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Long-range gunner Robert
Imbalzano scored 33 points for
Governor Livingston (7-4) as the
Highlanders made quick work of
Cranford, 68-44, on January 20
in Cranford. The 6’7” super se-
nior poured in 21 points during
the first half and knocked down
five 3-point attempts for the
game. The Cougars meanwhile
were paced by Sean Leonard (12
points) and Joe Norton (10
points).

“He [Imbalzano] shot the ball
really well for them and that was
a big part of the problem for us,”
said Cougar Head Coach Ryan
Huber. “It is not every night you
see a high school kid go 5-for-5
from beyond the three point line.
He is tall kid, 6’8” or something
like that, but it is still a matter of
simply matching up and chal-

lenging the shot. We didn’t do
that very well tonight.”

In an earlier match-up this sea-
son, won by Governor Livingston,
46-36, the Cougars held
Imbalzano to just seven points.
It was a different story this time
around. Imbalzano started off
the game hot and stayed that
way. He drained a pair of back-
to-back 3-pointers to give GL a
6-2 lead in the first minute and a
half of play. Imbalzano finished
with 10 points in the quarter as
the Highlanders built a 19-14
lead.

Imbalzano then sank a pair of
back-to-back 3-pointers to start
the second quarter, putting the
Cougars in a 25-14 hole. It was
not just Imbalzano though. Time
and again in the first half, High-
lander players found their way
behind the Cranford defense on
quick cuts to the basket for easy

lay-ups. GL ruled on the
backboards and in the paint with
John Iorio and Jimmy Longo scor-
ing on post up moves and put
backs.

Imbalzano ended the quarter
just as he had started it by nail-
ing a long-range 3-pointer at the
buzzer that gave GL a command-
ing, 37-19, lead at the half. While
the Highlanders appeared nearly
perfect, Cranford looked slug-
gish and listless.

“Most of the time this year we’ve
shown good effort even in the
games we’ve lost,” said Huber. “I
mean we played Mt. Olive, which
last time I looked was unde-
feated and we played a good
hard game against them despite
losing. The effort has been there.
Tonight was the first night where
I did not see that same effort on
display. We’ve got to correct
that.”

Imbalzano hit an inside basket
to start the third quarter. With
the Cranford starters unable to
mount a serious run and trailing
by 19 points, Huber opted to
make a mass substitution with a
little over a minute left in the
third quarter. Joe Norton, Colin
Scanlon, Albert Gargiulo Kevin
Trotter and Will Fries came onto
the court against the Highlander
starters and immediately helped

COUGAR JR. SEAN LEONARD PUMPS IN 12 POINTS, JR. JOE NORTON NOTCHES 10 POINTS

G.L. Highlander Boys Rout Cougars in Basketball, 68-44
Cranford make its only real push
of the game.

“We put the second unit in there
because I was not seeing what I
wanted to see from the first
group,” said Huber. “We lacked
energy. It was like we were feel-
ing sorry for ourselves out there.
I’ll tell you this much, we got a
better effort from our second line
guys tonight and they were able
to cut into the lead a little bit.”

Fueled by the tough inside play
of Fries, the Cougars went on a
12-6 run over the next four min-
utes to pull within 13 at 53-40.
Fries, a junior, was especially
impressive, scoring immediately
on a strong inside post move and
his presence in the paint seemed
to slow down a lot of the penetra-
tion from back door cutters and
ball handlers that had plagued
the Cougars all night.

“Will Fries showed something

when we put him out there,” said
Huber. “He showed energy. He
did some good work on the boards
and played solid defense. It is all
about match ups really. On some
nights he is going to create
match-up problems for the op-
ponent. He is a big kid, plays well
inside. He has good size but would
not have been effective in guard-
ing their perimeter player
(Imbalzano).”

GL turned the tide when point
guard Javon Reis-Wilson con-
nected on a 3-point with 4:25
remaining. Iorio sank a lay-up.
After Fries hit a pair of free throws,
making the score 58-42, the
Highlanders answered with an 8-
0 run with just over a minute to
play.

Governor Livingston sank seven
3-pointers and sank nine of 13
free throws. With the loss,
Cranford dropped to 2-9 on the
season.
Gov. Livingston 19 18 12 19 68
Cranford 14   5 11 14 44
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