
Page 18  Thursday, January 29, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

A NIGHT OF LOVE SONGS...The Westfield High School Choraleers will present A Night of Love Songs on Friday,
February 6, at 7 p.m., in Westfield High School Cafeteria B.  This event will feature both group and solo performances by
members of the Choraleers, Concert Choir, and Bella Cora. Many performers are also members of the NJMEA All State
Chorus or CJMEA Region Chorus.  Desserts and coffee will be served; there will be a raffle of wonderful gift certificates
and baskets courtesy of Utopia Salon and Day Spa, Savory Spice Shop, Lord & Taylor, Hilton Short Hills, and other local
businesses. Suggested donation is $10 per adult and $5 per student. Proceeds of this event will help support the choir’s
upcoming Scotland/England performance tour. Please contact Judy Augustino at judyandalan1@verizon.net for more
information or to make a donation.

Fearlessly Forging Ahead…‘Kicking and
Swearing’ Part of a Dream Realized

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brian Remo, the CFO and founder
of Fearless Productions, an exciting
new theatre company, admits he be-
gan acting late in life. Once he was
bitten by the bug, he’s been busy
acting, directing and producing.  It’s
been about a year since Fearless Pro-
ductions was born. “I’ve always been
good with ideas – they’ve been easy
for me- but maybe a little weak in
bringing them all to fruition.” That
was then, this is now and his theatre
company is taking off like a Califor-
nia wildfire.

A recognized accomplished actor,
writer, director and producer, Mr.
Remo’s productions have been nomi-
nated for 12 NJACT Perry Awards in
the last two seasons. He seemingly
can do it all. Yet a good leader knows
he shouldn’t do everything himself
and Mr. Remo is stellar at leading
with his energy, talent and insight.

What excites him most about the
theatre company is that ideas are con-
tagious. “It’s almost like the company
is an idea machine…one member gets
a brainchild and others on our board
or in our network bring it to life.”

The most recent inspiration is Kick-
ing and Swearing, a competition of
15 original one act plays that will be
presented in The Loft, a black box
space in Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway. “We’re ex-
cited to be able to showcase new
talent of playwrights as well as ac-
tors,” Mr. Remo told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a phone interview.
“Some 45 people are involved in this
week-long event. The actors are re-
hearsing in their own space in each
other’s homes and will perform
nightly the week of Monday, Febru-
ary 2 at the Loft in UCPAC and all
repeated on Saturday, February 7.
According to Mr. Remo, this is a
festival that uses reduced space and
minimal props, but relies heavily on
creativity and inspiration.

A “conglomeration of energy” is
what Mr. Remo calls the company
that is helping produce a show each
month in various venues in the area.
With 150 members, he wants to keep
the actors, producers and directors

busy. “We maintain an enormous fam-
ily atmosphere. We are here to sup-
port and cheer on each other by at-
tending their shows and trading tal-
ent.”  He feels that “All of the cards
seem to have fallen into place for us.”

He credits the mayor of Rahway
and various members of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers for opening their doors to wel-
come the group to the city of Rahway.
This summer Fearless Productions
will offer a free acting camp for chil-
dren who will produce two different
musicals.

In December, Fearless Productions
held the finals of Fearless Icon, an
American Idol type contest that found
the best voices in New Jersey. Held at
the historic Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center in Rahway, the five
finalists sang two songs for an enthu-
siastic audience and nine judges. This
writer had the honor of being one of
those judges and was amazed at the
caliber of the talent. Each finalist had
a professional performer as a mentor
to guide him or her in the process of

presenting themselves in the best
light. This is scheduled to be an an-
nual event that will, no doubt, draw
more attention.

And additionally to help hone mu-
sical and acting talents, Fearless Pro-
ductions offers workshops: “The
Fearless Truth; An Actors Workshop”
and “Constructing the Fearless In-
strument.” Outlets for the blossom-
ing talent are copious. Upcoming in
March is the musical Nine that will be
produced on the Hamilton Stage in
Rahway. Also, Green Day’s Ameri-
can Idiot will open in July, again on
the 300-seat Hamilton Stage.

Of the company itself, Mr. Remo
says on his website, “We have come
together in friendship, in love and in
the name of our passion for the craft
that was fueled by a collaborative
spirit that can only be referred to as
Fearless.” Their motto is their name;
their work exemplifies it.

For more information about the up-
coming season, visit their website at
www.fearlessprod.com and be amazed
at the ambitious 2015 season.

tick, tick...Boom! to Open This
Weekend At Rahway’s Hamilton Stage

RAHWAY – American Theater
Group, New Jersey's newest profes-
sional theater company in residence at
Hamilton Stage at Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (360 Hamilton
Street, Rahway), will present Jonathan
Larson’s rock musical tick, tick…
BOOM!. The production will run open
Saturday, January 31 at 8 p.m. Directed
by Igor Goldin, with music direction
by Vince Di Mura, the cast will feature
Nicholas Park, Shannon O'Boyle, and
Michael  Luwoye. Before he wrote the
Broadway blockbuster RENT, Jonathan
Larson had another story to tell...his
own.

tick, tick… BOOM! opens on a Satur-
day night in 1990. Jon is about to turn
30, his show Superbia will have its first
public performance--a workshop--in a
few days, and he's worried that he may
have made a wrong career choice. We
meet his girlfriend, Susan, and his best
friend, Michael, who reveals that he is
HIV-positive, Jon thinks about their
lifetime of friendship; about what led
him to choose a career in the theater,
and about whether he should give up

his dreams of success as a composer.
Finally, as his 30th birthday actually
arrives, he ponders the choices we face
in life, and thinks about how we trans-
late those decisions into everyday liv-
ing. Containing the kind of power-
house musical numbers that helped
make RENT a smash hit, tick, tick...
BOOM! is an endearing, engaging look
at making your dreams a reality.

Nicholas Park who has been seen in
the off-Broadway productions of Bed-
bugs!!!, Mr. Irresistible, and Dear
Edwina will play the role of Jon.

Shannon O'Boyle, who plays Susan,
recently made her Broadway debut as
standby for Girl in Once. Regional
favorites include the title role of the
new rock musical Lizzie, and Legally
Blonde.

Michael Luwoye, who plays the best
friend, has numerous stage credits in-
cluding Empty House; Fable; Witness
Uganda; The Three Musketeers, Once
on This Island, Hairspray and Guys
and Dolls.

Director Igor Goldin is known pri-
marily for developing and directing

new plays and musicals for the stage.
Most notably the regional and Off-
Broadway productions of the WWII
musical YANK!. Mr. Goldin has devel-
oped and directed a total of 11 new
musicals for the New York Musical
Theatre Festival.

Music Director Vince Di Mura serves
as the Resident Composer and Musical
Director for Princeton University's
Lewis Center of the Arts, where his
collaborations are entirely dance based.
He has performed in concert halls and
arts centers throughout North America.

Performances are 8 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday, with 3 p.m. matinees
on Sunday, February 12 and February
19, with added performances on
Wednesday, January 8 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, February 19 at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $35, with $20 student
and senior tickets with valid ID. For
tickets, visit
www.americantheatergroup.org; call
(732) 499-8226; or in person at the
Union County Performing Arts Center
box office located at 1601 Irving
Street.¼)

ENDLESS ENERGY...The founder and Chief Financial Officer of Fearless
Productions Brian Remo is contemplative in the role of director. The theatre
company, founded almost a year ago, is breaking new ground with a production
every month in Rahway.
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Garwood $329,000
Large custom built cape 2 additions well
maintained by one owner. Fantastic property
and close to everything location!

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3188624

Westfield $399,900
Elegant Condo close to town/NY trans. High
ceilings, beautiful HW flrs, W/D in unit, 2
full baths, 2 skylights, & more!

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3178615

Plainfield $485,000
1994 Col in Sleepy Hollow/Netherwood
Heights. CAC, 4BR/2.1 BA, Fm Rm in Kit. LOW
TAXES 107x448' Lot 1220DenmarkRoad.com.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3194081

Scotch Plains $739,900
Fabulous Colonial w/open two story foyer, 4
bdrms, 3 1/2 baths & finished bsmt in
Sterling Chase. Deck & fenced yard.

Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 3188023

Franklin Township $498,000
Stunning home in the 55+ Canal Walk
Community. LR & DR w/ vaulted ceilings &
h/w floors. Great Room w/ FP off EIK.

Agent: Sharon Lies MLS: 3193058

Mountainside $745,000
Charming Cape. 4 BR, 2BA. Impeccable
condition. Many recent updates. Location
perfect on Westfield border.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3191016
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