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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Savings will vary.  Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co. 
Northbrook, IL. © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.

WITH A VALUABLE AGENT

ALLSTATE
VALUE
PLAN

519 South Ave West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com
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Freeholders
a probationary period?” Mrs. Renna
asked. “What are her credentials for
this position?...How is she qualified
to oversee the financing and the ac-
tual construction of projects and the
hundreds of millions of dollars?”

Mrs. Renna said Mrs. Stender’s
employment with the UCIA is “ulti-
mately” the responsibility of the free-
holders as they appoint the UCIA
board of commissioners.

“How are the taxpayers supposed
to have any confidence in the Union
County Improvement Authority?”
Mrs. Renna questioned.

John Bury of Kenilworth said he
read in media reports that Mrs.
Stender was given a “deal” whereby
she retains her new position. He ques-
tioned how this was done as the UCIA
board has not met since the scandal
hit the press.

“To have (Union County Demo-
cratic Chairman) Jerry Green just
say, ‘I’ll do this;” I think it belittles
everybody (freeholders) here,” Mr.
Bury said.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
he recommended last year that the
freeholders roll the improvement au-
thority into Union County govern-
ment, which he said would save
$600,000.

“Now it’s blowing up in your faces,”
Mr. Paterson said, noting that in addi-
tion to the Stender scandal, former
freeholder Dan Sullivan, the execu-
tive director of both the improvement
authority and the county’s utilities
authority, gave out unauthorized
monthly pay bonuses to himself and
staff in 2013. Mr. Paterson said it cost
the county $80,000 in legal fees to
recoup $50,000 in bonuses.

Mr. Paterson requested that County
Counsel Robert Barry give a legal
opinion on whether Freeholder
Mirabella has a conflict of interest by
being both a freeholder and Scotch
Plains township manager. Mr. Pater-
son said Mr. Mirabella should have to
abstain on county budget votes.

When Mr. Barry did not issue a
comment, Mr. Paterson shouted at
the conclusion of the meeting that
Mr. Barry was a “coward.”

In other freeholder business, the
board approved a $109,906 reduc-
tion in repairs to the exterior of the
Union County Board of Elections
building on Broad Street in Elizabeth
for a new total cost of $1,215,984.

The board appointed Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar, Roger
Stryeski of Roselle and Mountain-
side Councilman Robert Messlera as
delegates and Mountainside Engi-
neer Michael Disko, Jr. as an alter-
nate to the Union County Transporta-
tion Advisory Board.

Zenon Moriak of Mountainside
was appointed as a delegate to the
Union County Air Traffic and Noise
Advisory Board.

Fanwood Fire and Rescue
Units Seek Back Pay

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Members of the
volunteer fire department and the res-
cue squad for the borough have re-
cently realized the Length of Service
Award Program payment for points
above the 100-point mark had not been
disbursed, Councilman Tom Kranz said
at the Monday borough council agenda
meeting. Now, the members are asking
to be paid retroactively.

Council President Katherine Mitchell
sat in for Mayor Colleen Mahr, who
was absent.

There are 19 people from 2007 to
2013 who earned above 100 points,
Mr. Kranz said.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said she sent payment to
those members who earned 50 points.
Members who earn over 100 points are
to receive double the payment. Six
hundred dollars is given to members
with 50 points, Mrs. McGovern said.

The council said it was an oversight.
Each member earns points by an-

swering calls, being an officer and
working on the night crew, among other
services. “The most active members
are the ones who get this,” Mr. Kranz
said.

“I already sent a letter to those guys
that it is doubtful to me that you will be
entertaining anything much beyond one
or two years retroactive,” Mr. Kranz
said.

In 1999, a referendum was passed by
the voters of Fanwood to start up this
program, and it took effect in 2000.

During the public safety report,
Councilman Kevin Boris said the po-
lice department is requesting a pur-
chase of two cars to replace older mod-
els that have mileage over 100,000.

“We have to discuss this as a budget
as a whole,” said Frederick Tompkins,
chief financial officer for the borough.

Governor Chris Christie passed a
law last year that became effective
March 1 that requires cameras to be
installed in any new or used police cars
purchased, or the camera is to be placed
on the police officer’s body, Mr.
Tompkins added.

The cost of the camera is about
$10,000 per car, and $800 for a camera
on the police officer’s body, Mr.
Tompkins said.

Mr. Tompkins added that police pen-
sions are up $110,000 this year.

The police department also has an
opening following Police Officer An-
thony Espinosa’s retirement. The po-
lice chief is interviewing 20 people,
which he will narrow to five, and at that
point the candidates will be presented
to the public safety committee, Mr.
Boris said.

During the engineering report, Bor-
ough Engineer Peter Bondar said the
first entrance to the parking lot off of
Martine Avenue will close permanently,
most likely next week.

The borough received the final
$45,000 reimbursement for road re-
pairs to Farley Avenue, Mr. Bondar
said. The borough recently received
$21,000 from Scotch Plains for its por-
tion, Mr. Bondar said. In 2012, the
borough was awarded a $180,000 grant

from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation Municipal Aid Program
for total road reconstruction work on
Farley Avenue.

Work to remediate the site at the
Department of Public Works is con-
tinuing, Mr. Bondar said, as part of the
Licensed Site Remediation Professional
(LSRP) program the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
started. Two new wells to be used for
groundwater sampling to test for con-
tamination are to be put in. Should this
round of sampling come back clean,
Mr. Bondar said, the work can be closed,
and if they return with contamination,
more remediation work will be needed.

“We are in compliance with the DEP,”
Mr. Bondar said.

In the recreation committee report,
Mr. Kranz said Mayor Mahr recom-
mended to the committee that it revisit
its five-year plan.

Projects of interest are the skate park,
a new playground and repairs to the
tennis courts at LaGrande Park, Mr.
Kranz said.

Resident Michael Lewis, of Beech
Avenue in Fanwood, said he was against
the skate park. “I know that there is not
a lot of flexibility with
money…renovating LaGrande Park
and repairing the tennis courts would
strike me as a priority,” Mr. Lewis said.

He said the skate park project started
at a cost of $124,000, with half of that
funded through grants, and now the
project is estimated at $300,000 based
on bids from contractors. “Do you want
to use debt on a skateboard park?” he
asked.

Finally, he noted the hockey rink and
the skateboard park at LaGrande Park
that he said had fallen into disrepair.

“The first skate park was
closed…because kids were not adher-
ing to the safety regulations… It was a
big safety issue,” Council President
Mitchell said.

 Westfield BOE Posts Revised
Budget Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD – The next meet-
ings of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation will be Tuesdays, March 10
and March 17, at 7:30 p.m.  The
Tuesday, March 10 meeting will
begin with a public meeting at 7:30
p.m. followed by a board work-
shop.  The public meeting will be
held in the Westfield High School
Cafeteria, 550 Dorian Road.  (Note:
The March 10 meeting is in lieu of
the March 3 meeting which was
cancelled due to the weather fore-
cast for unsafe driving conditions).

The Tuesday, March 17 regular

meeting will be held in Room 105,
the board room at 302 Elm Street.
The public is welcome to attend
both meetings at which the budget
for 2015-2016 will be discussed.

A complete agenda of the meet-
ings will be available at
www.westfieldnjk12.org (on the
Board of Education tab) and in the
Board Secretary’s Office at 302 Elm
Street on Fridays, March 6 and 13.
Questions or comments can be ad-
dressed to the Westfield Board of
Education at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

All general Board meetings are
taped and televised on Blue Devils
TV36 on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Saturdays at 10
a.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sundays at 10
a.m. Videos of meetings also can be
viewed on the Board of Education
page of the district’s web site.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FOR A GOOD CAUSE… Scotch Plains Lions Club member Don Wussler sells
raffle tickets during the Lions Club Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday
morning, March 1, at the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains. Proceeds
from the event are distributed to local charities and community activities
including organizations which serve the blind and visually impaired.

Fanwood Planning Bd.
OKs Variance for K9

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — K9 Resorts LLC
was approved unanimously for a
variance for a minor subdivision at
57 South Avenue by the planning
board last Wednesday.

Co-owner and Chief Executive
Officer of K9 Resorts, Steven
Parker, leased a vacant building
adjacent to the current facility,
which the company owns. The plan
is to move the dog daycare to the
adjacent lot and create a new facil-
ity there. The vacant building would
not be expanded, Planner James
Watson said. The lot would be sub-
divided to allow the landowner to
use the land behind the building as
a storage yard for his contracting
work.

K9 Resorts has been in business
for 10 years and has since expanded
to a franchise of seven locations, the
applicant’s attorney, Jeff Lehrer, said.

The positive criteria of the plan,
Mr. Watson said, included comply-
ing with standards of having air,
light and open space and a “desir-
able visual environment.”

The negative criteria, Mr. Watson
said, included “some traffic, some
noise,” but since the building is up
against a railroad and not near
homes that those negatives would
not have any repercussions. “If you
didn’t approve this — K9 can’t ex-
pand and may look elsewhere. It is
a top shelf type of operation,” Mr.
Watson said.

David Frantz, owner of Fanwood
Animal Hospital, which is across
the street, spoke in favor of the
project. “K9 Resorts and Steven
and Jason Parker have been excel-
lent neighbors and I see why every
reason should be granted to them,”
Mr. Frantz said.

“The negative is creating that
smaller lot, but the positives out-
weigh the negative. I agree with the
professionals,” Board Chairman
Dale Flowers said.

“It goes from an empty, ugly
building — that defines blight for
Fanwood — to a beautiful head-
quarters for a company that doesn’t
seem like it is going to fail anytime
soon. In fact, it is quite the oppo-
site,” said Planning Board member
David Blechinger.

“That building has always been
empty; what a change that would
make,” Mr. Flowers said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ENHANCED LOOK... K9 Resorts LLC was approved unanimously for a
variance for a minor subdivision at 57 South Avenue by the Fanwood Planning
Board last Wednesday. Co-owner and Chief Executive Officer of K9 Resorts,
Steven Parker, discusses his plan as his attorney, Jeff Lehrer, stands to the right.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
ASSESSMENT DISCUSSION… Representatives from the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority, pictured from left to right, Executive Director James Meehan,
Regulatory Compliance Manager Anthony Gencarelli, Staff Engineer John
Buonocore, Secretary-Treasurer Robert Materna, and Garwood representative
to the agency Stephen Greet speak to Garwood Borough Council about the
borough's annual assessment at the council’s February 24th meeting.
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WF Rec
provided an update on the proposal to
install practice lights at Kehler Sta-
dium. Mr. Friedman advised the com-
mission there had been a great deal of
feedback from the community both in
favor of and against the proposal and
the board of education was to vote on
the issue at its Tuesday meeting (Please
see related story on Page 1.)

Frank Arena, who is the town coun-
cil liaison to the commission, provided
a preliminary view of the town’s 2015
budget and explained the impact of the
state-imposed, 2-percent budget cap
on proposed expenditures. The next
budget meeting will be conducted on
Tuesday, March 10.

The commission spent a consider-
able amount of time reviewing the pro-
posed budget and preliminary antici-
pated revenues and expenses for Me-
morial Pool, which was prepared by
Loren Weinstein, chairman of the
commission’s Pool Committee. Total
operating costs for the pool are $1.1
million, with insurance down $28,000.
The pool is a public utility not sup-
ported by taxes, but solely by member-
ship fees.

Memorial Pool is widely considered
a “jewel” in the community as it is
equipped with multiple slides, a
children’s “splash” area and offers swim
lessons and a swim team for all levels of
swimmers, as well as many social events
such as teen and movie nights. Regis-
tration for membership at the pool is
ongoing and the pool is scheduled to
open on Saturday, June 6.

The commission’s next meeting will
be Monday, April 6.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
NEWLY ELECTED...Members of the Fanwood Business & Professional Asso-
ciation met February 25th in Fanwood to ratify the results of the group's recent
election. The new leadership for 2015 includes, from left to right, Treasurer Barry
Friedson, Board Member Steve Siegal, Secretary Mindy Scarlett, President
Brian Walter, Board Member and Past President Jeni DiVirgilio, Vice-President
Ricardo Lisojo and Board Member Helen Ling.
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WF Planning
The board unanimously denied the

application. Councilman James
Foerst, who had been on the dais for
earlier hearings, was absent for this
application.

Earlier in the evening the board
unanimously approved the applica-
tion of Westfield Superstore to con-
struct a 970-square-foot addition to
the former Lindeman Buick building
on North Avenue. The application
was originally heard at the January
board meeting, where the board asked
for some changes to be made to park-
ing, signage and lot coverage. The
applicant withdrew two of their sign
variance requests and reconfigured
the parking lot to allow for addi-
tional plantings and a safer traffic
flow.

A conforming subdivision of prop-
erty at 417 West Broad Street was
also approved by the board. There is
currently an older home, which had
been a doctor’s office at one point,
and is in a state of disrepair, accord-
ing to the owner.

Mr. Drew requested that the street
tree be preserved if it could, and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon said
the applicant needed approval from
Union County before removing the
tree. The applicant’s engineer, Rich-
ard Titus, said the tree was likely 50
years old and has “outlived its useful-
ness.”

While some residents bemoaned
the tearing down of an older home,
the most immediate neighbor to the
property said he was in favor of the
subdivision and was looking forward
to someone taking care of the ne-
glected property.

Councilman Foerst told residents
that given the zoning, it was possible
for the builder to construct two two-
family homes on the lots, but that he
is only seeking single-family homes.

Finally, the board approved an en-
closed patio dining area for La
Famiglia Sorrento on Central Av-
enue. The applicant is enclosing an
existing patio area so that it can be
used all year round.
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