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Cranford Reviews Budget,
Parking Lot Flood Mgmt.

GOP Names Cand. Slates
For Freeholder, Assembly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed its 2015 budget
Monday at its workshop meeting. The
budget at this stage, before the ex-
pense of additional departmental staff,
would have an increase of .85 percent
over last year, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

During the budget review pro-
cess that has occurred in recent
weeks, the fire department has re-
quested to increase its manpower
by three — by adding a deputy
chief and two firefighters. It also
requested to reinstate an adminis-
trative officer position. Some com-
mittee members showed concerns
of costs and the necessity of the
administrative position.

The police department requested
two additional officers and an addi-
tional full-time parking enforcement
officer. The committee voiced agree-
ment with one additional police of-
ficer and an additional part-time park-
ing enforcement officer. Committee
member Tom Hannen, Jr. disagreed
with a part-timer.

It was also discussed to hire a full-
time maintenance person in the De-
partment of Public Works that would
be shared with the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien,
during his engineering report, voiced
his disapproval with a pervious pave-
ment application regarding the mu-
nicipal building’s parking lot or a
stormwater detention basin. The park-
ing lot is to be milled and paved. The
lot has experienced flooding prob-
lems due to the proximity to the
Rahway River.

Commissioner Hannen disagreed

and said he believes there should be
further evaluation for stormwater
management at the parking lot.

“It would require a full redesign of
everything,” Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien also said pervious as-
phalt would be too costly and if it was
salted during snow and ice conditions
that it would clog the surface, render-
ing it useless.

One of the 2015 goals of the envi-
ronmental commission is to increase
pervious surfaces in the township,
Nelson Ditmar, chairman of the envi-
ronmental commission, said in his
report. “I urge you to see what you
can do with that,” he said.

The idea of increasing the hours of
engineering services to the township
was brought up again. Right now the
engineer is hired as a consultant who
works 12 hours a week in the town-
ship municipal building.

“I think a resident should be able to
walk in anytime and have access to
engineering staff,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

“I think we established that the
number of people walking in are mini-
mal; that it may be a luxury [where]
we could save some money,” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The flood advisory committee re-
cently heard a presentation by Hatch
Mott McDonald (HMM) on Phase
2B, which ties the storm drains into
the Riverside Drive pump station,
and Phase 5 for the Northeast Quad-
rant Stormwater Management Project,
Mr. Hannen reported during commit-
tee reports. The committee, he said,
recommended going forward with
having designs drafted and an up-
dated estimate.

Phase 5 provides for additional in-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee selected candi-
date slates Monday night in state
Legislative Districts 20, 21 and 22 as
well as for county freeholder. The
filing deadline for the June Primary
is Monday, March 30, at 4 p.m.

The party endorsed Republican
incumbents, Assembly members
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit, in Dis-
trict 21; Stephen Kozlovich of
Union and Roger Stryeski of Roselle
in District 20, and former Scotch
Plains councilman William Vastine
and William Michelson, an attor-
ney and land use planner from Plain-
field, in District 22.

Mr. Bramnick, a lawyer, has been
in the Assembly since 2003 and Mrs.
Munoz, a registered nurse, has been a
lawmaker since 2009.

In remarks to committee members,
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) said he
hoped to see the GOP win the major-
ity in the Assembly, which it has not
had since 2001. He also hoped to see

the party win seats on the freeholder
board, something that has evaded the
party since 1997.

In the race for freeholder, commit-
tee members picked Richard
Fortunato of Scotch Plains and Moun-
tainside Councilman Rene Dierkes.

The party did not pick a third free-
holder candidate or a candidate for
county clerk. The GOP’s executive
committee was authorized to look for
a clerk candidate.

Mr. Vastine, a finance manager with
the Plainfield YMCA, served on the
Scotch Plains council from 2011
through the end of 2014. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in speech commu-
nication from Texas A&M Univer-
sity. Mr. Vastine previously ran for
the Assembly in 2009.

“It’s not going to be easy (to win in
District 22). When I made the deci-
sion to run this year, I knew full well
that the odds were against us. I knew
that it was going to take a lot of hard
work and it was going to take a great
deal of effort,” Mr. Vastine said.

He was critical of incumbent
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
STAMP ENTHUSIASTS… The Wilcomes Family admires the stamps at the
annual Westfield Stamp Club  show held Saturday in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MORE PANCAKES, PLEASE… . Westfield Rotary members Ray Kostyack
and Marcus Millet work the griddle at the annual Westfield Rotary Club
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser held Saturday at Westfield High School.

David Kelly Sworn In as Town’s
Fire Chief, Succeeds Late Brother

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday night, the town
council passed a resolution naming
veteran Westfield firefighter David
Kelly as the town’s new fire chief.

Brother of recently deceased Fire
Chief Dan Kelly, Chief David Kelly
had been a volunteer firefighter for
four years before becoming a profes-
sional firefighter in 1992.

Chief Kelly was promoted to lieu-
tenant in 1999, captain in 2004 and
deputy chief in 2005. Since 2008, he
served as an investigator on the Union
County Fire Investigation Unit and
was an instructor at the Union County
Fire Academy for 10 years.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky reflected
on Chief Kelly’s elevation to head of
the fire department. “It is important
at this time, as we move forward, to
recognize that although this transi-
tion of leadership in the fire depart-
ment was precipitated by an unex-
pected, untimely and heartbreaking
situation, David Kelly has earned the
title of chief based on the merits of
his experience, his education, his
dedication, his service and his vi-
sion.”

Mayor Skibitsky continued, “David
has trained and has had an affirma-
tive influence on countless firefighters
and public safety
professionals…During his 23-year
career, David has been involved in

every aspect of fire department op-
erations. The town is very fortunate
to have a professional firefighter and
administrator of the caliber of David
Kelly.”

Chief Kelly was sworn in by Mayor
Skibitsky in the presence of his fam-
ily and a full room of supporters, who
then gave the new chief a standing
ovation.

Chief Kelly thanked the mayor, the
council and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea on his promotion and thanked
his family and the members of the
Westfield Fire Department for their
support.

The council next issued a procla-
mation declaring the month of March
to be Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad (WVRS) Month.

Accepting the proclamation from
the mayor on behalf of the rescue
squad were members Stephen Becker,
deputy captain; Lynn Feldman, trea-
surer, and David Ozga, captain.

According to the resolution, the
squad has provided no-fee emergency
medical care and transportation to
the residents and visitors of Westfield
for more than 64 years.

In 2014, the WVRS volunteered a
combined 35,000 hours of service
and responded to 2,301 calls.

Ms. Feldman thanked the mayor
and the council for the proclamation.
Ms. Feldman also reminded the pub-
lic of the rescue squad’s upcoming
annual fund drive. The WVRS is a
volunteer organization and its equip-
ment, supplies and training are com-
pletely funded by donations.

“The donations are 100 percent
tax-deductible,” stated Ms. Feldman,
“and 100 percent of your donation
goes to the operation of the rescue
squad. We are not paid and none of
the money goes to administrative
expenses.”

Donation cards will be sent to all
Westfield residents in the next few
weeks. For more information about

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SQUAD MONTH...Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Stephen Becker,
deputy captain; Lynn Feldman, treasurer, and David Ozga, captain accepted a
proclamation from Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Tuesday night, declaring March as
Westfield Rescue Squad month. The squad is also currently conducting its annual
fund drive. For more information visit www.westfieldrescuesquad.org.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN...Westfield firefighter David Kelly is sworn in by Mayor Andy Skibitsky as the town’s new fire chief on
Tuesday night with his wife, Karen, and their children at his side. Brother of recently deceased Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Chief
David Kelly had been a volunteer firefighter for four years before becoming a professional firefighter in 1992.

BOE Defers Decision on Kehler
Lights Until March 17th Meeting

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A controversial
decision on placing temporary lights
at Kehler Stadium was deferred by
the Board of Education to allow them
to look into potential legal issues.

The board was told repeatedly by
opponents of the scheme that they
would be in contravention of land use
ordinances if they went ahead with
the lights.

The Westfield Soccer Association
has asked the Board to agree to a pilot
program which would see temporary
lighting powered by generators used

for a 10-week period from early
March to mid-May.

This would allow Westfield High
School and the town’s soccer and
lacrosse associations to use the turf
field for practice sessions at a time
when daylight would not otherwise
allow it to be used.

The lights would go out at 9:40
p.m. every evening from Monday to
Friday.

But residents of homes around
Kehler turned out en masse to
Tuesday’s meeting to tell the Board
they had had enough.

Gregg Lehmberg, who submitted a
letter signed by 50 people opposing
the proposal, said: “Our quality of
life has been affected since the turf
field went in. It is really quite inten-
sive on weekends, especially when
the PA system is in use and our drive-
way is often blocked by people park-
ing inconsiderately.”

A large number of people echoed
his concerns.

Greg Kasko said, “As I sit outside
my house on the porch at the week-
end, I can hear elementary school
children taking over the PA system
giving shout outs to their friends and
rapping, “Who Let The Dogs Out!”

And Scott Rodger said he had tol- CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

erated the increased noise from the
field and the other inconvenience and
had never petitioned the Board. “I
have been working with you,” he
said. “But now you are going to take
away our evenings as well. We are
really only asking the Board to be
good neighbors.”

WSA President Steve Aronson ex-
plained why the association felt they
had no alternative but to ask for the
lights. He said that, in dealing with
the lack of adequate field space, “Our
club has been innovative and imagi-
native but we are past the tipping
point. We are putting an unreason-
able burden on our parents and chil-
dren, asking them to drive to what we
sometimes consider to be sub-stan-
dard fields at some distance late in
the evening.”

Serina Vash, who coaches a girls’
soccer team, supported him, speak-
ing of all the life lessons the 10- and
11-year-old girls learn from playing
soccer.

“They have learned to win with
grace and lose with dignity, to shake
the referee’s hand even after a bad
call, that they are better as a team than
they are individually, how to pick
themselves up and try again. We are


