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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Scotch Plains Mayor Glover Disagrees
With Newspaper Article on Council

Westfield Parent-Coach Implores
BOE to Approve Trial Kehler Lights

Stender’s Actions and Fellow Dems’
Silence Is Morally Repugnant

Mind-Boggling That Union County
Gov. Puts Itself Above the Public

As a 17-year resident of Westfield
and parent-coach since 2009 of rec-
reational basketball and now girls’
lacrosse and U9 travel soccer, I im-
plore the Board of Education to au-
thorize the trial use of lights at Kehler
Stadium.

I recognize that the presence of
lights presents change and potential
disruption for residents near the sta-
dium. However, I ask that the folks in
opposition set their concerns aside
for this well-defined trial period. The
trial will provide some relief to the
children of Westfield in need of prac-
tice time after such an arduous winter
– the coldest in 38 years! The trial
will also importantly provide experi-
ence and evidence to ground a legiti-
mate debate on the question of
whether the benefit of lights at Kehler
is worth any resultant impact on the
quality of life for Westfielders.

I grew up in a time when kids
played sports on a spontaneous basis
and the only organization was the

word passed at school to meet down
at the field or playground (or in my
case on the street, behind a church or
in a parking lot.) Times have changed
for a myriad of reasons good and bad
and sports are now organized at all
levels – presenting unprecedented
demands for quality space (e.g, a real
field rather than a parking lot) and
time to practice and play. The prac-
tice time purposed in this trial is es-
sential for the kids to build skills,
confidence and teamwork – life skills
that benefit our society long after the
kids conclude the games of our youth.

I trust that you share my view that
a two-month trial is worthwhile. I am
honored to be associated with the
enthusiastic coaches, parents and
children of the town’s sports pro-
grams and I look forward to seeing
you out on a field or court sometime
soon.

Joe Malley
Westfield

Your newspaper’s coverage (The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times) of the
township’s budget meeting on Tues-
day erroneously reported that Deputy
Mayor Gialanella and I had objected
to making the draft budget available
to the public. For the record, I pub-
licly stated on Tuesday, not once but
twice, at the beginning and at the
close of the workshop budget meet-
ing that the document should be
shared with the public.

I had advocated this position from
my first year on Council and success-
fully achieved that objective several
years ago. Further, Deputy Mayor
Gialanella, clearly stated, that she
supported making the draft budget
public as well. Your reporter’s report
that the Deputy Mayor objected to

making the draft public during an
opening discussion at the onset of the
meeting could not have occurred, as
the Deputy Mayor was not in atten-
dance at the time.

I thank you for your suggestion to
provide an accurate account of what
transpired and would appreciate that
this important matter get reported
correctly.

Kevin Glover
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: The mayor’s com-
ments reference the first two para-
graphs of the report that summarized
the back and forth debate of the issue
over the entire length of the meeting.
Saturday, the 300-page draft budget
was posted on the township website.

There are few things as morally
repugnant as taking advantage of
Habitat for Humanity. But now it is
clear to everyone that Linda Stender
was complicit in doing just that.

As a result, the Union County
Democrat organization and its chair-
man Jerry Green, who was to be her
Assembly running mate, withdrew
their support for her, effectively forc-
ing her to not seek re-election.

Clearly Jerry Green didn’t want to
risk his own re-election chances with
Stender’s unethical and possibly
criminal dealings. And the criminal
investigation is now where it belongs
– in the hands of the Attorney
General’s office.

What is almost as bad as Stender’s
actions, is her fellow Democrats’ si-
lence on this issue. Linda Stender

should resign her Assembly seat im-
mediately. She should also resign as
chair of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Party immediately.

She and her husband deserve due
process as the legal process unfolds.
But the people of Scotch Plains de-
serve leadership that isn’t ethically
lacking.

It is now up to Scotch Plains Demo-
crats to either join me in calling for
her resignations, or remain silent and
tacitly condone this sort of behavior,
taking only what minimal actions are
necessary to preserve their own po-
litical careers as they put their per-
sonal financial interests ahead of the
taxpayer.

Alexander Smith, Chairman
Scotch Plains Republican Committee

We, as the residents and taxpayers
of Union County, New Jersey has
finally seen proof that our county
government and its related authori-
ties are totally disconnected from
having to answer to the public. In-
stead it has become a machine just to
self-enrich those “connected.” We can
comfortably now call it a criminal
enterprise. I attended the February
26th Freeholder meeting and came
away astounded.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender,
who thee weeks ago was given a
$90,000 low show job at the county’s
Union County Improvement Author-
ity, was one topic of concern the
residents brought up. It appears that
this recent largess job that Stender
was given was in response to the
breaking news that she and her hus-
band has bullied and scammed the
charity Habitat for Humanity to give
them grants to build their 2,000-sq.-
ft. dream house down the shore. Habi-
tat for humanity is a charity that serves
the homeless and low income fami-
lies, offering services and grants to
have a residence of their own.

At the Freeholder meeting, several
members of the public pointed this
out and that Stender should not be
given the county job. At the end,
Freeholder Hudak pointed out that
this was just a personal problem for
Assemblywoman Stender, as if al-
leged misrepresentation and fraud to
gain public monies is just a minor
glitch in someone’s life.

Even more egregious, an issue that
I brought up at the last Freeholder
meeting was the Freeholder Mirabella
double job/double dip issue. He is a
sitting Freeholder and was given,
without interview, the business
administrator’s job at Scotch Plains
municipal government. He has zero
experience regarding the routine and
daily operations of a township and
was selected over 15 other applicants
that did. On top of that he was given
a $20,000 raise over the last BA who
had years of experience.

BTW, the newly appointed Scotch
Plains lawyer that “negotiated”
Mirabella’s contract and much higher
salary, had donated $3,200 to
Mirabella’s last Freeholder campaign.
The lawyer’s law firm, Palumbo and

Renaud, does business with the
county. In late December, when first
this issue of the double job arose, I
pointed out at a January Freeholder
meeting that this looks like a serious
conflict of interest. Freeholder
Estrada responded that it wasn’t, even
though he has no legal expertise. This
is on public video of the meeting.

So in this last meeting’s public
comment portion, I queried county
counsel Robert Barry to rule on the
record that 1) Mirabella’s double jobs
are not a conflict of interest and 2)
Will Mirabella in the capacity of Free-
holder be able to vote on the county
budget when it’s up for the vote,
since he would be voting on county
funding and grants for the Scotch
Plains Township operations and bud-
get that he also administers. If a free-
holder can’t vote on his own budget,
then he promptly shouldn’t be a Free-
holder.

Incredulous, he actually responded
“no comment.” This is all on public
video. For a lawyer, who is paid
$164,000 as counsel to serve the pub-
lic in a legal capacity, to avoid an-
swering publicly the questions that is
of major concern is just mind bog-
gling!

After the meeting was over and
everyone was leaving, regretfully, I
loudly called him a coward, and he
slinked away. However, as a resident
and taxpayer, Counsel Barry deserved
it for what he did in public. On top of
that, after the meeting, Freeholder
Mirabella, arrogantly needled me on
my grave concerns.

My guess is that as long as the county
counsel doesn’t have to do his job and
rule on the conflict, then Mirabella can
go merrily along with his double job.
For Counsel Barry’s malfeasance, who
would have to push for Barry’s disbar-
ment? Why, one of them would be
Freeholder Mirabella, right?

Sal Caruana, ex-Westfield
councilman’s editorial in the Feb. 26,
2015 edition of The Westfield Leader
calling Union County government a
“pig trough” and “cesspool” with a
“stench” is apropos. And so the pub-
lic is ignored, and the Union County
government cesspool lives on.

Bruce Patteron
Garwood

Thank You for Toy
Drive Donations

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center, Sister Jacinta
Fernandes, and the children of Eliza-
beth, the Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus (KOC) would like to thank
everyone for their donations to our
annual Toy Drive. Our thanks to the
following people for all their help
and support. The members of The
Church of St. Anne’s Rosary Society
and their President Christine
Guerriero. The friends and family
members from the Kenny Family
Christmas Party, Eastman Manage-
ment Corp. in Livingston, Managing
Partners, Michael and Peter Schofel,
especially Catherine Mooney who
arranged collection boxes in five of
their location; including toy collec-
tions from her co-workers at Eastman
Management and from the many ten-
ants in their building. MPE’s Student
Council from the Mt. Pleasant El-
ementary School in Livingston, and
their School Counselor, Jennifer
Horwitz Kelner, who coordinated col-
lections from the students, teachers,
parents, and staff. Ms. Mooney’s ef-
forts resulted in two carload of toys
being donated.

Your donations were part of 254
large Hefty bags of toys collected
throughout Union County for over
325 families in need through St.
Joseph’s Social Services Center in
Elizabeth. For information on St.
Joseph’s, visit
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith Gallagher
William Pevarnik
Robert Kenny, Jr.

Garwood KOC

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inchoation – An early stage or be-

ginning
2. Inauration – The process of cover-

ing with gold
3. Yperite – Mustard gas
4. Varioloid – A mild form of small-

pox

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THURIFEROUS
1. Grayish blue
2. Sparkling; glittering
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Bearing frankincense

PLEON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A string of pearls
3. The abdomen of any crustacean
4. Second-class; something of lesser

value
INTAGLIATED

1. Interlaced or linked
2. Engraved or stamped in
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. Twining about; twisting

INSPISSATE
1. Thickened by evaporation
2. Salty; saline
3. Desolate; barren
4. Soiled and wrinkled

Lawmakers Need to Stop Pension
Padding by Politicos and Pals

While many state lawmakers — mostly Demo-
crats — rightly criticize Governor Chris Christie for
not honoring his commitment to state retirees and
those approaching retirement — these same politi-
cians are saying nothing about members of their own
party who are taking advantage of their political
clout at the expense of New Jersey taxpayers. In fact,
political power brokers are rushing to the gate to
pillage the system for themselves and their friends.

This past week news surfaced that Assemblyman
Linda Stender’s (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) husband
Richard had falsely applied for and received finan-
cial help from Coastal Habitat for Humanity to
rebuild a shore home in Manasquan. The home
would replace Mr. Stender’s previous house that was
damaged in Hurricane Sandy.

The Stenders’ income at the time of the applica-
tion — Mrs. Stender earns $49,000 as a lawmaker
with Mr. Stender making $50,000 — is over the
average in Monmouth County that Habitat allows on
its application. Also, the home the Stenders’ wanted
was three times the size of the Stenders’ bungalow
that was demolished by Habitat on July 28, 2014 and
much larger than the standard homes Habitat builds.

Our concern is not only the gall and dishonesty of
the Stenders’ seeking financial help they are not
entitled to, but that Mrs. Stender is also pension
padding with her new $90,000 job she started early
last month as deputy director and project manager
with the Union County Improvement Authority. We
regard this as a political payoff to get rid of her,
which she gladly accepted. We call for this to be
rescinded.

But she is not the only politician doing this. We
dislike pointing out two local politicos that we like,
but someone has to speak up and say, “The king has
no clothes.”

Current Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Vice-
Chairwoman of the County Democratic Committee
was given a job last year as head of the county
Division of Strategic Planning and Intergovernmen-
tal Relations, a position that pays $83,085 with all
the perks. She does not receive a pay check as mayor.
This improvement authority job seems to be a made-
up payoff position to us.

And Freeholder Al Mirabella, who makes $30,000
as a freeholder, was named Scotch Plains township
manager in January at a salary of $145,000 for a
combined income of $175,000.

The jobs for Mrs. Stender and Mayor Mahr are

both newly minted positions.
In addition, Jim Kennedy, the former 20-year

mayor of Rahway, is said to be under consideration
to replace Mrs. Stender on the ballot for state Assem-
bly along with Mayor Mahr.

State pensions are based on an average of the
highest five pay years so each will see a spike in their
government pensions. This calculation basis is ab-
surd and is open for the plucking – which is exactly
what’s happening.

The impact on taxpayers for the salaries, health
and pension costs is in the billions for these and other
officials around New Jersey duping the system. As
we have said repeatedly, Trenton needs to change
laws to stop lawmakers from enriching themselves
and their political friends at the expense of New
Jersey taxpayers.

This is absolutely a must-do first step before
fixing the rest of the pension and health care $87-
billion deficit. Policemen, firemen and all other
legitimate workers in the pension system should join
in this “Clarion Call.” They are fightng the wrong
enemy.

So the dilemma is how will it be possible for
lawmakers and political bosses to change the law so
that they and their friends can no longer enrich
themselves? Further, how will it be possible to stop

lawmakers from spending your money to buy votes
to maintain their power?

Many say this correction is not possible. So they
signed their new home purchase agreement in Florida.

As Rita Hayworth in the 1946 movie, Gilda, after
lip-singing “Put the Blame on Mame,” – paraphrase,
“Can someone help me please!”

Gilda

See more letters on page 5

America and Israel
Unique Friendship

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), co-chair of
the House Republican Israel Caucus,
issued the following statement in re-
sponse to the address of Benjamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel,
before a joint meeting of Congress:

“Prime Minister Netanyahu deliv-
ered a strong and powerful speech
before Congress and to the American
People. Israel does not stand alone.
The United States stands with Israel
and the Israeli people in strong sup-
port of their right to defend them-
selves from terrorism and the threat
of a nuclear Iran. This Congress must
cast aside partisan politics and work
together to ensure the safety and se-
curity of Israel with tough economic
sanctions and a vote to end Iran’s
nuclear program permanently.
America’s commitment to Israel must
always remain steadfast and our
unique bond of friendship must never
be broken.”

NIMOY


