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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

County Announces Pothole
Repairs, Hotline Information

UNION COUNTY – Now that
milder weather is here, road crews
will be out in force to repair the
many potholes that cropped up this

winter.
County roads are identified by

their blue route signs, which in-
clude the letters “CR” followed by
a three-digit number. To report a
pothole or any other issue with a
county road, use an online form
available through the Union County
Department of Public Works and
Facilities Management at ucnj.org.
Persons without internet access can
report potholes on county roads by
calling (908) 789-3660.

For potholes on state highways,
call the New Jersey Department of
Transportation at 1-800-POTHOLE
or use the online form at nj.gov/
transportation.

For local roads, contact the mu-
nicipality in which the road is lo-
cated. Website links for all 21 Union
County municipalities are available
through the County website,
ucnj.org/municipalities.

To plan your commute around
major road projects that may dis-
rupt traffic patterns in Union
County, visit the “Road Construc-
tion Update” page at ucnj.org/traf-
fic.

For all mass transit information,
visit Union County ConneXions at
ucnj.org/connect.

He and his wife, Heba, have three
adult sons, all of whom graduated
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood pub-
lic schools.

He holds a law degree from
Fordham University School of Law
and is a member of the New Jersey
and New York bars. He is currently
chairman of the board of The Catas-
trophe Risk Exchange, Inc., which
has 17 employees with offices in
Princeton and London.

He has been on the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board since January 2014
and is an active parishioner at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Dierkes, a Seton Hall Univer-
sity graduate, is senior vice-president
and a financial advisor with Morgan
Stanley. He was appointed to fill an
unexpired seat on the Mountainside
council in July 2013 and elected to a
full three-year term that November.
Previously he was the borough’s rep-
resentative on the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority.

“This year we will win seats on the
freeholder board,” Mr. Dierkes told
the 160 GOP committee members in
attendance. “Now for almost 20 years,

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UPSIDE DOWN STAMP…The Wilcomes Family admires the stamps at the
annual Westfield Stamp Club  Show  held Saturday in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building.

project was not completed by early
2016, the board would look “unfa-
vorably” on another extension re-
quest from the two carriers.

Mayor Glover had also proposed
moving the temporary pole at
Ashbrook further away from residen-
tial properties, but Mr. Kronk said the
idea was not feasible because the pole
would then be situated in wetlands,
which would require permits from the
state Department of Environmental
Protection. Given the time required to
secure those permits and the likeli-
hood that the PSE&G towers will be
ready for the carriers to reattach their
antennas in the meantime, the matter
would be moot. Mr. Anyanwu said he
would look into the idea of possibly
moving the pole at Parker Gardens to
a different location.
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Cell Towers

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCING TO THE BEAT…The Mountainside Restoration Committee spon-
sored “Move & Groove for History,” a dance and exercise event to raise funds
for the restoration and maintenance of the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the Levi Cory House. The event was held Sunday afternoon at the
Mountainside Borough Hall Community Room.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAM WORK…The Rotary Club of Westfield held its annual Pancake Break-
fast Saturday at Westfield High School. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rotary
volunteers Marta Alexandre of Spencer Savings Bank, Deirdre Gelinne of the
Westfield United Fund and Mary Ellen O’Boyle of Real Estate Relocation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUTTING A STAMP ON IT… Collectors check out stamps from a dealer at the
annual Westfield Stamp Club Show held Saturday in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building.

Cranford Reviews Budget,
Parking Lot Flood Mgmt.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed its 2015 budget
Monday at its workshop meeting.
The budget at this stage, before the
expense of additional departmental
staff, would have an increase of .85
percent over last year, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

During the budget review pro-
cess that has occurred in recent
weeks, the fire department has re-
quested to increase its manpower
by three — by adding a deputy
chief and two firefighters. It also
requested to reinstate an adminis-
trative officer position. Some com-
mittee members showed concerns
of costs and the necessity of the
administrative position.

The police department requested
two additional officers and an addi-
tional full-time parking enforcement
officer. The committee voiced agree-
ment with one additional police of-
ficer and an additional part-time park-
ing enforcement officer. Committee
member Tom Hannen, Jr. disagreed
with a part-timer.

It was also discussed to hire a full-
time maintenance person in the De-
partment of Public Works that would
be shared with the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien,
during his engineering report, voiced
his disapproval with a pervious pave-
ment application regarding the mu-
nicipal building’s parking lot or a
stormwater detention basin. The park-
ing lot is to be milled and paved. The
lot has experienced flooding prob-
lems due to the proximity to the
Rahway River.

Commissioner Hannen disagreed
and said he believes there should be
further evaluation for stormwater
management at the parking lot.

“It would require a full redesign of
everything,” Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien also said pervious as-
phalt would be too costly and if it was
salted during snow and ice condi-
tions that it would clog the surface,
rendering it useless.

One of the 2015 goals of the envi-
ronmental commission is to increase
pervious surfaces in the township,
Nelson Ditmar, chairman of the envi-
ronmental commission, said in his
report. “I urge you to see what you
can do with that,” he said.

The idea of increasing the hours of
engineering services to the township
was brought up again. Right now the
engineer is hired as a consultant who
works 12 hours a week in the town-
ship municipal building.

“I think a resident should be able to
walk in anytime and have access to
engineering staff,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

“I think we established that the
number of people walking in are mini-
mal; that it may be a luxury [where]
we could save some money,” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The flood advisory committee re-
cently heard a presentation by Hatch
Mott McDonald (HMM) on Phase
2B, which ties the storm drains into
the Riverside Drive pump station,
and Phase 5 for the Northeast Quad-
rant Stormwater Management
Project, Mr. Hannen reported during
committee reports. The committee,
he said, recommended going forward
with having designs drafted and an
updated estimate.

Phase 5 provides for additional in-

terior drainage improvements along
the west side of the Rahway River.
The drainage improvements are to
include a stormwater pumping sta-
tion, express sewer system, and col-
lector storm sewer system, according
to the HMM website.

The township retained HMM to
develop a comprehensive plan for
improvements to reduce the fre-
quency of flooding in the northeast
quadrant of the township, according
to HMM’s website.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B and
Phase 5 are between $10 and $12
million, Township Administrator
Terence Wall said last month.

Planner Paul Ricci presented a draft
tree ordinance for residential prop-
erty to the committee. Committee
members agreed the ordinance had
many holes in it and that it needed to
be further evaluated and vetted
amongst the committee. The com-
mittee also has yet to determine the
goal of having a tree ordinance.

“The objection we are hearing is,
who are we to tell people what they
can and cannot do on their prop-
erty?” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said.

The committee is focused on pre-
serving trees in the township and
preventing clear cutting, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

Barbara Krause, a member of the
tree advisory committee, said the or-
dinance draft presented was similar
to Summit’s tree ordinance, which
the tree advisory committee con-
cluded was an ordinance it would
recommend.

“It is a middle ground,” she said of
the ordinance in comparison to other
municipalities’ ordinances that were
either too restrictive or not effective.
She said after Superstorm Sandy took
down trees, property owners have
become in fear of trees falling on
their homes. “There is a culture of, ‘I
don’t want any trees’,” she said.

Mr. D’Ambola discussed again his
proposal for introducing a new ordi-
nance that would prohibit cars from
being parked on the street when the
roads are snow covered to allow for
the plow trucks to clear the road-
ways. Commissioner Adubato said
she thought it could be a “hardship”
to some residents who have nowhere
to park off-street. Mr. D’Ambola sug-
gested allocating certain lots in the
township for residents who do not
have driveways or enough space in
the driveway for multiple cars.
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Union County GOP

WVRS is a volunteer organization
and its equipment, supplies and
training are completely funded by
donations.

“The donations are 100 percent
tax-deductible,” stated Ms.
Feldman, “and 100 percent of your
donation goes to the operation of
the rescue squad. We are not paid
and none of the money goes to ad-
ministrative expenses.”

Donation cards will be sent to all
Westfield residents in the next few
weeks. For more information about
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, visit
westfieldrescuesquad.org/.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the demolition of single-
family dwellings located at 1723
Boynton Avenue, 875 North Av-
enue West and 13 Wychview Drive,
a single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 771 Bou-
levard and a detached garage lo-
cated at 707 Westfield Avenue.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 24,
at 7 p.m., at the municipal building
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will imme-
diately be followed by the council’s
regular public meeting at 7:45 p.m.
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every single freeholder has been a
Democrat. And the citizens of Union
County have gotten a clear idea of
what 100-percent Democrat domi-
nation feels like.”

“By electing Rich and I, we will be
able to question what’s going on and,
more importantly, offer alternatives
and start making Union County a
better place to live,” Mr. Dierkes said.

“We are both planning to work
very hard on this campaign,” Mr.
Fortunato said. “Together when we
are elected, we hope to make a real
difference for the county.”

The 20th Legislative District is rep-
resented by Democrats, Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano of Union
and Jamel Holley of Roselle, who
was just named to Assembly to re-
place Joseph Cryan upon his election
as county sheriff.

Mr. Kozlovich ran for county free-
holder in 2012. He said he has been
involved in politics since he started a
Young Republicans Club as a teen-
ager.

Mr. Stryeski, chairman of the
Roselle Republican Committee, lists
himself as an independent political
organizer on his LinkedIn page.
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Co. Budget
that gun buybacks work, that’s a
weapon [turned in] and that means
somebody is safe.”

The sheriff then spoke about up-
coming initiatives including health-
centric endeavors to increase physi-
cal fitness on the force and an effort
to make the office more efficient. He
stated 2015 as the goal for having all
officers out from behind a desk and
doing the work they were hired for.

Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran gave a thorough presentation
about his department’s accomplish-
ments and goals for emergency re-
sponse timing and personnel. The
Bureau of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) has been receiving in-
creased calls over the last several years.
The budget, at an all-time high, called
for a $30,000 increase for overtime.

Mr. Moran stated that EMS “started
the year with about eight calls a day”
then “ended the year with about 16.”
He believes it is important to assure
county residents that “when they call
911 for an ambulance that one is
going to be immediately available.”
In his presented budgets two ambu-
lances would be on call 24/7. In-
creased ambulance use also provides
increased revenue for the county. Total
number of calls has risen from 1,887
in 2013 to 4,223 in 2014.

Union County EMS received an
award from the state for being “The
Outstanding Public EMS Agency of
the Year.”

The Department of Public Safety
also hopes to provide public first re-
sponder and CPR classes in Westfield
in the upcoming year.

Department of Parks and Recreation
Director Ronald Zuber spoke of the
ongoing projects for the county includ-
ing repeating the successes of last year’s
drive-in movies. There are planned
improvements for the Watchung Res-
ervation, making it more accessible to
hiking, horseback riding and mountain
biking. There is also planned expan-
sion of the New Jersey Greenway.

There were some questions about
increased overtime in the budget which
had to do with the increased snow fall
this year and the last. Freeholder Chris
Hudak asked if the department was
taking any plans for the future to miti-
gate these costs by absorbing them into
the budget and out of overtime, saying:
“We’ve had an increased number of
natural disasters, and weather-related
incidents… watching the news it doesn’t
look like these things will go away… If
this is the world we’re going to be
living in over the next 10, 20, 50 years
we should have a better plan than over-
time.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

GW Council Considers
Parking Permit Expansion

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough council
members on Tuesday received their
first look at an amendment to the
borough’s parking ordinance that
would expand residential preferen-
tial permit zones from Anchor Place,
Myrtle Avenue and Willow Avenue
to 10 other streets on both the north
and south sides of town.

It also would expand the hours
that limit two-hour parking on the
13 streets from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The draft of the ordinance was
one of three that council members
received weeks in advance of their
official introduction, a procedural
change adopted last month to give
officials an opportunity to review
and suggest changes.

The council also was presented
with soon-to-be proposed measures
that would create positions for a
deputy borough administrator and
director of aging.

In an effort to discourage out-of-
town commuters who take the bus
or train into Newark or New York
from parking on residential streets,
the amended ordinance would
greatly expand the two-hour limit
permit areas, Parking Committee
Chairwoman Ann Tarantino said.

Residents would be exempt but
would need to obtain a free decal
from the police department.

Currently, two-hour parking is
enforced on Anchor Place between
North and Second Avenues, the 200
to 400 blocks of Myrtle, and the
200 to 400 blocks of Willow.

The new regulations would add
the 100 to 300 blocks of Cedar
Street, the 200 to 300 blocks of
Center, the 100 to 300 blocks of
East, the 100 to 300 blocks of North
Maple, the 100 to 300 blocks of
North Oak, Second and Third Av-
enues from the Cranford border to
North Maple, the 100 to 300 blocks
of South Oak, and the 200 to 300
blocks of West and Winslow Place
between North and Second.

The deputy borough
administrator’s position is being put
forth, at a salary of $4,500 per year,
to essentially create a backup in
case of emergency, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said.

“Our rationale was that there is a
potential real issue, if something
were to happen to the borough ad-
ministrator, that there is really, pos-
sibly no one to carry out those
duties...to make sure we have some-
one in place that’s trained that can
handle the types of things, if there
were an emergency that were to
occur, if the Family Leave Act were
to be used,” Ms. Todisco said.

Although theoretically someone
from outside the borough could be
hired in a part-time capacity for the
position, Ms. Todisco said the com-

pensation was so low that it likely
would be someone already work-
ing for the borough who would be
designated to learn the job respon-
sibilities.

In other developments, council
members were informed by Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) representative
Carol Kearney that the chamber has
scheduled the second annual
Garwood Rocks street fair for Sun-
day, June 7. Already the GWACC
has confirmed 40 vendors and nine
food concessionaires.

The chamber is looking to ex-
pand the areas of display for an-
tique and specialty cars on Center
Street to Unami Park. Ms. Kearney
said the GWACC was looking to
change the layout of the fair, espe-
cially how far east and west it would
allow vendors, displays, etc., on
side streets.

The chamber also hopes to add a
children’s obstacle course, which
would include a competition with
elimination heats throughout the day.

In action taken by the council,
the members unanimously approved
a Wednesday, April 1 bond sale to
consolidate $2.7 million in already
existing debt. It also voted to award
a $19,667.50 contract to Edmunds
and Associates of Northfield, N.J.,
to replace the borough’s account-
ing software and an $11,800 con-
tract to Capital Fence of Linden to
install chain link fencing at three
locations where encroachments by
residential property owners were
identified.

Additionally, the governing body
approved Mayor Charles
Lombardo’s nomination of Ken
Capobianco, an 11-year Garwood
resident and Mountainside police
officer, as the town’s director of
emergency management.

Finally, the council members pre-
pared to return tonight, Thursday,
March 12, for the unveiling of the
next fiscal year’s budget. Tonight’s
meeting will be the first of two
special meetings in eight days where
officials will discuss the financial
blueprint before it is formally in-
troduced. The second meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, March 19,
at Borough Hall.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


