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Stender Opts Not to Seek
Re-election to Assembly
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the midst
of a scandal over help her husband
received from a nonprofit to help
rebuild his shore home, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) announced last Thurs-
day that she would not seek re-elec-
tion to her Assembly seat.

Mr. Stender applied and received
assistance from the nonprofit Coastal
Habitat for Humanity in Monmouth
County to rebuild his home in
Manasquan that was damaged in
Hurricane Sandy,  which Mr. Stender
purchased for $465,000 in 2008, ac-
cording to online documents. The
building plans called for a new home
three times the size of the Cape Cod-
style home that was demolished by
Habitat last July, according to pub-
lished reports.

Coastal Habitat and the Stenders
are embroiled in a legal battle as
Coastal says Mr. Stender owes them
$11,000 towards the cost of the demo-
lition. Coastal pulled out of the project
when they saw the building plans

called for a home much larger than
what the nonprofit finances.

The New Jersey Attorney General
Office is now investigating the mat-
ter.

“Over the last several days, it has
become apparent that personal issues
involving my family and a nonprofit
group have become an insurmount-
able distraction to me, to my running
mates and, most importantly, to the
constituents I have been proud to
represent for more than a decade. As
a result, I have decided not to seek re-
election,” Mrs. Stender said in her
statement.

“Serving in public office has been
one of the highest honors of my life.
For nearly 30 years, I have prided
myself on being a loud and clear
voice for my community. I fought for
women’s reproductive rights, ex-
panded access to healthcare, higher
environmental standards, helped to
create jobs, and stood with men and
women of organized labor to protect
their rights. I hope my efforts have
made a difference in the lives of the
people of New Jersey,” she concluded.

Mrs. Stender has served in the As-
sembly since 2002 and chairs the
Assembly State Government Com-
mittee. She is vice-charwoman of the
Transportation and Independent Au-
thorities Committee. She previously
served on the Fanwood Borough
Council from 1988 to 1990 and as
mayor from 1992 to 1995. She was a
Union County freeholder from 1994
to 2002, chairing the board in 1997.

State Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) ran with Mrs. Stender
as a freeholder and in legislative races.

“Today is a sad day for me and for
the entire 22nd Legislative District.
Linda has been a close friend of mine
for many years. We have campaigned
on the same ticket dating back to our
time on the Union County Board of
Freeholders. I wish her well going
forward and am confident she will
correct these allegations directed at
her,” Mr. Scutari said in a statement.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield), who also serves as
Union County Democratic chairman
and has been Mrs. Stender’s Assem-
bly running mate since 2002, pulled
his support for her last Thursday night.

In a statement published on
politickernj.com he said he was “not
going to force, demand or threaten
Linda Stender to resign, based upon
the fact that she feels that she’s inno-
cent.”

“Moving forward, I will not be
supporting her for reelection to the
state Assembly in the 22nd Legisla-
tive District,” Mr. Green said.

Media reports say that former
Rahway mayor James Kennedy and
current Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr are being considered to replace
Mrs. Stender on this year’s election
ballot on the party’s endorsed Demo-
cratic line. Reports also say Plainfield
Mayor Adrian Mapp is also inter-
ested in running, saying there will be
a primary in June.

Former Republican Scotch Plains
councilman William Vastine has also
said he intends to run for Assembly.
He ran for Assembly in 2009.

The official filing deadline for the
primary is Monday, March 30 at 4 p.m.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

FUTURE FARMERS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh,
second from right, and Freeholders Bruce Bergen, left, and Al Mirabella, right,
present a resolution to Union County Vocational-Technical Schools Superinten-
dent Peter Capodice, third from left, Future Farmers of America (FFA) advisor
and horticulture instructor Bonnie Baldasare, second from left, FFA member
Aaron Etnine and FFA President Margaret Hopkins designating the last week of
February 2015 as Future Farmers of America Week in Union County.

Municipal Aid Numbers
Flat In Christie Budget

TRENTON – The Christie Admin-
istration released flat municipal aid
figures last week as part of its budget
proposal. For Fiscal Year 2016, $1.5
billion will be available to munici-
palities through various programs and
direct aid payments.

 “I recognize that municipal gov-
ernments are facing decreased rev-
enues and fewer resources in this
tough economy. That’s why we are
asking local communities to do their
part. Municipal officials must use
this preserved aid and continue to use
the 2 percent property tax cap, pen-
sion and health benefits changes, and
a 2 percent cap on interest arbitration
awards to drive down the cost of local
government and control property
taxes,” Governor Chris Christie said.

The budget proposes level aggre-
gate funding for Consolidated Mu-
nicipal Property Tax Relief Aid
(CMPTRA), Energy Tax Receipts aid
(ETR), and Watershed Moratorium
Offset aid. Funding for Transitional
Aid (TA) will also continue, though
prior recipients may see a reduction
as the need for this transitional assis-
tance is steadily reduced.

Locally, Cranford will receive
$2,900,712, Fanwood will get
$755,288, Garwood will garner
$490,186, Mountainside will receive
$767,600. Scotch Plains’ aid is
$2,227,587, and Westfield will re-
ceive $3,073,326, all the same aid

numbers as last year.
A full list of municipal state aid

figures for Fiscal Year 2016 is avail-
able at www.state.nj.us/dca/divi-
s i o n s / d l g s / r e s o u r c e s /
muni_stateaid.html.

Quijano Rips $250 Mil. Settlement
Of Exxon Mobil Lawsuit

Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20th, Elizabeth) has questioned
why the Christie Administration
agreed to a $250-million settlement
with Exxon Mobil for decades-worth
of damage done to sensitive environ-
mental areas after the state originally
sought $8.9 billion in compensation.

“This figure seems extremely
low given the initial damages
sought, as well as the irreparable
harm that has been done to our
environment over the years. Resi-
dents in my district and the sur-
rounding areas have seen their
quality of life altered by damage
that will likely never be undone -
contaminated ground water, pe-
t roleum-sl icked marshlands ,
‘sludge lagoons.’ This settlement
figure does not even come close
to restoring these lands to their
natural state,” the Assembly-
woman said.

A New York Times report ques-
tioned whether politics was involved
as Exxon Mobil had given a half-
million dollar donation to the Re-
publican Governors Association
(RGA), which Governor Chris
Christie headed last year, and had
given donations to the RGA since at
least 2008. Exxon Mobil has said
the amount of donation in 2014 was
based on the number of gubernato-
rial races last year and had nothing
to do with Gov. Christie’s chairman-
ship.

Pallone Supports FCC Vote to
Adopt Net Neutrality Protections

 Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th),
Ranking Member of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, is-
sued the following statement fol-
lowing the Federal Communica-
tions Commissions (FCC) vote to
adopt network neutrality protec-
tions:

“Today, we witnessed an historic
day at the FCC. The Commission

responded to the four million Ameri-
cans who demanded strong network
neutrality rules by adopting the most
powerful Internet protections con-
sumers have ever had. This tremen-
dous success story shows that Wash-
ington can work. That is why I re-
main open to truly bipartisan efforts
to enshrine the FCC’s work into law...”

Lance Criticizes FCC Vote
On Net Neutrality Ruling

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), mem-
ber of the House Communications
and Technology Subcommittee, has
criticized the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s new net-neutral-
ity rules.

"The Federal Communications
Commission has voted in favor of
a net neutrality plan that is the
most dramatic government inter-
vention in the Internet in two de-
cades. The FCC’s proposal to regu-
late the Internet will hurt consum-
ers and discourage new invest-
ment and innovation in broadband.

“It is Congress, not an unelected
federal commission, that is tasked
with modernizing our nation’s tele-
communications laws and today’s
action is a blatant overstep of au-
thority that threatens to stifle one
of the nation’s most important eco-
nomic engines."

Christie Takes Swipe at Bush
During CPAC Conference

Governor Chris Christie targeted
early frontrunner Jeb Bush at the
CPAC (Conservative Political Action
Committee) Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C., according to a
politickernj.com report. Both are
likely contenders for the 2016 Re-
publican nomination for President in
2016.

“If what happens is the elites in
the back rooms of Washington de-
cides who the president is going to
be, then he’s definitely the
frontrunner,” Mr. Christie said of
Mr. Bush.

Lance Introduces Bill
To Protect FDA User

Fees From Sequestration
WASHINGTON, D.C.— Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced he was teaming up with
Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) to re-
introduce the United States Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) Federal
Safety Over Sequestration Act, or
FDA SOS Act, which exempts the
FDA user fees from sequestration.

FDA user fees are 100 percent indus-
try-financed and are used specifically
for the approval of safe and effective
drugs and devices. The user fees are
industry-financed and account for
roughly 35 percent of the FDA’s budget.

Under sequestration, the FDA
would be prohibited from collect-
ing approximately more than $1
billion over a five-year period, ac-
cording to the non-partisan Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO).
Congress has recently increased
FDA user fees in addition to
strengthening and improving the
review process.

 

Friends of the Scotch Plains Public Library 

1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

(908) 322-5007 

 

CHILDREN’S & ADULT 

GIANT BOOK SALE 

 

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE 
 

          Saturday   March   7    9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

          Sunday   March   8    12 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

(and continues during the Giant Sale – dates below) 

 

ADULT GIANT BOOK SALE 
 

 Wednesday March 11 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.  Members Presale!* 

 Thursday March 12   9 a.m. – 8 p.m.  Sale opens to all! 

 Friday March 13   9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  All books half price! 

Saturday March 14 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  $7 bag sale all day! 

 

*Friends of SPPL & Fanwood Friends & new members may join at the door 

 

Thousands of Used Books  

~ Hard Cover from $2.00 / ~ Paperback from 75¢ 

Large Selection of CDs & DVDs.  

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

  
 

Senior Citizens / Section 8 Housing 
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing 

 
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing is currently accepting waiting list 
applications.  The studio, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments are subsidized 
through the Section 8 Program of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and are subject to the 
following federal eligibility requirements: 
 

1. Head of Household must be 62 years of age, or older. 
2. Applicant's maximum annual income: 

 

$ 44,750     Individual 
$ 51,150     Couple 

 
Applications will be available weekdays from March 16, 2015, through 
March 27, 2015 (10:00 AM to 4:00 PM) at the address listed below, or 
may be obtained by mail, by calling (908) 233-5898, or by e-mail by 
contacting carla.ferreira@westfieldseniorhousing.com. 
 
                        Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corporation 
                                          1133 Boynton Avenue 
                                  Westfield, New Jersey   07090 
                                             (908) 233-5898  
 

                                 www.westfieldseniorhousing.com 
 
If you have a disability and need assistance with the application 
process, please contact Carla Ferreira at 908-233-5898. 
 
  Applications must be received by 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 7, 2015. 
 

                         SMOKE FREE BUILDING 
 

PSE&G Denies Pipeline
Access to Rights-of-Way

REGION — PSE&G has told
Pilgrim Pipeline that they will not
share their rights-of-way with the
company. Pilgrim had asked the
public utility for use of their ease-
ments to install two brand new oil
pipelines across Northern New Jer-
sey.

Pilgrim Pipeline LLC is a private
utility that wants to ship crude oil
and refined petroleum products. Pil-
grim is proposing to construct two
new pipelines to connect Albany,
New York, with Port Reading and
Linden, New Jersey. The infrastruc-
ture would transport Bakken shale
oil, produced by fracking in North
Dakota, and refined petroleum prod-
ucts.

On February 26th a PSE&G
spokesperson Karen Johnson  an-
nounced, “Last fall, we told Pilgrim
that it was not in the best interests of
the utility or its customers to allow
access to the right-of-way from
Montville to Woodbridge…At the
time, we said that building another
pipeline in the same right-of-way
could interfere with these existing
facilities, as well as future potential
uses of this property for the provision

of safe and reliable electric and gas
service.”

Pilgrim Pipeline LLC could try to
go to the Board of Public Utilities to
access the right-of-way or they could
go to court, the Sierra Club said in a
press release.

“Without the PSEG right-of-
way, which we estimate is 27 miles
from Woodbridge to Montville, it
would make it very difficult for
Pilgrim to find another route north
up to the Oakland area,” said Jeff
Tittel, New Jersey Sierra Club di-
rector.

County Budget Hearings
Begin Tues., March 10
COUNTY — The Union County

Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Commit-
tee will hold budget hearings on the
proposed 2015 county budget this
month at several locations,

The meetings are as follows: Tues-
day, March 10, Galloping Hill Golf
Course Clubhouse in Kenilworth,
Thursday, March 12 and Thursday,
March 19, at the Freeholders Meet-
ing Room on the sixth floor of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth, and Thursday, March
24 at the Hamilton Stage Performing
Arts Center in Rahway.

Union County Manager Al Faella
presented an executive budget this
week of $492 million of which $336.1
million would be raised in local prop-
erty taxes, a hike of $9 million over
last year.

Deadline for Members
To Register for WF
Pool Is April 16th

WESTFIELD — Westfield Memo-
rial Pool registration information has
been mailed to all 2014 pool mem-
bers, the Recreation Department has
announced.

Members can register on-line, mail
in, or in person through Monday,
April 16.

Once pre-registration of current
2014 members is completed for the
2015 season on April 16th, if there
are still openings, the Recreation
Department will start contacting those
on the wait list.

Those interested in joining Memo-
rial Pool and who were not a 2014
member must be on the wait list at the
Westfield Recreation Department.

Wait List applications are avail-
able on-line at www.westfieldnj.gov/
recreation or can be picked up in the
Recreation Department at 425 East
Broad Street.

For more information contact the
department at (908) 789-4080

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•


