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GOP Names Cand. Slates
For Freeholder, Assembly

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee selected candi-
date slates Monday night in state Leg-
islative Districts 20, 21 and 22 as well
as for county freeholder. The filing
deadline for the June Primary is
Monday, March 30, at 4 p.m.

The party endorsed Republican
incumbents, Assembly members
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit, in Dis-
trict 21; Stephen Kozlovich of
Union and Roger Stryeski of Roselle
in District 20, and former Scotch
Plains councilman William Vastine
and William Michelson, an attor-
ney and land use planner from
Plainfield, in District 22.

Mr. Bramnick, a lawyer, has been
in the Assembly since 2003 and Mrs.
Munoz, a registered nurse, has been a
lawmaker since 2009.

In remarks to committee members,

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) said he
hoped to see the GOP win the major-
ity in the Assembly, which it has not
had since 2001. He also hoped to see
the party win seats on the freeholder
board, something that has evaded the
party since 1997.

In the race for freeholder, commit-
tee members picked Richard
Fortunato of Scotch Plains and
Mountainside Councilman Rene
Dierkes.

The party did not pick a third free-
holder candidate or a candidate for
county clerk. The GOP’s executive
committee was authorized to look for
a clerk candidate.

Mr. Vastine, a finance manager with
the Plainfield YMCA, served on the
Scotch Plains council from 2011
through the end of 2014. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in speech commu-
nication from Texas A&M Univer-
sity. Mr. Vastine previously ran for
the Assembly in 2009.

“It’s not going to be easy (to win in
District 22). When I made the deci-
sion to run this year, I knew full well
that the odds were against us. I knew
that it was going to take a lot of hard
work and it was going to take a great
deal of effort,” Mr. Vastine said.

He was critical of incumbent Demo-
cratic Assembly members Jerry Green
of Plainfield and Linda Stender of
Scotch Plains, who is not seeking re-
election and has been replaced by
former Rahway mayor James

Kennedy on the Democratic Party-
endorsed ballot line, citing unem-
ployment numbers in Plainfield that
he said are double the national aver-
age.

“What I don’t understand is why
the two of them were not focused on
creating opportunities for people
other than themselves as far as eco-
nomic growth and jobs,” Mr. Vastine
told GOP committee members gath-
ered at Kean University’s STEM
Building in Union Township. He also
said he wished Mrs. Stender had fo-
cused on education, noting that Plain-
field receives $125 million in school
funding yet the school district gradu-
ates less than 40 percent of its stu-
dents.

He said the Assembly race this fall
will come down to turnout, “the effort
we put in on the ground.”

Mr. Michelson, who previously ran
for Plainfield City Council two times,
said he is well known in the city and
is “interested in reaching out to mi-
norities.”

“I am going to put in the commit-
ment to this. I’ve thought about it at
times. It’s the first time I am actually
attempting state office,” Mr.
Michelson said. “We got a shot at it
(winning) and this is the year we need
to do it. The state needs it.”

Mr. Fortunato and his family have
lived in Scotch Plains since 1992,
having moved there from Red Bank.
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Planning Board OKs Temporary
Cell Towers For Additional Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board this week gave approvals
to T-Mobile Northeast to keep in place
its cellular telephone antennas at two
temporary sites on the south side of
town, but board members sharply
warned the company that it needed to
restore its antennas to permanent spots
on PSE&G transmission towers by
April 2016.

In October 2012, the board gave
permission to both T-Mobile and New
Cingular Wireless to erect temporary
cell towers for two years on Terrill
Road near Parker Gardens and on
Raritan Road near the Ashbrook Nurs-
ing Home while PSE&G replaced its

transmission towers along the right-
of-way paralleling Terrill Road. With
that two-year period ending in April
and the PSE&G project not fully com-
pleted, the two carriers sought one-
year extensions in order to maintain
adequate cell phone coverage for their
subscribers. The board approved New
Cingular’s request last month.

At the board’s meeting on Monday,
Timothy Kronk, a planner for T-Mo-
bile, said he was “highly confident”
the antennas would be restored to
their permanent spots on the PSE&G
towers and that the temporary mono-
poles — which have caused neigh-
borhood residents to complain —
would be removed within 12 months.
But, as they did last month during the

New Cingular hearing, board mem-
bers repeatedly emphasized the need
to have the project completed as soon
as possible.

Mayor Kevin Glover asked for the
board to be provided with a schedule
so that residents are aware of when
the temporary antennas will be re-
moved. In response to a question from
Board Vice-Chairwoman Theresa
Flood, Mr. Kronk said PSE&G is
aware that both carriers are ready to
have their equipment reinstalled. The
utility has been “very cooperative,”
he said, holding monthly meetings to
update carriers on the progress of the
tower replacement project. Board
Attorney Evans Anyanwu also pointed
to the need to complete the project
within a year.

Mr. Kronk said PSE&G won’t re-
install the antennas during the sum-
mer and winter months when electric-
ity usage is at a peak. He explained
that this is because the installation
requires the utility to initiate a “con-
trolled outage” of electric power —in
essence, a re-routing of transmission
wires around the tower being worked
on, with no effect on PSE&G custom-
ers but still risky if a summer or
winter storm were to disable a substa-
tion being utilized as part of the con-
trolled outage.

Given the time needed to coordi-
nate antenna installation with PSE&G
as well as the approaching summer
season, Mr. Kronk said his “best
guess” was that the project could be
completed in the fall. That calcula-
tion was challenged by a resident who
was skeptical that the installation
would be able to be completed within
the estimated four-week construction
period in September and October. He
pointed out to the board that if the
antennas were not reinstalled in the
fall, it was unlikely that the work
would be able to be completed before
April 2016.

Board Chairman Michael Graziano
said the board agreed with the
resident’s concerns, but added that
the resolution to approve the one-
year extension would include lan-
guage identical to last month’s New
Cingular extension stating that if the

Happy St. Patrick’Happy St. Patrick’Happy St. Patrick’Happy St. Patrick’Happy St. Patrick’s Days Days Days Days Day

Brian Horton  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TOAST TO THE IRISH… . Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, leads the crowd in a toast at Fanwood’s fifth annual
Irish Festival in Fanwood Saturday. The event, a benefit for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters, was sponsored by
Oh' Brian's Pourhouse and the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

FUTURE SQUAD MEMBERS....Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) Cindy
Hill and Lucas Cimafonte from the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad visit the
preschool classes of School  No. 5 in Linden. These children were very excited
learning about the services provided by the squad. They also had a tour of the
ambulance. The squad welcomes new members as well as those interested in
contributing time and talent to support the organization. Individuals can apply
for membership at age 18 or serve as a cadet at age 16. Those ages 14 or older can
serve on the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Auxiliary. For more information,
contact scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com or call (908) 322-2103 any week-
night between 6 and 11 p.m.

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IRISH JIG…Irish dancers perform at Fanwood’s Irish Festival on Saturday. The
fifth annual festival was held inside a tent set up at the Fanwood Train Station
parking lot.
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David Kelly Sworn in as
Westfield Fire Chief

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday night, the
town council passed a resolution
naming veteran Westfield firefighter
David Kelly as the town’s new fire
chief.

Brother of recently deceased Fire
Chief Dan Kelly, Chief David Kelly
had been a volunteer firefighter for
four years before becoming a pro-
fessional firefighter in 1992.

Chief Kelly was promoted to lieu-
tenant in 1999, captain in 2004 and
deputy chief in 2005. Since 2008,
he served as an investigator on the
Union County Fire Investigation
Unit and was an instructor at the
Union County Fire Academy for 10
years.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky reflected
on Chief Kelly’s elevation to head
of the fire department. “It is impor-
tant at this time, as we move for-
ward, to recognize that although
this transition of leadership in the
fire department was precipitated by
an unexpected, untimely and heart-
breaking situation, David Kelly has
earned the title of chief based on
the merits of his experience, his
education, his dedication, his ser-
vice and his vision.”

Mayor Skibitsky continued,
“David has trained and has had an
affirmative influence on countless
firefighters and public safety
professionals…During his 23-year
career, David has been involved in

every aspect of fire department op-
erations. The town is very fortunate
to have a professional firefighter
and administrator of the caliber of
David Kelly.”

Chief Kelly was sworn in by
Mayor Skibitsky in the presence of
his family and a full room of sup-
porters, who then gave the new chief
a standing ovation.

Chief Kelly thanked the mayor,
the council and Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea on his promotion
and thanked his family and the
members of the Westfield Fire De-
partment for their support.

The council next issued a procla-
mation declaring the month of
March to be Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad (WVRS) Month.

Accepting the proclamation from
the mayor on behalf of the rescue
squad were members Stephen
Becker, deputy captain; Lynn
Feldman, treasurer, and David
Ozga, captain.

According to the resolution, the
squad has provided no-fee emer-
gency medical care and transporta-
tion to the residents and visitors of
Westfield for more than 64 years.

In 2014, the WVRS volunteered
a combined 35,000 hours of service
and responded to 2,301 calls.

Ms. Feldman thanked the mayor
and the council for the proclama-
tion. Ms. Feldman also reminded
the public of the rescue squad’s
upcoming annual fund drive. The

Freeholders Begin Hearings
On 2015 County Budget

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal affairs committee
began its hearings on Tuesday on the
proposed 2015 county budget with
budget presentations from the
sheriff’s office and departments of
public safety, economic development,
and parks and recreation.

The board received the county ex-
ecutive budget from County Man-
ager Al Faella of $492 million with a
tax levy of $336 million last week, an
increase of $9 million over last year’s
adopted budget.

Freeholders were excited at the
announcement of the county’s posi-
tive bond rating which had been
recently announced. Across the
board, budgets were up slightly,
some due to annual 2 percent raises,
but mainly for programs that laid
out significant benefits to the tax-
payers.

The Department of Economic De-
velopment touted a long list of ac-
complishments for 2014 and a longer
list of initiatives for the upcoming
year. Among their proposed projects

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEARING IN...Westfield firefighter David Kelly is sworn in by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky as the town’s new fire chief on Tuesday night with his wife, Karen, and
their children at his side. Brother of recently deceased Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Chief
David Kelly had been a volunteer firefighter for four years before becoming a
professional firefighter in 1992.

include many workforce placement
programs such as a youth-centered
job training program. Department
Director William Reyes, Jr. noted the
need for this, saying “the youth are
being squeezed out by older indi-
viduals.” Part of the program includes
the county paying for employees to
undergo training, making the hiring
process less of a risk for employers at
the same time it makes Union County
residents more appealing and likelier
to be hired because of their lower
risk.

Mr. Reyes also spoke about the
board-approved “We Are One New
Jersey” program which seeks to help
legal Union County residents with
their nationalization. Citing other
agencies that “unfortunately take
advantage of our residents… and
make them pay an exorbitant amount
of money for services we can do for
free.”

County Sheriff Joseph Cryan spoke
for his office about recent successes
including a gun buyback program
that took over 1,000 guns off of the
street. He further stated, “We think


