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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You for Toy
Drive Donations

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center, Sister Jacinta
Fernandes, and the children of
Elizabeth, the Garwood Knights
of Columbus (KOC) would like to
thank everyone for their dona-
tions to our annual Toy Drive.
Our thanks to the following people
for all their help and support. The
members of The Church of St.
Anne’s Rosary Society and their
President Christine Guerriero.
The friends and family members
from the Kenny Family Christ-
mas Party, Eastman Management
Corp. in Livingston, Managing
Partners, Michael and Peter
Schofel, especially Catherine
Mooney who arranged collection
boxes in five of their location;
including toy collections from her
co-workers at Eastman Manage-
ment and from the many tenants
in their building. MPE’s Student
Council from the Mt. Pleasant
Elementary School in Livingston,
and their School Counselor, Jen-
nifer Horwitz Kelner, who coordi-
nated collections from the stu-
dents, teachers, parents, and
staff. Ms. Mooney’s efforts re-
sulted in two carload of toys be-
ing donated.

Your donations were part of
254 large Hefty bags of toys
collected throughout Union
County for over 325 families in
need through St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center in Elizabeth. For
information on St. Joseph’s, visit
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith Gallagher
William Pevarnik
Robert Kenny, Jr.

Garwood KOC

issue of the double job arose, I
pointed out at a January Free-
holder meeting that this looks
like a serious conflict of interest.
Freeholder Estrada responded
that it wasn’t, even though he
has no legal expertise. This is on
public video of the meeting.

So in this last meeting’s public
comment portion, I queried
county counsel Robert Barry to
rule on the record that 1)
Mirabella’s double jobs are not a
conflict of interest and 2) Will
Mirabella in the capacity of Free-
holder be able to vote on the
county budget when it’s up for
the vote, since he would be vot-
ing on county funding and grants
for the Scotch Plains Township
operations and budget that he
also administers. If a freeholder
can’t vote on his own budget,
then he promptly shouldn’t be a
Freeholder.

Incredulous, he actually re-
sponded “no comment.” This is
all on public video. For a lawyer,
who is paid $164,000 as counsel
to serve the public in a legal
capacity, to avoid answering pub-
licly the questions that is of ma-
jor concern is just mind bog-
gling!

After the meeting was over and
everyone was leaving, regretfully,
I loudly called him a coward, and
he slinked away. However, as a
resident and taxpayer, Counsel
Barry deserved it for what he did
in public. On top of that, after the
meeting, Freeholder Mirabella, ar-
rogantly needled me on my grave
concerns.

My guess is that as long as the
county counsel doesn’t have to
do his job and rule on the con-
flict, then Mirabella can go mer-
rily along with his double job. For
Counsel Barry’s malfeasance,
who would have to push for
Barry’s disbarment? Why, one of
them would be Freeholder
Mirabella, right?

Sal Caruana, ex-Westfield

councilman’s editorial in the Feb.
26, 2015 edition of The Westfield
Leader calling Union County gov-
ernment a “pig trough” and “cess-
pool” with a “stench” is apropos.
And so the public is ignored, and
the Union County government
cesspool lives on.

Bruce Patteron
Garwood

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced
upcoming events, beginning on
Saturday, March 14, when local
author Eric Nierstedt will visit
the library at 11 a.m. to discuss
and autograph his latest book,
“The Equites.” A continuation of
“The Lightrider Journals,” it
chronicles the adventures of Joe
Hashimoto and his hardy band
of followers as they track down
and fight evil in the world. Light
refreshments will be provided.

Professional organizer Jamie
Novak will be at the library on
Thursday, March 19, at 7 p.m.
Her topic will be “Keep This,
Toss That.” Registration is re-
quired and may be done in per-
son at the library, by calling
(908) 789-1670 or via the
library’s interactive calendar
found on its website.

Toddler Story Time is held ev-
ery Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
with activities, songs and sto-
ries for children up to age 4.
Registration is not required for
this ongoing program for tod-
dlers and their caregivers.

Movie Time is offered every
Friday at 10 a.m. The library
shows first-run movies, classics,
old favorites and special re-
quests. Suggestions are always
welcome. Light refreshments are
provided, and the senior citizen
bus will provide transportation
for Garwood seniors.

Two book discussion groups
are held monthly at the library.
The afternoon group meets on
the third Monday of each month
at 1 p.m. and the evening group
meets on the first Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. Each group
is separate and chooses its own
selection to be discussed.
Monday’s selection for March is
“Take Me With You” by Catherine
Ryan Hyde, and the Thursday

selection is “The Red Tent” by
Anita Diamant. Both groups wel-
come new participants.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. The
e-mail address is
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com and
its website is youseemore.com/
garwood.

Individuals also are invited to
“like” the library on Facebook.

Garwood Library to Host
Author, Organizer Visits CRANFORD

Wednesday, February 18, Rich-
ard Kovolyansky, 26, of Spring-
field, Joseph Palitto, 26, of Spring-
field and Regina Bauer, 26, of
Union were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop. All three were
charged with possession of heroin.
Kovolyansky also was charged
with possession of prescription
medication. They were processed
and released pending an appear-
ance in Superior Court.

Friday, February 20, Kathleen
Roche, 33, of Linden was arrested
and charged with possession of
prescription medication, and with
outstanding warrants from Morris
Plains, Neptune and Millburn, fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Roche
also was cited for driving with a
suspended license.

Friday, February 20, Jessica
Matrongolo, 22, of Colonia was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with possession
of heroin, possession of marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia.

Tuesday, February 24, Ryan
Nunley, 23, of Springfield was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, February 25, Ber-
nard Isaac, 57, of Roselle was
arrested and charged with theft
and credit card fraud following an
investigation of a Bryant Avenue
resident’s report of a stolen purse.
Bail was set at $2,500.

Thursday, February 26, Najir
Green, 28, of Irvington was
charged with eluding, hindering
apprehension and resisting ar-
rest. Authorities said Green pro-
vided false identification to police
and attempted to flee the scene of
a motor vehicle stop on foot. Green
was transferred to the Union
County jail in lieu of $1,000 bail.

Friday, February 27, Kyleigh
Carney, 19, of Parlin was arrested
and charged with possession of
marijuana and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Garwood Knights
To Hold Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
on Friday, March 13, from 6 to
8 p.m. It will take place at The
Columbian Club building where
the Knights of Columbus hold
their meetings.

Tickets are $13 in advance,
$15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Fried
or baked fish will be available;
individuals are asked to specify
which when purchasing tick-
ets. Chicken will be available
for children age 14 and under
only. Dinner will include French
fries, coleslaw, dessert and
coffee. Attendees may dine in
or take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at
the Council Hall weekdays af-
ter 4:30 p.m., or weekends
after 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9809
or Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus is located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, across from
the PathMark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes).


