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Lady Pioneers Stop Raiders in Hoops Finale, 60-49
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Cougar Cappello Takes First at Region 3 Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

my time to get on the podium.”
Raider JT Beirne, seeded second at

138-lbs, began his journey to the fi-
nals with a 17-5, major decision over
Brandon Jones (Parsippany) then he
had a very tight bout with Dan Hedden
(South Plainfield) in the semis but
came out on top, 3-2, when he deliv-
ered a double-leg takedown in the
third period. But before that, Beirne
apparently had a takedown in the first
period but no points were awarded.

“I hit him with a double. I had both
legs locked. I don’t know what the
deal was. I really thought I had two

[points]. But you know what? I had to
come back and wrestle hard to get
those points back,” Beirne said.

His victory over Hedden automati-
cally qualified him for the NJSIAA
Tournament at Atlantic City (AC).

“It’s surreal! I have been dreaming
about this since I got in high school.
To actually be there, it’s mind bog-
gling. I worked hard,” Beirne said.

His title bout would be against Tyler
Gazaway (New Providence), who had
defeated him in overtime at the Union
County Tournament.

“It’s going to be exciting,” said

Beirne, who was true to his word.
After a scoreless but active first pe-
riod, Beirne escaped to take a 1-0 lead
but Gazaway got a reversal in the third
to go ahead, 2-1. Just before the buzzer,
Beirne nearly got a reversal, but
Gazaway got away with the victory.

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock
moved into the 220-lb fourth-seeded
bracket when he defeated Amir Sa
‘id (North Plainfield), 4-3. Spurlock
then recorded a third period
takedown to defeat Alexis Villegas
(Morristown), 6-4.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!
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WESTFIELD $1,795,000
Spectacular 5BR, 5 1/2BA COL, beautiful EIK
w/cust cabinetry & granite cntrs, 2-story Great Rm
w/fplc & floor-ceiling wndws. MLS 3185090

WESTFIELD $1,675,000
NEW cust CHC on 100x166 lot in Brightwood
area! 5BR, 5.1BA, gour kit opens to FR, MBR/tray
ceil & lux bth, HWF, fin bsmt. MLS 3174235

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,329,000
Brand New 5BR, 5BA Colonial w/panoramic views
of NYC! Gourmet KIT, Exquisite FP in FR, MBR ste
w/2 WICs, Fin bsmnt, 3-car gar. MLS 3173636

WESTFIELD $1,299,000
New 5-6BR, 4.1BA COL to be blt. Architecurally
distinctive home w/quality craftsmanship & meticu-
lous attention to details. MLS NAEX3383

WESTFIELD $1,100,000
Impressive 4BR, 3.1BA home, LR w/WBFP, expan-
sive FR, banquet sized FDR, reno'd EIK overlooks
lrg scrnd porch, Mstr ste w/WIC. MLS 3193254

WESTFIELD   $699,500
Beautifully maintained 4BR COLw/inviting front
porch,grand FLR w/fp flanked by blt-in display
cab,FDR w/French drs to FR. MLS 3198281

SCOTCH PLAINS $789,000
Cust built 5BR, 4BA Col, gourmet kit w/granite &
SS applncs, fin bsmnt w/full bth, kit & frplc, garage
w/loft, in-ground pool. MLS 3193807

SCOTCH PLAINS $602,000
Meticulously maintained 4BR 3BA home on 1 ac
lot,quiet cul-de-sac loc,opn flr pln,spacious & bright
rms,FR w/HWF & WBFP. MLS 3193795

WESTFIELD     $599,000
4BR, 2BA Brick Ranch! EIK w/new SS applncs,
adjoining den, HWF, new wndws, deck, att garage,
central air, lovely landscaped yard. MLS 3196882

SCOTCH PLAINS $589,000
Spacious 3BR, 3BA home on wonderful 1/2 acre
lot, LR/DR w/stone fplc, EIK w/granite & SS appl, lrg
FR w/vaulted beamed ceil. MLS 3199240

MOUNTAINSIDE $499,900
Spacious 4BR, 2BA Ranch. New kitchen & baths,
refin HWF, 2 FPLs, inground pool, Master BR w/full
bath and walk-in closet. MLS 3197752

SCOTCH PLAINS $449,000
Chrmng,well maint. 3BR, 2BA Col, updtd Kit
w/new appl, FDR/French drs to deck/patio, Sun Rm
off kit overlooks back yard. MLS 3196266

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

KELLET SCORES 12 PTs, CHRISTIANO 11 PTs, REMLEY 10

Cougar Boys Fall to Pioneers
On B-Ball ‘Sr. Night’, 58-50

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There would be no glorious ending
for the Cranford High School boys
basketball team on “Senior Night”.
The Cougars lost their season finale,
58-50, to New Providence on Febru-
ary 26 in a game played at Martin
Gymnasium in Cranford.

With seven graduating seniors play-
ing their final game before the home
crowd, the Cougars stayed true to the
form they have displayed most of the
season. The Cougar boys fought hard,
played well for long stretches of the
game but could not overcome an un-
timely dry spell that ultimately proved
to be their undoing.

“We didn’t play well in the third
quarter and I think that was what did
us in,” said senior Luke Christiano.
“It has been like that most of the
season for us. There is always a valley
in the game where we don’t play well
and that pretty much does it.”

After a back and forth first half that
saw the teams go into the break tied at
26-26, the Cougars appeared to be in
good shape. But New Providence
managed to go on a 7-2 mini streak to
open the third quarter that helped
them grab a 33-28 lead. New Provi-
dence then finished out the final
minute of the third quarter by
outscoring the Cougars 5-0 on a pair
of inside baskets by Kevin Haggerty
and a free throw by Bryan Joyce.
These two mini bursts were enough
to give the visiting Pioneers a 42-32
advantage heading into the fourth
quarter. It also helped that Cranford
could only manage six points in the
third quarter.

“We settled for a lot of three point
shot attempts in that third quarter and
throughout the game,” said senior
Albert Gargiulo. “Not many of them
went in. We needed to play better
tonight against New Providence and
we didn’t. I’m not sure why we haven’t
played more consistently this year.”

New Providence (17-7) took firm
command of the game in the first
minute of the final quarter. A three-
point basket by Sean Cole followed
by a pair of free throws from Joyce
gave New Providence a 47-32 lead
with just under seven minutes re-
maining. In the span of just over two
minutes, Cranford had gone from
being in a nip and tuck battle to being
on the verge of getting blown out.

To their credit, the Cougars
mounted a small rally, spurred on by
a thunderous dunk from senior James
Kellet. The rim rattling stuff came off
of an alley oop lob pass from fellow
senior Steve Wills with 5:52 to play
that cut the lead to 47-35. The crowd
pleasing play was part of a 9-1 burst
that helped pull Cranford to within
hailing distance at 48-41 with 3:13 to
play.

“We drew that play up in practice

yesterday hoping to get a chance to
execute it in today’s game,” said
Kellet. “It was Senior Night and we
wanted to have some fun out there on
the court.”

The fun stopped there though as
New Providence once again seized
control of the game. The visitors
would connect on eight of 10 free

throws down the stretch to eventually
rebuild their lead to 11, at 56-45 with
:32 to play. A three point basket by
Dante Anderson with :22 remaining
cut the lead to 56-48 but two more
free throws by New Providence sealed
the game. Kellet managed one more
rim rattling dunk as the clock expired
to make the final score 58-50.

Dylan Thomas led New Providence
with 12 points and George Daniel

chipped in with 10 points for the
winners. Kellet scored 12 points.
Christiano had 11 points and Hunter
Remley added 10 points to the Cou-
gar cause.

Cranford saw seven seniors play
their last games this night. Steve Wills,
Luke Christiano, Kevin Trotter, James
Kellet, Albert Gargiulo, Liam McKay

and Dante Anderson were honored in
a pre-game ceremony at half court
with their parents by their sides.

“Our record this season wasn’t very
good,” said Christiano, who will play
football this September for Lehigh.
“But I had a lot of fun playing with
these guys. It was never a bad experi-
ence.”
New Providence 13 13 16 16 58
Cranford 12 14   6 18 50

there between the girls that we had
guard them. With that said, there was
a lot of help defense today with girls
on the court. Our best defender is not
as tall as Sidney Morang, so now we

had to play solid help defense and
help [Caroline] Babis out if she should
get beat. I think we played the best

help defense that we played all sea-
son since the Summit game that we
played good defense there,” Coach
Mammolite said.

Freshman Brianna O’Brien led the

Raiders with 11 points, She also had
three rebounds, two assists and a steal.
Babis had four steals and five points.
Micaiah Battle netted 10 points, 10
rebounds, two steals and blocked a
shot. Myaysia Taylor (3 assists, steal)
sank seven of her nine points in the
fourth quarter. Kara Foley (assist, 2
steals) scored six points, while
Thabitha Dwunfour (7 rebounds, 3
assists, block) and Nya Downing (3
rebounds) each sank four points.

Due to the extreme lack of fouling,
the game became a quick up-and-
down contest. The Raiders went to
the line three times and hit 4-for-6,
while the Pioneers went only twice

and hit 2-for-2.
“It was a very physical game. It

was a very fast-paced game. There
weren’t many fouls on either side. I
think both teams played well. Both

teams took the opportuni-
ties that they got. If you are
not going to get fouled, you
have to make the lay-ups.
Both teams did that today,”
Coach Mammolite said.

Led by Morang, who
bucketed 10 of her points,
the Pioneers rolled to a 19-
9 lead at the end of the first
quarter. O’Brien had four
points, Battle banged a 3-
pointer and Taylor hit for
two. Morang and Kinum
each netted seven points in
a 20-11, second quarter run
to make the score, 39-20 at
the half. O’Brien swished a
3-pointer and added a 2-
pointer.

The Raiders found more
success scoring on the in-
side lanes in the second half
and Foley scored four of
her points in the third quar-
ter that ended 13-12, Pio-
neers. The Raiders
outscored the Pioneers, 17-
8, in the final quarter.

The Raiders’ strong and competi-
tive finish to the season bodes well
for the future.

“We do lose one senior [Dwunfour]
and she is a huge part of the team, but
the remainder of the other 10 girls are
coming back. It’s good for us to end
on a positive note to start on a positive
note for next year. Those last eight
games that we played very, very well
and six out of those eight we won,
they may say, ‘you know what? This
is something we can do.’ It was still a
success for them,” Coach Mammolite
said.
New Providence 19 20 13   8 60
Sc Pl-Fanwood   9 11 12 17 49
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAN SUPPORT...The crowd shows up in support of the Cranford boys on Senior
Night. Included among those pictured, clockwise from lower left, are: Katarina
Polyviou, Lyndsay Pace, Isabella Speer and Julia Schork.
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG NIGHT ON “SENIOR NIGHT”...Cougar  James Kellett, center, scored 12
points, including a pair of slam dunks against the Pioneers on “Senior Night”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNAWAY BALL...Pioneer Sidney Morang, No. 22, chases a runaway ball as Raiders
Caroline Babis, left, Micaiah Battle, No. 22, and Thabitha Dwunfour, No. 25, observe.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE DOUBLE LEG...Cougar Niko Cappello gets the double leg takedown on South Plainfield’s Christian
Gonzalez in the 182-lb semifinals. Cappello then won the title when he beat Rohan Phillip (Plainfield) 7-5 in overtime.


