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Fanwood Fire, Rescue Units
Seek Retroactive Pay

County Freeholders Hear Concerns
Over Asw. Stender’s Employment

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Members of the
volunteer fire department and the res-
cue squad for the borough have re-
cently realized the Length of Service
Award Program payment for points
above the 100-point mark had not
been disbursed, Councilman Tom
Kranz said at the Monday borough
council agenda meeting. Now, the
members are asking to be paid retro-
actively.

Council President Katherine
Mitchell sat in for Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who was absent.

There are 19 people from 2007 to
2013 who earned above 100 points,
Mr. Kranz said.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said she sent payment to
those members who earned 50 points.
Members who earn over 100 points
are to receive double the payment.
Six hundred dollars is given to mem-
bers with 50 points, Mrs. McGovern
said.

The council said it was an over-
sight.

Each member earns points by an-
swering calls, being an officer and
working on the night crew, among
other services. “The most active mem-
bers are the ones who get this,” Mr.
Kranz said.

“I already sent a letter to those guys
that it is doubtful to me that you will
be entertaining anything much be-
yond one or two years retroactive,”
Mr. Kranz said.

In 1999, a referendum was passed
by the voters of Fanwood to start up
this program, and it took effect in
2000.

During the public safety report,
Councilman Kevin Boris said the
police department is requesting a
purchase of two cars to replace older
models that have mileage over
100,000.

“We have to discuss this as a bud-
get as a whole,” said Frederick
Tompkins, chief financial officer for
the borough.

Governor Chris Christie passed a
law last year that became effective
March 1 that requires cameras to be
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Several Union
County residents spoke of their con-
cerns to the Freeholder Board last
Thursday regarding the scandal sur-
rounding Assemblywoman Linda
Stender’s (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) and
her husband’s shore property, as well
as the issue of whether Freeholder Al
Mirabella has a conflict being a free-
holder while also employed as town-
ship manager for Scotch Plains.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, de-
tailed the scandal involving Mrs.

Stender and her husband, Richard,
whereby Mr. Stender received assis-
tance from the nonprofit Coastal Habi-
tat for Humanity in Monmouth County
to rebuild his home in Manasquan
that was damaged in Hurricane Sandy
and which Mr. Stender purchased for
$465,000 in 2008. Plans reported in
the media called for a new home
three times the size of the bungalow
that was demolished by Habitat last
July.

Mrs. Stender announced last Thurs-
day night that she will not seek re-
election to the Assembly seat she has
held since 2002.

Habitat and the Stenders are in a
legal dispute after Habitat said Mr.
Stender owes the organization
$11,000 towards the cost of the demo-
lition. Habitat has said it pulled out of
the project after seeing the proposed
building plans for the new home,
which were much larger than what the
organization typically finances.

She said the freeholders, “should
all be concerned and have some clos-
ing comments” on the scandal. Only
Freeholder Chris Hudak commented
on Mrs. Stender.

“As a resident of the City of Lin-
den, I’ve known Linda for about 14
years. It’s very sad what has hap-
pened with a personal matter that has
taken hold of her career at the mo-

ment, and it’s sad because she had
represented the 22nd district with dili-
gence,” Mr. Hudak said.

He said Mrs. Stender had “always
been very responsive to my commu-
nity.”

“Hopefully she will be able to work
out those personal issues,” Mr. Hudak
said.

Mrs. Renna said, per her filing an
Open Public Records Act request,
she learned that Mrs. Stender, a former
county freeholder and ex-Fanwood
mayor and councilwoman, does not
have any employment contract with
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA). Mrs. Stender began
her new job as deputy director and
project manager with the UCIA on
February 4.

“Is it easier to fire an employee
who doesn’t have a contract? Is there
a probationary period?” Mrs. Renna
asked. “What are her credentials for
this position?...How is she qualified
to oversee the financing and the ac-
tual construction of projects and the
hundreds of millions of dollars?”

Mrs. Renna said Mrs. Stender’s
employment with the UCIA is “ulti-
mately” the responsibility of the free-
holders as they appoint the UCIA
board of commissioners.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
NEWLY ELECTED...Members of the Fanwood Business and Professional
Association meet February 25 in Fanwood to ratify the results of the group's
recent election. The new leadership for 2015 includes, from left to right, Trea-
surer Barry Friedson, Board Member Steve Siegal, Secretary Mindy Scarlett,
President Brian Walter, Board Member and Past President Jeni DiVirgilio, Vice-
President Ricardo Lisojo and Board Member Helen Ling.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLIPPING FLAPJACKS…Lance Booth of the Scotch Plains Lions Club makes pancakes during the Lions Club’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday morning at the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE…Scotch Plains Lions Club member Don Wussler sells
raffle tickets during the Lions Club’s Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday
morning at the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains. Proceeds from the
event are distributed to local charities and community activities, including
organizations that serve the blind and visually-impaired.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS…The Scotch Plains Township Council meets
on Tuesday evening to deliberate on the 2015 municipal budget.
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Sunday, March 8 at 2 a.m.

Scotch Plains Budget Expected
To Be Finalized This Month

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Al Mirabella hopes the
2015 municipal budget will be set
for introduction later this month,
with the unveiling of a capital bud-
get following soon afterward.

At the township council’s second
budget meeting on Tuesday after-
noon, Mr. Mirabella — who is over-
seeing the formulation of his first
township budget — said he expects
to meet with township Finance Di-
rector Lori Majeski to put the fin-
ishing touches on this year’s spend-

ing plan. Last week the council dis-
cussed the budget requests for the
police and fire departments and the
engineering department.

On Tuesday the governing body
met with Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Ray Poerio, who said he had
kept his department’s operating
budget basically flat from last year’s
level. The discussion soon turned
to the department’s programs and
whether they should be “self-sus-
taining,” meaning that residents pay
to participate, or whether the town-
ship budget should be structured in
such a way that the municipality, in

effect, subsidizes some of the costs
involved. Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella noted that residents pay
property taxes and then must pay
further to take part in recreation
programs. She said other nearby
towns, like Clark, do it differently.

She questioned whether some
funding could be switched from
some of the department’s 12-month
employees, “so we can put the
money where it touches more of the
taxpayers.” Mr. Mirabella called it
a “philosophical question” of
whether the township should more
fully finance these programs or
whether those who participate
should pay the fees. Mayor Kevin
Glover said the council would fur-
ther discuss the matter and then
decide if a change is needed, but
not this year.

Another issue raised was the cost
of the recreation department’s quar-
terly publication that is mailed to
all residents. Mr. Poerio said last
year’s printing and mailing costs
amounted to about $27,000, which
Mrs. Gialanella called “a large
amount of money” that could have
been spent over the previous years
to help defray the cost of residents’
participation in recreation pro-
grams. It was agreed that the printed
program will soon be phased out
and replaced by information avail-
able online and through various
social media.

Mr. Poerio also touched upon his
capital budget requests, one of
which is funding to clean and repair
the pond at Brookside Park. He said
if the council approves the financ-
ing, the project could be completed
by the end of this year or early in
2016. He also requested funding
for further refurbishments of the
Shady Rest Golf Club facility, a
new senior citizens bus and some
type of shading for Ponderosa Park.

Company Renews Effort
To Develop Parker Gardens

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly two
years after opposition from both
residents and township officials
thwarted their plans, representatives
from a development company are
making a new effort to turn the
Parker Gardens property into a re-
tirement community.

Shelter Development LLC first
approached the township council
in mid-2013 about its proposal for
an ordinance altering Parker Gar-
dens’ R-1 zoning designation to al-
low the construction of about 180
apartment units for senior citizens.
But in the face of opposition from
residents and skepticism from some
on the council, Shelter withdrew its
request for an ordinance change.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, David Holland,
Shelter’s vice-president, briefly re-
explained the project and the re-
quest for either a change in the
zoning or a variance allowing the
development to go forward. Town-

ship Attorney Robert Renaud urged
that the matter first be evaluated by
the planning board if a change in
zoning was desired or by the zon-
ing board of adjustment if Shelter
wanted to instead request a vari-
ance.

Mayor Kevin Glover recalled the
opposition expressed in 2013 while
Councilman Llewellyn Jones said
he “had concerns about it then and
I still have concerns.” He called it
“high-density living in a low-den-
sity part of town.” Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella had expressed a
favorable opinion of the project two
years ago, and this week called it
“potentially extremely beneficial to
the township.” She raised the pros-
pect of new single-family homes
being built on the 12-acre site in-
stead of a retirement community,
and pointed to the potential impact
on local schools if that alternative
were pursued.

Three members of the council —
Mayor Glover, Mrs. Gialanella and
Mr. Jones — were present for all or
some of the 2013 presentations and
deliberations when residents and
council members raised a variety of
concerns, including the stress on
township emergency services,
safety issues, traffic issues and the
amount of tax revenue that would
be realized. Instead of asking Mr.
Holland to provide a detailed brief-
ing to the entire council, it was
agreed that he would meet with the
two newest members, Rose
Checchio and John Del Sordi, Jr., to
inform them of the details of the
development proposal.

In other business, Mr. Renaud
said he wanted to review the


