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Ex-Roselle Mayor Smith
Admits to Insurance Fraud
ROSELLE — A former mayor of

Roselle has admitted to committing
insurance fraud in connection with a
motor vehicle accident that took place
a little more than four years ago.

Garrett Smith, 53, pleaded guilty
to a single count of second-degree
insurance fraud before state Superior
Court Judge Robert J. Mega on Feb-
ruary 24th with the admission com-
ing the day before Smith’s trial was
scheduled to begin following a series
of delays.

It was approximately 2 a.m. on
Christmas Day, December 25, 2010,
when Smith left a Roselle bar and
struck a parked vehicle with his 2001
Lincoln Town Car on his way home,
according to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Robert Vanderstreet, who
prosecuted the case.

Instead of reporting the accident,
however, Smith continued home,
Vanderstreet said. The next day, hav-
ing parked his car facing the wrong
way on the street outside of his home,
Smith called police to report that
someone – possibly the driver of a
snowplow, he said – had struck his

vehicle in the aftermath of a signifi-
cant snowstorm that had just hit the
area.

Contradicting that account were two
facts in particular uncovered by the
Roselle Police Department: first,
Vanderstreet said, officers traced a trail
of automotive fluids from the scene of
the actual accident to Smith’s garage,
and second, a broken piece of Smith’s
Town Car’s bumper was also recov-
ered next to the vehicle he had struck.

An investigation that grew to also
involve the Prosecutor’s Office’s In-
surance Fraud Unit determined that
Smith also made a series of materi-
ally misleading statements, some of
which were recorded, to both the
police and his auto insurance carrier
during the days and weeks following
the accident.

Smith, a Democrat, served as
Roselle’s mayor from 2003 through
2011. Sentencing has been sched-
uled for Friday, March 27, at which
time he is expected to receive a term
of 90 days in the Union County jail
and a period of probation of a length
to be determined.

Faella Presents Executive Budget
To County Freeholder Board

Editor’s Note: The following is the
budget message within County Manager
Al Faella’s executive budget as presented
to the Board of Chosen Freeholders. The
message has been edited due to space
considerations. The $492-million budget
would be offset by a tax levy of
$336,103,888, up from last year’s levy  of
$327,061,905.

The 2015 executive budget is contained
in this document for your review and ap-
proval in compliance with N.J.S.A. 40:41A-
1 et Seq., the Optional County Charter Law.

The state of this year’s executive bud-
get reflects a broad-based recovery in
Union County’s economy and our suc-
cess in setting goals, implementing policy
and continuing progress on all areas re-
quiring attention.

This past year, we achieved one such
major administrative goal — the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital, which not
only brought in revenue from the sale
itself but will also save millions more
each year on mandated costs such as
health and liability insurances, pension
and operating expenses.

These savings are helping to balance
the budget, as we also continue to build
surplus. Over the past several years, we’ve
been able to boost our surplus by 71
percent as our financial condition has
improved. The increase to surplus is vital
to maintaining our bond rating (Aaa1),
which is among the highest obtainable.

We are also continuing to examine our
correctional facilities for operational ef-
ficiencies and increased revenues. We
recently signed a two-year contract with
Hudson County to accept their juvenile
detention detainees to the Union County’s
Detention Center in Linden, a move that
could bring in as much as $1.5 million in
revenues — if not more — per year. This
occurs as we look at ways of achieving
efficiencies at the Union County jail,
which as I noted in last year’s executive
budget message, costs more than $55
million to operate.

We succeeded in reducing our opera-
tional costs and expenses at the adult
facility by $1 million through the imple-
mentation of recommendations made in
the Luminosity study. This report, which
was commissioned several years back,
continues to reap benefits by bringing
together stakeholders in an effort to re-
duce unnecessary detention while main-
taining public safety and the integrity of
the courts process.

In other areas, the Parks and Public Safety
Departments also succeeded in providing
increased revenues to County coffers.

The Union County Emergency Medi-
cal Services (UC EMS) increased its rev-
enues by more than 60 percent over the
past year and realized a 130 percent
growth in calls to the agency. The success
was recognized by the New Jersey De-
partment of Health which recognized UC
EMS as the “Outstanding Public EMS
agency of the Year.”

Combined with another important pub-

lic safety program, the Union County
Regional Dispatch Center, both agencies
now contribute nearly $1 million in rev-
enues, while providing important life-
saving services to our residents and shared
services to our municipalities. The Dis-
patch Center has grown to cover 17 agen-
cies throughout Union County since its
inception in 2010. In 2014, the regional
dispatch center processed 70,500 calls,
up from 57,827 the previous year.

Parks Department total revenues, in-
cluding golf, increased by $400,000 this
past year. Our golf facilities are brim-
ming with activities and outreach pro-
grams for all ages, and next year, the NJ
Open Championship will host its presti-
gious tournament for the first time in its
history at a public golf course — our
Galloping Hills facility in Kenilworth.

Also within our Parks Department, I am
pleased to report that we will make sub-
stantial progress in another area we tar-
geted for operational reforms over the past
few years — the Watchung Stables. As I
noted in last year’s executive budget mes-
sage, we were able to nearly erase a
$600,000 deficit. This year, we will focus
on beginning several improvements, in-
cluding the construction of a new indoor
riding ring and the resurfacing of existing
outdoor riding rings that will grow rev-
enues at the facility, increase usage and
enable it to reach its full potential.

As we continue our review of the ex-
ecutive budget, these revenue increases
and cost savings were offset by some
rising mandated costs and the loss of
revenues in other areas, which included:
A loss of over $800,000 in net revenues
from the end of the state’s red light cam-
era program; an increase in pension costs
of $500,000; an increase in debt service
of $5 million, which in part funded public
investments in projects such as the County
College (expansion of the Cranford cam-
pus), and the state-mandated new Family
Courthouse Complex on Cherry Street.

Overall, this year’s executive budget is
approximately $492 million, which is $10.7
million less than last year. The executive
budget, which meets the state cap, would
increase property taxes by an average of
$57 — the lowest increase in years.

Still, there is more good news to report
as the economic recovery reached the
real estate market: the county’s ratable
base increased for the first time since
2008, by $200 million — and recent
reports touted significant wage gains in
the County job market as a whole —
leading the state and one of the highest in
the nation. This is a key indicator of
economic health.

We have much to achieve in 2015, and
we are ready to roll our sleeves up and get
to work. I look forward to working with the
Freeholder Board, our residents and County
workforce in getting the job done and mov-
ing Union County forward.

Alfred J. Faella
Union County Manager

School Aid Figures Told;
Local Districts Stay Flat

19th County St. Patrick’s
Parade March 14th In Union

TRENTON – The Christie Admin-
istration has released state school-aid
figures for fiscal year 2016 that again
exceed last year with total school aid
earmarked at over $12.7 billion.

Gov. Christie has proposed a $33.8-
billion fiscal 2016 budget that en-
sures no school district will lose K-
12 aid from FY 2015 levels.

In addition to more than $9 bil-
lion in direct school aid, the FY
2016 budget continues to provide
school districts with other signifi-
cant financial support, including
$884 million for school construc-
tion debt service, and nearly $2.9
billion for teachers’ pensions, So-
cial Security and post-retirement

medical benefits.
More than a quarter of the fiscal

year 2016 state budget is proposed
for direct aid to New Jersey schools,
which are ranked among the highest
in the nation in per-pupil spending.

Locally, the Cranford School Dis-
trict will receive $2,309,995, Garwood
will garner $448,267, Mountainside
School District will receive $492,364,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will get
$2,947,508, Union County Vocational-
Technical will get $5,667,336 with
Westfield getting $2,956,317. The aid
figures are the same as last year.

District-by-district state aid allo-
cations are online at www.state.nj.us/
education/stateaid/1516/

UNION — Eighteen years after
the first Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade stepped off on Morris
Avenue the tradition continues on
Saturday, March 14, at 1 p.m. sharp
with thousands of marchers and spec-
tators gathering to celebrate the pa-
tron saint of Ireland.

This year’s Grand Marshal, Union
County College President Margaret
M. McMenamin of Springfield, will
lead the march of bagpipe and high
school bands, local police and fire
department units, veterans groups and
many more organizations through the
center of Union.

Ms. McMenamin has been involved
with the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade for several years. She
traces her Irish roots back to the farm-
lands of Counties Donegal, Mayo
and Sligo in Ireland.

The Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade has grown from drawing 10,000
spectators during its inaugural run in 1997
to more than 40,000 on-lookers last year.

According to Parade Adjutant
Kathleen Holmes, who also coordi-
nates parade logistics with the Town-
ship of Union, the 2015 Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade will feature
high school marching bands from the
Township of Union and Roselle Park
and many bagpipe bands including
the Union County Police and Fire
Pipes and Drums and the St.
Columcille United Gaelic Pipe Band.
Also marching will be Fourth Degree
color guards from the Knights of
Columbus, non-profit units, local
police and fire departments and the
Garden State Ceili Club float.

 A Mass will be celebrated at St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church in
Elizabeth at 9 a.m. to begin the day
followed by a welcoming reception
in the church hall. St. Patrick’s Church
is located at 215 Court Street in Eliza-
beth.

The family-friendly festivities kick
off at noon at the reviewing stand
located at the corner of Morris and
Stuyvesant Avenues in Union Center
with a Irish welcome from parade
officials, traditional Irish music and
Irish step-dancing. The one-mile pa-
rade will begin at 1 p.m. at Com-
merce Street and Morris Avenue, pro-
ceeding east on Morris Avenue to
Union Center and south onto
Stuyvesant Avenue, ending at

Roosevelt Avenue.
The following organizations make

up the Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee: The John Cryan
Association, The Thornsticks, The
Irish-American Society of Union, The
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union
County, Joseph Nugent Sr. Associa-
tion, Kenilworth Veterans Center/
VFW 2230, Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians of Rahway, Union County Em-
erald Society, Sheridan School of Irish
Dance, Union County Irish-Ameri-
can Association, Ladies Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians of Elizabeth, Gar-
den State Ceili Club, St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield, St.
John the Apostle Church in Linden,
St. Columcille Pipes and Drums,
Knights of Columbus Council 253 in
Elizabeth, Union County Police and
Fire Pipes and Drums, Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 4504 in Union, Molly
Maguire’s Pub and the Blackthorn
Pub.

For more information about the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade please visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

PREPARING FOR PARADE... Union County Freeholders Vernell Wright,  left,
and Chris Hudak, second from left, and Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh,
third from left, present resolutions to the 2015 Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshal Margaret M. McMenamin, center, General Chairman Tony
Brennan and Adjutant Kathleen Holmes congratulating them on the 19th annual
parade. The 2015 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade steps off at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 14, on Morris Avenue in Union. For more information, visit
www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Make Reservations Now on our 24 Hour Reservation Line
to Attend a FREE Educational Workshop!

SPACE WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 ATTENDEES - NO WALK-INS!
Sponsored by:

GAIL L. ABRAMS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

Securities offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member of FINRA/SIPC,
Beacon Financial Group & NPC are separate and unrelated companies.

Agents/Brokers/Lawyers are not permitted to attend as seats are needed for attendees. 
I.D. may be requested.

908-753-4156 24
HOURS

CALL
TODAY

or make reservations online at www.estateattorneynj.com

NEW 

ATTENDEES 

ONLY!

FINANCIAL Planning Workshop

LEARN 2015 Tax Regulations
TAXES: Lower Taxes on Social Security, Interest Income 
on Investment Accounts and Federal and New Jersey Estate and Transfer Taxes
LEARN Trusts, Probate and Legal Issues affecting your Estate Plan for 2015
LEARN INCREASE PROTECT

PLAN 
LEARN AVOID IRA  Retirement Accounts.
LEARN Catastrophic Illness.

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE
LEARN ABOUT: NEW TAX REGULATIONS FOR 2015

New Jersey $675,000
NJ Transfer Tax Rules. Estate Plan

protect family unnecessary NJ taxes.
Estate Plan 2015 will or trust

Powers of Attorney Living Will incapacitated.
Special Needs Child.

Trust or a Will for 2015 and the Future.
Double Taxation of your IRA & Retirement Accounts.

Living Trust or a Last Will and Testament.

“2015 ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP”
LEARN ABOUT THE NEW TAX LAWS IN 2015 & HOW THEY AFFECT 

ESTATE Planning Workshop

FINANCIAL PLANNING WORKSHOPS

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Grillestone
2377 Route 22 West

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
11:00am Prompt!
Lunch Provided

Tuesday, March 24, 2015
Chimney Rock

342 Valley Road
Gillette, NJ 07833
11:00am Prompt!
Lunch Provided

FREE

Thursday, March 26, 2015
Grillestone

2377 Route 22 West
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 11:00am Prompt!

Lunch Provided

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Get all the
discounts
you deserve.

0901085.1

It’s a quick and easy way 
to make sure you’re saving 
all you can.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

FREE Discount Double Check® .Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Lance Votes to Strengthen
 529 College-Savings Plans

WASHINGTON, D.C.– Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has supported
H.R. 529, bipartisan legislation that
expands, improves and modernizes
tax-free 529 college savings plans:

 “The House of Representatives
acted in a bipartisan fashion to ex-
pand the popular 529 college savings
plans and provide greater flexibility
to Garden State families who are sav-
ing for college. At a time when tu-
ition has skyrocketed and so many
are struggling to pay for higher edu-
cation, today’s legislation will help
make college more affordable for
many middle-class families,” Mr.
Lance said.

H.R. 529 makes three important
improvements to enhance tax-free
529 college-savings plans: 1.Mod-
ernizes 529 plans by adding comput-
ers to the list of qualified expenses; 2
Allows funds to be re-deposited with-
out taxes or penalties if a student
withdraws early for medical reasons
and obtains a refund from the school;
and 3. Removes unnecessary paper-
work burdens that date back to before
withdrawals from 529 plans became
tax-free.

“These reforms will allow more
hard-working Americans to save for
their children’s college education,”
Mr. Lance concluded.

Assembly Panel OKs Bill to Help Cover Costs for Nursing
Homes When Medicaid Application Delayed

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
on Monday approved legislation
sponsored by Assembly Democrats
to help seniors and other vulnerable
residents receive the specialized care
they need from nursing homes when
the Medicaid application approval
process is delayed.

Designated the “Uncompensated
Pending Medicaid Beneficiary Pay-
ment Relief Act,” A-3928 would pro-
vide payments to nursing homes for
residents who have applied for Med-
icaid, but whose eligibility has not
been determined more than 90 days
after the initial application.

Specifically, the bill would require
the state Department of Human Ser-
vices to make advance payments to a
nursing facility, at the facility’s re-
quest, whenever the facility is pro-
viding uncompensated services to one
or more residents whose eligibility
for Medicaid has not been determined
more than 90 days after an applica-
tion has been filed.

Any such advance payment would

not exceed 50 percent of the esti-
mated amount due for the uncom-
pensated services. No later than 30
days after a Medicaid application is
granted and payment has been made
to the facility, or after any such appli-
cation has been denied, the depart-
ment would be required to provide

reimbursement for any balance due
to the facility; or recover any advance
payments made on behalf of an ap-
plicant deemed ineligible for Medic-
aid by reducing any payments due to
the facility. The bill was released by
the Assembly Health and Senior Ser-
vices Committee.


