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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gerry McGinley
1929-2015

There aren’t many people still
around town who remember seeing
Gerry McGinley play. But those who
saw him – and probably some who
didn’t – will gladly remind you that
any conversation about the greatest
football players ever at WHS has got
to include the big redhead.

A three-year starter for coach Joe
Freeman’s 1945-46-47 powerhouses,
McGinley played 48 minutes every
game back in the days when players
routinely played 48 minutes. He was
a three-year starter at linebacker on
defense, and a two-year starter at
offensive center, playing right end as
a senior. His seven touchdown recep-
tions that fall were a school record
until Brian Ciemniecki broke it in
1994.

Those teams went 9-1, 7-3 and 10-
0, a total record of 26-4, which in-
cluded wins over Plainfield in his
sophomore and senior seasons. He
was captain of the ’47 team, which
many old-timers feel gets underrated
when the school’s great teams are
discussed.

Red’s main sport was football, but
he was good enough to be named co-
captain, with Frank Coale, of the 1948
swim team that finished fourth at the
state championships.

The second of former New York
Giant Ed McGinley Sr.’s three foot-
ball playing sons – Ed Jr. (’45) and
high-scoring Rick (’50) were the oth-
ers – Gerry followed his storied WHS
career by continuing the McGinley
tradition (the father, all three sons) of
attending the University of Pennsyl-
vania. There, in addition to filling the
all-American shoes of his father, he
also had to replace graduating All-
America Chuck Bednarik, a future
pro star with the Eagles. As a senior
McGinley earned all-America hon-
ors, and was a 10th-round draft pick
of the Eagles in 1952.

Instead of pro football, McGinley
chose to serve as a First Lieutenant in
the U.S. Army during the Korean
War. After that he started a 40-plus-
year career as a stockbroker. He and
his wife Pat settled in Short Hills and
raised five kids. The oldest of them,
John, has enjoyed a solid acting ca-
reer, appearing in, among others, the
movies “Platoon” and “Wall Street,”
and starring as Dr. Perry Cox on the
TV sit-com “Scrubs” for nine sea-
sons.

When the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame opened its doors in 1994,
McGinley was one of the dozen indi-
viduals inducted in the first class,
along with Olympians Chris
Campbell and Bob Clotworthy, pro
baseball’s Jeff Torborg, coaching leg-
ends Gary Kehler and Merilyn Dia-
mond, and all-around standouts Frank

Jackson, Glen Kehler, Sam Mitchell,
Dave Morash, Lee Waring and Joe
Wiendl.

Following his induction, McGinley
became a huge WAHOF supporter
and was a regular attendee at the
dinners. He never missed a dinner
until last November’s 11th induction.
He had moved to Hobe Sound,
Florida, but with former football team-
mate Jack Reydel among the 2014
inductees, you got the feeling that
maybe something was wrong when
Red wasn’t there.

On Monday, Feb. 23, at age 84
Gerry (Red) McGinley passed away
in Florida. Services were held last
Friday in Florida. Ed McGinley Sr.
had passed away in 2007.

We heard of McGinley’s passing
from Peter Braun, a fellow WAHOF
inductee.

“Both Rick and Gerry were before
my time,” said Braun (’61), a two-
time all-state guard/linebacker at

WHS. “I got to know Gerry from the
investment business. We had some
mutual clients. Also, I rented a shore
house I had in Mantoloking to Gerry
and his wife Pat for several seasons.
My daughters were always excited
because Gerry’s movie actor son John
stayed in their room.”

Next to McGinley’s senior photo in
the 1948 Weather Vane, it said: “This
captain of our undefeated eleven is a
fighter in sports, but out of uniform
‘Ger’ is always a gentleman. Sincere
and silent, he is also a leader with
unusual perseverance and distinctive
red hair. He ranks among the best.”
GIRLS BASKETBALL UPDATE

You want to talk about a moment
frozen in time? It was the final sec-
onds of the Union County Tourna-
ment girls basketball final. WHS was
trailing by a deuce and the final sec-
onds are ticking off the clock.

On the bench was senior co-cap-
tain Jaime Miller, whose sister Erin
was the all-time 3-point leader at
WHS. One of the referees was Tom
Cusimano, whose daughter Jackie is
No. 4 all-time at WHS in “treys.” In

the stands was George Handza, whose
daughter Tara is No. 5 all-time in 3’s.
On the court were Lil Scott and Jackie
Knapp, who rank No. 1 and 3 all-
time. (And don’t forget WHS’s first-
year coach Liz McKeon, who is No.
12.)

Shannon Devitt rebounded a late
miss and got the ball out to Knapp.
The senior’s open shot was on target,
but clinked off the front of the rim just
a smidge short. Patrick had survived
45-43.

Going almost unnoticed was Scott
recently broke Miller’s school record
of 125 3-pointers and had 127 going
into Monday’s state tournament game
against Dickinson. Knapp is third with
108.

Among the fans in the crowded
Kean University gym was former girls
coach Joe Marino, who led the 2008
team to the lone county title in pro-
gram history. Also there was Westfield
Athletic Hall of Famer Russell (Boo)

Bowers, who has served as eighth-
grade coach for years.

The Blue Devils played two of the
state’s Top 10-ranked teams – beat-
ing No. 7 Roselle Catholic 57-51 and
falling to No. 9 Patrick – in the UCT
semis and finals, and outscored them
100-96.

“It was a great game and we almost
had it,” McKeon said. “The girls
played their hearts out. It was quite a
run.”

JAYVEE COUNTY CHAMPS
The WHS girls basketball junior

varsity captured the Union County
Tournament with a 45-43 victory over
Cranford. Freshmen Josie Greenwood
scored 24 points and Lauren Sgro
converted a “old-fashioned” three-
point play – a basket and a foul shot
– for the winning points.

DEVIN BREAKS RECORD
Junior Gwyn Devin set a school

record in the 100-yard breaststroke
with a 1:07.41 during Saturday’s time
trials at the state Individual Champi-
onships at Gloucester Institute of Tech-
nology in Deptford. The old mark of
1:07.74 was set 33 years ago by Hall of
Famer Janney Zonnevylle. Caroline
Basil’s 57.83 in the 100 back improved
on her No. 2 time. John Lindros fin-
ished second in the 200 freestyle in
1:41.53, No. 2 all-time at WHS.

WHS ‘UPSETS’ CENTRAL
The 10th-seeded Blue Devils “up-

set” seventh-seed Hunterdon Central,
2-1, in Friday’s Round of 16 in the
Public A tournament, and advanced
to play second-seeded Randolph on
Monday at Mennen Arena in the
quarterfinals. WHS, which had beaten
Central 6-2 earlier this season, got 33
saves from goalie Dan DoCampo. It
was the third straight year the Blue
Devils eliminated the Red Devils,
from states.

CLOSE, BUT …
Cotter Spurlock (220) was seeded

13th and upset the No. 4 and No. 5
seeds before losing 3-2 on an ulti-
mate tiebreaker to top-seeded Saverio
Salfcas of Kenilworth in Saturday’s
Region 3 semifinals. John Fuller (126)
and Jarek Gozdieski (160) both lost
to top-seeded kids from Hanover Park
at the Region 3 tournament.

CELEBRATE!
Last Saturday was the 27th birth-

day, a.k.a. clean anniversary, for my
brother Craig, better known to every-
one as CJ. He is the former owner of
CJ’s Extra Innings sports cards and
comic book store, a local landmark
for over 20 years, selling it about 10
years ago.

IN PASSING
Don Covay, who wrote ’60s hits

like “Mercy Mercy,” “Pony Time”
and “Chain of Fools,” passed away
on Jan. 31 at age 78.

Leonard Nimoy, one of the great
TV actors of my youth, passed away
on Feb. 27 at age 83. Nimoy is most
famous for his “Star Trek” role as Mr.
Spock, the Vulcan master of logic. He
later performed many roles, includ-
ing two seasons as The Great Paris,
Martin Landau’s replacement on
“Mission: Impossible.”

SCOTT SCORES 12 PTs, KNAPP NETS 10 PTs, LIDDY 8 PTs

Blue Devils Fall Just Short
To TPS in UCT Final, 45-43

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship was there to be
had for the Westfield High School
girls’ basketball team. Jacqueline
Knapp’s 3-point attempt was barely
off the mark and The Patrick School’s
Qadashah Hoppie hauled in the re-
bound as the buzzer sounded giving
the Celtics a 45-43 victory and their
first UCT championship held at Kean
University on February 27.

“I don’t think we could have asked
for anything else from our girls to-
night,” said Westfield Head Coach
Liz McKeon. “They gave us every-
thing they had. The Patrick School is
a very good and talented team. They

beat us by 11 the first time we played
them this year and then by 12 the
second time. But this game tonight
was fought to the very end. Some-
times the difference between win-
ning and losing is just a matter of
inches. You saw that tonight. When
Jackie let that shot go, I think a lot of
us felt like it was going in.”

Westfield (15-8), which upset
Roselle Catholic in the semis to earn
their spot in the final, jumped out to a
6-0 lead against The Celtics and held
the advantage throughout most of the
first half. The Blue Devils were get-
ting it done with gritty play from
sophomore center Shannon Devitt and
junior forward Amalia Montes who
drew the tough assignments of trying
to limit the Celtics’ tall frontcourt
players to one shot and out.

Westfield’s defense also bothered
the Celtic ball handlers forcing them
into frequent poor passes that resulted
in turnovers. Despite not hitting a single
3-pointer in the first half, the Blue
Devils were dictating the action and
running from the lead most of the way.

“They know we like to shoot a lot
of threes,” said McKeon. “They play
aggressive defense at the top and they
contest those shots.”

The 20-6 Celtics finally tied the
game, 20-20, just before the half on a
3-pointer by Aliyah Powell then took
its first lead 45 seconds into the third
quarter when Amani Williams scored
a basket in the paint.

The Blue Devils answered with an
inside basket from Devitt then Knapp
drained a 3-pointer to regain the lead
at 25-22. Hannah Liddy hit a 3-pointer
then Westfield stretched its lead to
32-24 after a pair of free throws by
Devitt and Knapp’s fast break lay-up,
forcing The Patrick School to take a
time out with 3:33 remaining in the
third quarter.

The Celtics roared back, erasing
the lead in just over two minutes.
Powell hit a 3-pointer, Shyasia

Pridgen made a lay-up and the Celtice
hit 4-for-4 from the line to grab a 33-
32 lead with 1:28 left.

With 6:36 left in the game, Lil Scott
rolled in a lay-up to give Westfield a
36-35 edge. The Patrick School staged
an effective full-court press that did
mange to take the Westfield players
out of sync on offense.

“They are a very good defensive
team,” said Scott. “They are very
quick and they got us out of our
offense a little bit at key times during
the second half.”

The Patrick School scored eight of
the next 10 points to grab a 45-40 lead
with :57 remaining. Liddy then nailed
a 3-pointer to cut the score to 45-43
with :42 left.

Westfield’s defense then forced a
turnover on the other end when Celtic
Zhane Irby stepped out of bounds
while dribbling along the baseline
with 30 seconds remaining.

The Celtics’ pressure defense con-
tinued. Liddy made a strong drive
through the lane. Her shot caromed
off the backboard into the hands of
the Celtics Raven Farley-Clark, but
somehow Devitt managed to pry the
ball away and kicked it back out to
Knapp at the top left side of the key

just beyond the 3-point line.
Knapp lined up her shot as the

clock ticked down to under five sec-
onds and she launched a shot towards
the basket as a pair of Celtic defend-
ers lunged towards her.

“Shannon did a great job fighting
for the rebound and then being able to
kick it out to me in the middle of that
battle,” said Knapp. “I had the look. I
just didn’t hit it.”

Knapp’s shot looked like it would
be a dagger through the heart of The
Patrick School as it arced down to-
wards the basket. But instead, the
shot clanked off of the rim and into
the waiting hands of Hoppie with :02
to play sending The Patrick School
players and fans into a raucous cel-

ebration mode.
“I watched that shot go up and I just

felt helpless,” said TPS junior
Shamachya Duncan. “It would have
been terrible to lose the game like that
after we had fought so hard to come
back.”

But for Westfield the missed shot
represented the agony of being so
close to claiming a county title only
to watch it bounce away.

“In fairness to Jackie, that last se-
quence with the ball was not smooth
for us,” said Scott. “It was definitely
chaotic and things were really
discombobulated. We were fortunate
that Shannon was able to get the ball
back and give us a chance for the last
shot. They did a great job of pressur-
ing us on defense so that we were
reacting to them instead of running
our offense efficiently.”

Powell and Williams led The Patrick
School with 14 points each. Farley-
Clark had 10 rebounds. Scott (2 as-
sists, 2 steals) finished with 12 points
and Knapp (3 assists, 2 steals) had 10
points. Liddy (3 assists, 3 steals) had
eight points and Devitt (3 steals) had
seven points.
Westfield 12   8 14   9 43
Patrick School   8 12 15 10 45

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Frank Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Cell: (908) 337-2245
email: fisoldi@aol.com

523 Westfield Avenue, Westfield $765,000
Professionally zoned property convenient to train, bus transportation and the restaurants, shops of downtown
Westfield. First floor used for medical offices second floor is leased. Onsite parking in addition to street parking.

Call Frank Isoldi for details: (908) 337-2245

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus 

on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with one month’s rent free.

* One month rent-free offer valid on new leases signed through Mar. 31, 2015 on select apartments. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

ONE MONTH’S 
RENT FREE!*

Gerry (Red) McGinley is pictured with his brothers Ed (left) and Rick

Reading is Good For You
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE FREE THROW...Blue Devil Amalia Montes, No. 23, concentrates on her free throw in the Union County
Tournament championship game against The Patrick School at Kean University in Union on February 27.

UCT JV CHAMPS...The Westfield High School girls’ J.V. basketball team won
the Union County Tournament on February 27 at Kean University by defeating
Cranford, 45-43. The team finished with an overall record of 16-4. The team is
coached by Dave Hartzler and the members of the team are: Nicolina Albano,
Sam Della Fera, Emily Greaney, Jenna Iorio, Kelsey Moum, Casey Popowski,
Josie Greenwood, Sonya Peregrim, Mia Melao, Molly Ryan and Lauren Sgro.

Probitas Verus Honos


