propagated the
holiday’s tradition of alcohol consump-
tion.

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holi-
day in the Republic of Ireland, North-
ern Ireland, Newfoundland and Labra-
dor and Montserrat. It is also celebrated

around the world; especially in Britain, Canada, the
United States, Argentina, Australia and New
Zealand.” “Wearing of the green (meaning to wear a
shamrock) — Originally, the color associated with
Saint Patrick was blue...” [In Dublin] The first Saint

Patrick’s Festival was held on 17 March
1996. In 1997, it became a three-day
event, and by 2000 it was a four-day
event. By 2006, the festival was five
days long; more than 675,000 people
attended the 2009 parade. Overall,
2009’s five-day festival saw close to
one million visitors who took part in
festivities that included concerts, out-
door theatre and fireworks.” In New
Jersey, nearly everyone is Irish on St.
Pat’s Day.

Mahr Should Run for Assembly
Against Party-Backed Candidates

The Union County Democratic Committee played
politics again last week by selecting former Rahway
mayor James Kennedy over Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr to run for state Assembly in the 22nd
Legislative District in place of Linda Stender, who
announced she would not seek re-election. Mrs.
Stender’s political career was damaged after news
broke that her husband applied for financial help
from Coastal Habitat for Humanity for his
Manasquan bungalow that was damaged in
Superstorm Sandy.

Last week the Democratic chairs in Linden (Free-
holder Chris Hudak), Plainfield (Assemblyman Jerry
Green), Rahway (Mayor Samson Steinman), and
Scotch Plains (Senator Nick Scutari through Mrs.
Stender’s proxy), picked Mr. Kennedy at a so-called
“screening” held at a restaurant in Plainfield.
Fanwood; Clark and Winfield backed Mrs. Mahr.
How could Mr. Scutari, a resident of Linden, be
allowed to vote for Scotch Plains?

In our view, the chairs made a big mistake in their
vote. Mrs. Mahr has served Fanwood well over the
past 12 years. In addition, she has shown true lead-
ership in her efforts with the Conference of Mayors,
which she chaired a few years ago, served on the
executive board of the New Jersey League of Mu-
nicipalities, and chaired the Mayor’s Coalition with
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition’s efforts for a one-
seat ride to New York City.

But Mayor Mahr, who serves as vice-chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic Committee, was
the victim of a backroom deal. As she told reporters
after losing a 4-3 vote to Mr. Kennedy, that going
into the screening she felt the vote had been prede-
termined. What a shock. Of course it was. Reports
are that Mr. Kennedy was recruited to run for the
Assembly seat.

We wonder if there will be any fall out with
women voters similar to what derailed Michael
Lapolla’s campaign for Congress in 2000 against
than Fanwood Mayor Maryanne Connelly. Mayor
Mahr told reporters that by passing her over for the
party’s line in the primary, they have disenfran-

chised 55 percent of voters, who are women, in the
legislative district.

The Women’s Political Caucus of New Jersey said
in a statement on its website: “We were extremely
disappointed that the Union County Democratic
municipal chairs chose former Rahway Mayor Jim
Kennedy over Colleen Mahr, by a 4-3 vote, to
succeed Stender. We are closely monitoring devel-
opments in the 22nd Legislative District as they
unfold...”

Assemblyman Green, the county’s Democratic
chairman who also serves as Plainfield’s Demo-
cratic chairman, has said Mr. Kennedy would be a
full-time lawmaker, indicating that he would not
seek to have Mrs. Stender or Mrs. Mahr resign
from full-time Union County government jobs.
Mrs. Stender is deputy director and project man-
ager with the Union County Improvement Au-
thority at a salary of $90,000. Mrs. Mahr is head
of Union County Division of Strategic Planning
and Intergovernmental Relations at a salary of
$83,000. We believe the Mayor should either seek
private sector employment or vow to quit her
county job and become a full-time lawmaker if
she is elected to the Assembly.

We question if Mrs. Mahr’s county job is really
Mr. Green’s reason for not supporting her. If this was
the case, why has he not said anything about Al
Mirabella keeping his freeholder seat after being
named township manager for Scotch Plains?

We encourage Mrs. Mahr to file a primary chal-
lenge against Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Green, as voters
deserve the opportunity to decide who should be the
party’s candidate in November, not a small group of
municipal chairmen.

Perhaps she should join with Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp, who also intends to run for Assembly
in the primary. Mrs. Mahr would not be able to seek
re-election as mayor since New Jersey does not
allow a candidate to seek two elective offices on the
same election ballot. But political opportunities like
this do not come around all that often. Mayor Mahr
should seize the opportunity.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thuriferous – Bearing frankincense
2. Pleon – The abdomen of any crusta-

cean
3. Intagliated – Engraved or stamped

in
4. Inspissate – Thickened by evapora-

tion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MAZAMA
1. A type of dugout canoe
2. The Rocky Mountain goat
3. A slaughterhouse for cattle
4. Starvation

STERCORACEOUS
1. Having a well-formed jaw
2. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
3. Having the nature of feces
4. Discolored or blackened

JACARE
1. A Brazilian alligator
2. A Hindu trader or merchant
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A fish net

ARCTATION
1. An eruption of blood from an artery
2. Contraction of a natural opening
3. A thundering or lightning
4. The act of curling or coiling

Bramnick to Lead Talk
On ‘New Media’

UNION – The media has changed
substantially in the past 20 years.
Political leaders are the focus of in-
stant reporting, social media and
Internet bloggers.

A bipartisan panel will discuss the
impact on elected officials in the new
media world. Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), will lead the panel which
will include former Governor Jim
McGreevey.

The 1 p.m. event will be held at
Kean University, in the STEM Audi-
torium, Room 221. To reserve a seat,
please call Glen Beebe in the Assem-
bly Republican Office at (609) 847-
3400 or e-mail GBeebe@njleg.org.

Bill Preventing Testing
Earns Approval

TRENTON – The General Assem-
bly has approved legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Republican Betty
Lou DeCroce (R-26th, Parsippany)
to exempt young school children from
standardized testing.

The bill, A-3079, would prohibit
schools from administering standard-
ized assessments from kindergarten
to 2nd grade.

“Children in the early grades should
spend as much class time as possible
learning the fundamentals of read-
ing, math and social skills,” Ms.
DeCroce said. “These years are cru-
cial for forming the foundation for
future education. Instead of testing
them to collect data, we should allow
kids to be kids.”

The bill would prohibit commer-
cially developed standardized tests,
but Ms. DeCroce noted that the bill
does not ban all testing in kindergar-
ten to grade 2. Under the bill, evalu-
ations could be administered and
scored by a teacher or school board.

Deadlines
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Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
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Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org
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(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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See more letters on page 5


