
NEWLY OPENED... Gala Hair Artistry has opened at 107 Center Street in
Garwood. Pictured at the grand opening, from left to right, are: Carol Kearney,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC); Justin and Mariline
Rosario, owners; Tim York, GWACC; Bill Niederstat, Garwood councilman;
Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, cutting the ribbon with Ms. Rosario;
Patrick Cicala, GWACC; Mike Martin, Garwood councilman, and Gene Jannotti,
executive director, GWACC.

Kean Introduces Bill
To Reform Port Authority

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
to reform the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey:

“This common-ground legislation
is our only chance to reform the Port
Authority, which has been troubled
by waste, fraud and abuse over the
past couple of decades. We can now
pass this bill to protect commuters
and taxpayers with all of the work-
able and helpful provisions from bi-
partisan sponsors and governors on
both sides of the Hudson River,” Mr.
Kean said in a prepared statement.
“It’s the solution that sponsors and
leaders in New York have been wait-
ing for, as they’ve delayed the origi-
nal, vetoed legislation. This is the
opportunity for sponsors and leaders
in New Jersey to pass complete re-
form that has a real chance of being
signed into law.”

Senator Kean’s reform legislation
was sent last week to all sponsors and
both governors in New Jersey and
New York, as well as the Port Author-
ity. The bill, in part: Protects toll
paying citizens of New Jersey by
ensuring at least six meaningful pub-
lic hearings with participation from
Port Authority commissioners prior
to any toll hike; contains legislative
oversight by requiring Port Author-
ity officials to testify on important
issues upon bipartisan approval of
presiding officer and minority leader;

Provides for a chief ethics officer
and inspector general to oversee the
actions of Port Authority commis-
sioners and employees; provides for
governance, finance and audit com-
mittees of the board; provides for a
whistleblower protection program;
requires each commissioner to sign a
statement of independence and fidu-
ciary faith to the agency; prohibits
any commissioner from voting on or
participating in any discussion or
decision if the commissioner or a
family member has any “direct or
indirect financial involvement;”

Establishes the new chief execu-
tive officer of the Port Authority to
ensure appropriate executive man-
agement of the Port Authority and to
avoid conflicts between the states;
requires the Port Authority to estab-
lish a core mission that focuses on the
region’s critical transportation infra-
structure needs. The Port Authority
would not be able to take any action

inconsistent with that mission, in-
cluding the purchase of real estate or
the engagement in, real estate devel-
opment efforts unrelated to its mis-
sion; prohibits the Authority’s capi-
tal plan from including any discre-
tionary regional development funds;

Requires that the annual report in-
clude a list of all real property and a
list of all real and personal property
disposed of during that period. (The
list must contain the price received
and the name of the purchaser); re-
quires a needs assessment of any toll
increase to be completed 90 days
prior to a vote; and requires, at a
minimum, commissioners, the chief
executive officer, the chief ethics and
compliance officer, the Chief Finan-
cial Officer, those in policy-making
positions, and those earning over
$200,000 in total yearly compensa-
tion adjusted for inflation annually
(about 241 employees) to file finan-
cial disclosure statements.

Lance Statement On
Vote to Fund Dept of
Homeland Security

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)
issued the following statement after
House passage of legislation to fund
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity fully:

“The U.S. Senate’s continued fail-
ure to block the President’s unilat-
eral actions threatens our national
security and hinders our efforts to
secure our borders. At a time of
growing terrorist threats both here at
home and abroad it is critical that
Congress ensure continued funding
for our nation’s homeland security
operations.

“I continue to oppose strongly
President Obama’s illegal amnesty
program. We must pursue through
the courts and through the Congress,
as vigorously as possible, ways to
stop these actions and I am encour-
aged by the recent federal district
court injunction stopping the
President’s unconstitutional execu-
tive overreach.

“Inaction in the U.S. Senate, how-
ever, has put the safety and security
of the American people at risk. It is
now time for Congress to fund fully
national security programs that keep
America safe.”
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BOE Proposes 1.7 Percent
Tax Hike in School Budget

Bd. Concurs With Changes
In Cranford Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board last Wednesday at its workshop
meeting reviewed a proposed ordi-
nance to modify the maximum build-
ing coverage for residential use, as
well as conducted an informal discus-
sion of further possible revisions to
the land development ordinance.

“The township had a presentation
and we found it was very thorough.
We went and put this ordinance for
introduction and now it is back at the
planning board for your official re-
view. Nothing has changed from what
we’ve seen before,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“I think it will make everybody
happy,” Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
said.

Mr. Hudak had made recommen-
dations last month to the planning
board to amend the land develop-
ment ordinance after finding that
building coverage maximums that
were recently added to the ordinance
resulted in most of the homes in
Cranford being non-conforming in
building coverage. This would mean
any construction to a home would
need a variance sought and would
burden the taxpayer and the zoning
board, Mr. Hudak said.

The zoning officer’s analysis was
looked at “two ways,” Mr. Hudak said.
“I took minimum lot sizes and did a
setback analysis for each zone. Then
actual surveys of (properties) pro-
posed, approved or to come in the near
future and came up with my recom-
mended numbers,” Mr. Hudak said.

“Based on what the maximum foot-

print is on the theoretical, it worked
out to be pretty comparable,” Mr.
Hudak said.

The planning board unanimously
agreed to recommend to the town-
ship committee its concurrence with
the revisions of the land development
ordinance.

“We are not going to revise the
master plan,” Mayor Kalnins said.
“We will revise the ordinance.”

Next, the planning board began a
review of a spreadsheet of uses in the
land development ordinance as a way
to remove redundancies and combine
categories that are like categories.

The Barker Lounge, located in
Roselle Park, is moving to the Ply-
mouth Printing building on North
Avenue East, Mr. Hudak said as a
side note during the review of uses in
the township.

During public comment, resident
Frank Krause again discussed his dis-
approval of the application presented
by the developer of the Twin Oaks
Townhomes, in the R-5 zone, 1 Hale
Street, that was approved in 2006.

The application first went before
the zoning board and was denied,
Board Scribe Ruthanne Della Serra
said as she reviewed the records. The
applicant then revised its plans and
went before the planning board, Board
Vice-President Lynda Feder said.

“It reduced the density to conform
with the ordinance,” Mr. Hudak said
of the amended application that was
submitted to the planning board.

PSE&G will present an applica-
tion to the planning board on Wednes-
day, March 18, at 8 p.m. following a
workshop meeting at 7:30 p.m.

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation met Monday night to go over
the preliminary budget for the 2015-
2016 school year. Most areas of the
budget were projected flat over last
year. However, the general tax rate is
proposed to increase by 1.7 percent.

Partially this has to do with a gen-
eral increase in costs of programs and
salaries. The size of the student popu-
lation is not a factor in this budget; in
fact there is a projected decrease of
49 students in grades K to 8. Business
Administrator Robert Carfango said
a study would have to be done in the
future to map projections and see if
the Cranford School District will be
down in enrollment.

Instead, the money raised by the
tax revenue that is not being put into
already existing operational costs will
be put into a surplus, or an emer-
gency reserve fund. Mr. Carfango
noted that currently, Cranford has
about $200,000 in surplus money or
“less than one–half percent,” as he
explained it to the board. He said
many districts of comparative size
keep around “one to one and one-half
percent of their budget” as a surplus
in case of an emergency.

He said the preliminary budget has
$25,000 marked for repairs spread
across the eight buildings as routine
fixes, but a larger surplus could be
used in the event of unforeseen re-
pairs. Board member Camille
Widdows also noted that a surplus
could be needed should students move
into the district with special needs.

A 1.7-percent increase would cost
about $88.95 per the average home
assessed at $181,000, according to a
study provided by the business
administrator’s office. Mr. Carfango
also said that every $100,000 in
spending equates to about $5 per
household. So, “while every dollar
counts,” he said, trying to make a cut
to the increase would not save any-
one a lot of money.

No new programs are being added
under this preliminary budget, but all
existing programs will still have full
funding. Projects mentioned by the
board that would not see light this year
include the updating of science labs
and money for middle-school sports.

The board made sure that it was
known nothing in the budget was set
in stone, but that a draft was required
to be submitted to the Union County
Executive Superintendent’s office by
Friday, March 20. At this point New
Jersey state laws allow the county
superintendent, a state office, to make
any changes they see fit.

“They have the power of the pen,”
Mr. Carfango reminded the board.

“They can line item [veto] anything
they want.” The board will hold a
public presentation and hearing on
the budget on Monday, April 27.

In addition to the budget discus-
sion, there was an update about the
progress of the New Jersey PARCC
Test. Around 60 students have now
opted out of the test, primarily high-
school students. That number is less
than surrounding school districts,
according to Schools Superintendent
Gayle Carrick. School districts must
have 95 percent of students partici-
pate in the testing or else the district
can face penalties from the state in-
cluding refusal of state aid.

Ms. Carrick also noted the numbers
fluctuate and several parents who have
opted their students out have now
changed their minds and opted back
in. In her report to the board, she stated
that “students were not technologi-
cally frustrated” and were reporting
“the test as easier than expected.”

Mary Vedetti, board president, gave
a legislative update and told the board
that she was unsure how current leg-
islation pending in the state Assem-
bly, including prohibition on testing
in kindergarten through second grade
and a three-year moratorium on the
use of assessments for various stu-
dent advancements, would affect the
district in the future.

Women Honored for
Achievement in County

COUNTY – The Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women has an-
nounced the 2015 recipients of the Women
of Excellence Awards. The honorees will be
celebrated at the 23rd annual Women of
Excellence dinner on Friday, March 20, at
Galloping Hill Caterers in Union Township.

The candidates are nominated based
on their achievements and the impact of
their work on the County of Union in
areas like Arts and Humanities, Busi-
ness, Community Service, Education,
Government, Law, Medicine/Health
Care and/or Women’s Advocacy.

The 2015 honorees are: Karolina
Szatkowski of Bloomfield, YWCA of
Eastern Union County; Tricia Nering of
Fanwood, Heart for Humanity; Kathy
Lloyd of Roselle, Tap Into Roselle/
Roselle Park; Rev. Joy Mounts, associ-
ate minister, First Congregational Church
of Westfield; Ceil Mantia of Elizabeth,
social worker with City of Elizabeth;
Cynthia Alexander of Plainfield, a real
estate agent with Caldwell Banker in
Westfield; Lynne Fitzpatrick of
Cranford, owner of Guillotine Salon &
Spa in Westfield; Amy Boroff of
Fanwood, owner of Be Craftful in
Fanwood; Erica Bell Foster of Union,
Union Library branch manager, and De-
tective Adrian Gardner of Elizabeth.

Tickets for the dinner are available at
$45 per person by contacting Carol
Lombardo at (908) 789-0508.
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