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Every now and then an internal
crisis will strike the Democratic
bosses and their hacks who rule Union
County and catch them behaving like
frenzied ants at a picnic. The picnic,
unfortunately, is your tax dollars and
the bloated half-a-billion-dollar
Union County budget which costs
Westfield residents 23 cents of every
real estate tax dollar. Under one-party
rule, Union County government is a
big family business for the Demo-
cratic leaders and their cronies
(friends, family, supporters and do-
nors). Sadly, it is your family that is
paying for all of it. This week a giant
feeding frenzy began for a coveted
job opening as Democratic Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender abruptly
announced that she will not seek re-
election this year due to breaking
news of a scandal involving her hus-
band. Last week, prior to this bomb-
shell, Planet Westfield questioned in
this space the announcement of a
new job for Assemblywoman Stender
as “deputy director and project man-
ager” of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA) at a salary of
$90,000. Qualifications? What quali-
fications? In Union County, a second
and higher paying job at one of its
crony job banks like the UCIA is the
ultimate partisan reward; it often
comes near the end of a government
employee’s career to boost their three-
year income average upon which a
public pension is based. Stender’s
new job will raise her combined sala-
ries to $139,000 per year and last
week her appointment seemed like
another one of those slimy double-
dipping pension deals for a career
politician. That was last week. This
week, the news about her husband
makes her UCIA appointment look
and smell like something else: a bla-
tant political payoff to rid the 2016
Union County Democratic ticket of
her presence as a growing liability.

This week Assemblywoman
Stender is a newly and badly dam-
aged incumbent, following news of
her husband’s alleged attempt to milk
a charity for the rebuilding costs of a
home destroyed by Hurricane Sandy.
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Stender Damage
Causes Feeding Frenzy

According to published reports, the
demolished original was 700 square
feet and the replacement design her
husband Richard allegedly attempted
to get executed was actually over
2,000 square feet. Questions have
arisen as to whether he was truthful in
applications and interviews about
income and primary residence claims.
Suddenly the timeline of Assembly-
woman Stender’s UCIA job offer
becomes very suspicious. If she met
with the Democratic bosses to share
her husband’s troubles before the job
was offered, then the new job could
have been the result of a spoken or
unspoken grand bargain. In return
for the soft landing and a new low-
show county government job at al-
most double her Assembly salary and
pension credit, the party gets to purge
a popular but now vulnerable incum-
bent from the 2016 ticket with a help-
ful voluntary withdrawal. Mrs.
Stender’s seat is an important and
valuable commodity to the Demo-
crats, and to the political hacks and
retreads who are lining up to beg for
it.

In her announcement the Assem-
blywoman cited “personal issues that
have become an insurmountable dis-
traction to me, my running mates,
and most importantly to the constitu-
ents.” The “distraction,” as Stender
calls it, also involves unclear infor-
mation as to her complicity in serious
questions involving honesty, integ-
rity and false application. Bilking a
charity is like stealing money out of
the poor box. As the credit card com-
mercial used to say: “membership has
its privileges” but apparently the en-
titlement card that Mr. Stender and
other Union County Democratic roy-
alty and family members carry around
in their hearts and minds may not be
honored everywhere in state, particu-
larly by charities. It’s also a shame that
the Assemblywoman threw her hus-
band under the bus so soon and dam-
aged his credibility with such a swift
resignation. Should new large home
additions in Scotch Plains become
known as “McExStenders” this sad
chapter may find a name it deserves.

Letters to the Editor

Your editorial about President
Abraham Lincoln is excellent! (The
Westfield Leader, Feb. 19).

There is much to admire in President
Lincoln! The Great Emancipator, the
President who saved the Union. There
are many great Lincoln statements but
for me one of the greatest is his message
to Congress, December 1,1862, during
the height of the Civil War.

“The dogmas of the quiet past, are
inadequate to the stormy present. The
occasion is piled high with difficulty,
and we must rise with the occasion. As
our case is new, so we must think anew,
and act anew. We must disenthrall our-
selves, and then we shall save the coun-
try.”

The key word for me, a favorite word
of mine, is “disenthrall” which means
“to liberate!” That what once worked
may not work now. That plans once set
may need to be revised. That old theo-
ries do not always explain. That the
world is no longer what it once was.
The statement is refreshing because of
Lincoln’s breadth of thought with its
wider horizon and his deep reflection
on what had to be done.

Some 40 years later on November
21,1901 Winston S. Churchill, another
great leader, said at the Philomatic So-
ciety dinner in Liverpool, “We live in
an age of great events and little men.”

The great events that swirl about us
require the effort of leaders like George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The
country is fortunate that they were our
leaders during dark days. But we are

not guaranteed that there will be others
like them to lead us into the future! The
historical record is not encouraging!

The late Professor Richard Neustadt
in his book “Presidential Power and the
Modern Presidents: The Politics of
Leadership” argued “The presidency is
not a place for amateurs.” Presidents
must be prepared from the first minute
in office to do what has to be done to
keep our country safe and great and the
envy of the world. Washington and Lin-
coln were not amateurs!

What is it that Washington and Lin-
coln had that is in such short supply
nowadays? Is it “the vision thing” about
which President George W. H. Bush
spoke or is it something deeper than
even that?

A certain refinement of mind? An
enlightened education? A willingness
to take risks? An ability to see ahead
when most people are looking behind?
An understanding of crises and what
they require? An ability to articulate
ideas and ideals and tell the truth? An
unshakable love of country and belief
in its future?

Incumbent on us is reading history
and lots of it! To know about the great
leaders of the past! To understand the
forces that contrive to make history! To
find objective standards by which to
judge who should and who should not
lead the nation! What better place to
begin than with President Washington
and President Lincoln?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The adjunct faculty at Union County
College (UCC) has been working with-
out a new contract for 18 months, with
no end in sight for a settlement. Also,
the college has been involved in a pro-
cess of reorganization in which all de-
partments will be dissolved and re-
placed by divisions, and department
chairs will be replaced with deans. Many
full-time and adjunct faculty members
planned on attending the combined
Board of Trustees and Board of Gover-
nors meeting on February 24, 2015
since several faculty resolutions in op-
position to the reorganization were be-
ing presented and several adjunct fac-
ulty members were planning to present
specific issues to the Boards.

The meeting was held in a small
conference room at the college, too
small to hold the estimated number of
attendees. Under the NJ Sunshine Law,
these meetings must be open to the
public; however, the college had secu-
rity guards posted at the doorway and

initially blocked people from entering
once the capacity was reached. Rather
than move the meeting to a larger loca-
tion, and comply with the law, the col-
lege chose to exclude attendees.

Only after one of the blocked faculty
members threatened to call the newspa-
pers to make this public did they allow
those waiting to enter. Several other
people arrived later and were told that
they could not enter unless someone
left the room.

The solution would have been simple
– move the meeting. However, the ad-
ministration chose to deter county citi-
zens and workers from entering. This is
another example of the exercise of ab-
solute monarchial power by the college
administration that has caused gridlock
in adjunct faculty negotiations and ig-
nored faculty objections to the reorga-
nization.

William Lipkin
Parsippany

UCC adjunct professor
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908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

Howard Miller Certified service technician

We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

Grandfather clock repair

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

BLACK TOP
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PARKING LOTS
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BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES
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Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable
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● Interior/Exterior Painting 

● Small Repairs, Installation of Doors  
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REMODELING CONTRACTOR     Lic. # 13VH07599200 

BATHROOMS  •  KITCHENS  •  SMALL REPAIRS 

908-789-2324 
908-917-6946 

● Installation and Refinishing of  
   Hardwood Floors 

Fully Insured  
RefeReferences Available  WWW.js2remodel.com 
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Sen. Scutari and Asm. Green,
Please Explain

I am writing to you about the situ-
ation with Assemblywoman Linda
Stender and the apparent miss-use of
the resources that were provided to
those that suffered a loss due to Hur-
ricane Sandy and the shore house
owned by her husband. While this
does appear to be an inappropriate
use of her position, so far there has
not been any trial by her peers that
would confirm any violation of law
on her part.

Assemblyman Jerry Green you,
acting as the Union County Demo-
crat chairman, have decided to not
provide her support for re-election.
This basically seals her fate for re-
election.

However, unless you have con-
cerns or additional knowledge that is
not publicly known on other aspects
of the situation, it is beyond my un-
derstanding how you then could sup-
port her to maintain her recent tax-
payer-funded $90,000 a year posi-
tion as the director and project man-
ager of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority — and not support
her re-election bid.

Please explain to the public why
her continuing to have this position is
appropriate in light of her loss of
your confidence for re-election.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

READING IS GOOD FOR YOU...Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
reads to children at the Barnes & Noble bookstore in Springfield on March 2
during the Union County Education Association’s annual Read Across America
event -- an awareness program that calls for every child in every community to
celebrate reading in honor of the birthday of children’s author Dr. Seuss.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CUB STOP...Tiger Cubs from Wilson School in Westfield visited The Westfield
Leader office last Thursday because their mothers made them do it (to learn about
newspapers and communication).


