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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When you see scores in a newspaper
they can be deceiving, oftentimes ex-
tremely so. And that goes even more
for headlines.

When the WHS boys tennis team
beat Christian Brothers Academy, 4-1,
in the 1978 All-Groups final, you see
the score and you might think, ‘Wow,
4-1, it was an easy win.’ But all five
matches went three sets. And the win-
ning third sets at second and third
singles were both by a 7-6 margin.
That 4-1 victory “wasthisclose” to
being a 3-2 loss.

The 2002 swim team “rolled” to a
97-73 sectional final “rout” of Vernon.
Well, not exactly. Yes, the score was a
24-point difference, but Vernon won
eight of the 11 events. It’s just that the
Vikings were outscored 33-11 in the
three races they didn’t win. Other-
wise, the meet was a tossup.

The great tennis team of 2007 also
“wasthisclose” to losing to West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the
Group 4 final before posting a 3-2
win. Wins were by Ravi Netravali 6-
7, 7-6, 6-4 at second singles, and the
teams of first dubs Akis Evangelidis
and Dean Thompson 6-3, 6-4 and
second dubs Graeme Stahl and Justin
Snyder 6-0, 7-6 were the narrow dif-
ference.

Or how about this past Thanksgiv-
ing morning, when Westfield com-
pletely dominated Plainfield from
start to finish, yet was one slipped
tackle from defeat all game, and was
forced into overtime before winning,
6-0. Plainfield had negative yards for
the snow-filled game and WHS moved
the ball at will, but a glance at the
newspaper the next day would make
you think it was a close game.

There are literally hundreds of re-
sults over the years where the score of
the event was no indication of its
competitiveness, or lack thereof.

And so it was that last Thursday
morning, when the newspaper head-
line read “No. 1 CBA cruises past No.
2 Westfield.” To cruise past makes it
sound like a walk in the park. The
final score was 98-72, and there was
mistaking CBA’s claim to its top rank-
ing. But I knew there would be phone
calls coming from Faithful Readers
Steve from Washington and Jeff from
Pittstown about how WHS had been
clobbered. And, like clockwork, both
calls came.

What they didn’t know, and what
that score and especially that head-
line, didn’t show was how well the
Blue Devils swam.

“We power pointed 4,934 in a 26-
point loss,” coach Jeff Knight said.

Power points are a system that gives
each swimmer’s, or each relay’s time
a point equivalent; the faster the time,
the more power points. It’s a great
indicator of how someone swam,
rather than “he finished fourth.”

There was a time when 4,000 power
points in a dual meet were like run-
ning a four-minute mile once was, or
high jumping 7 feet. It was usually
unreachable, and then mostly only in
the state finals, when everybody is at
an emotional peak.

But high school swimmers have
gotten significantly faster over the
past decade, and now 5,000 power
points has become is the unreachable
number … at least before CBA did it
on Wednesday. WHS’s 4,934 is a state
public school record.

To do what CBA and WHS did, in
a mid-season dual meet at the Raritan
Bay Y, was pretty spectacular.

Westfield, the three-time defend-
ing state Public A champion, swims
against teams like Bergen Catholic
and CBA, the five-time reigning state
Non-Public A champions, to create
“power point meets” that will earn
the highest seed possible in next

You Can’t Judge a Book
By Looking at the Cover

month’s state tournament.
Westfield and CBA have met 12

times since the first meeting in 1994.
The Colts have won 11 of the 12,
though there have been some close
ones – 90-80 in ’94, 88-82 in ’95, 92-
78 in ’14. WHS’s only win was 89-81
in 2009.

The Blue Devils opened last
Wednesday’s meet with a school record
in the 200 medley relay. The foursome
of Kevin Clauss, Stephen Husch, John
Lindros and Eric Bebel clocked
1:37.18, breaking a 23-year-old mark.
The previous record of 1:37.28 was set
by Darren Hertell, Dave Schwartz, Tom
Mann and Sean Schafer in the 1992
state Group A championship victory
that ended St. Joseph’s 12-year reign
as state champs.

And the record before that was set
back in 1965, 28 years earlier, when
John Ketcham, Dave Perkowski,
Harvey Gerber and Peter Heesch won
the state title in 1:39.50. That four-
some also captured the YMCA na-
tional championship a month later.
Ketcham had a legendary career at
Wesleyan; Perkowski, who swam at
Indiana, was at the 1968 Mexico City
Olympics; Gerber swam collegiately
at Yale, and Heesch competed at West
Point, and later in the jungles of Viet-
nam.

WHS also got a sub-1:40 out of its
‘B’ medley team of Dave Lindros,
Stefan Crigler, Colin Daniel and Ryan
Daniel, who were third in 1:39.66.

Sophomore Aedan Collins went
1:44.17 to win the 200 freestyle in a
race that saw CBA’s third swimmer
(the fourth-place finisher) clock a
1:46.68. Collins’ time is No. 4 on
WHS’s Top 15 List. And his 48.56 in
the 100 free was No. 12 and bumped
2004 speedster Ryan Bartholomew out
of the Top 15.

Clauss finished second in the 200
individual medley in 1:58.28, No. 5 on
the Top 15 List. The names he’s be-
hind are Hertell, Pat Daurio, Tim
Romano and Chris McFadden – four
all-timers!

Knight later moved Clauss from his
normal 100 backstroke and put in the
500 free. “We knew CBA was gonna
probably get 1-2 in the back, so we
tried to go 1-2 in the 500,” Knight said.
Lindros won the event and Clauss was
third, just .11 of a second from second.
But his time of 4:49.84 was No. 7 in
school history, and his time dumped
Paul Kolterjahn out of the Top 10.

It was Kolterjahn’s 4:53.54 at the
2000 state semifinals that remains
one of the all-time legendary upsets
in WHS swimming history. Kolterjahn
cut 19 seconds from his previous best
time to upset Somerset County cham-
pion Glenn Sudol (younger brother
of Hillsborough coach Todd Sudol)
and win the 500 free in an event that
was the lynchpin of a stunning, 86-84
victory over Bridgewater-Raritan.
And it set the stage for the shocking
state final win over Cherry Hill East.

And that, of course, kicked off the
amazing run that has been WHS swim-
ming the past 15 years.

Back to the CBA meet. Husch, Steve
Warren and Crigler went 1-2-3 in the
breaststroke. Husch at No. 4 and War-
ren at No. 7 are both ahead of
Perkowski, who retains the No. 9 spot
(he was top 3 until just a decade ago),
with Crigler just .25 of a second be-
hind at No. 13.

The performance drew high praise
from at least one person – CBA coach
Vito Chiaravolotti.

“Our guys have a lot of respect for
(Westfield), they know they’re a great
team, too,” he told The Star-Ledger.
“Year in and year out they’re always
competing for state titles. These meets
are the fun ones. You get the best out
of both teams. There’s no doubt we
got the best out of both teams today.”

COUNTY STUFF
The boys swim team captured the

Union County championship Sunday
at Rutgers. It was the fourth straight,
and 60th in the 64 years the meet has
been held. Senior Stephen Husch and
sophomore Aedan Collins each won
two individual events. Collins later
joined John Lindros, Eric Bebel and
Ryan Daniel on what may have been
the first UC co-champion relay, shar-
ing the 200 free relay title with Scotch
Plains when both clocked 1:29.46.
But the historic swim of the day was
WHS’s medley relay, which broke
the meet record held by Summit and
its own four-day-old school record.
The foursome of Kevin Clauss, Husch,
Lindros and Daniel went 1:36.95

The girls team finished second to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, ending their
22-year reign as county champs (they
shared the 2005 title with SPF). Best
WHS swim was junior Gwyn Devin’s
1:07.83, just .07 behind the winner,
and just .09 off the school record set
in 1982 by Hall of Famer Janney
Zonnevylle.

For those keeping score, the total
combined points: SP-F 805, WHS
790.5.

THIS AND THAT
Joe Greenspan, Hannah Kronick

and Katie Ponce were all on the board
for their respective professional drafts
last week, and WHS girls soccer coach
Alex Schmidt wondered if that had
ever happened before. We didn’t think
so, but it turns out that on Tuesday,
Jan. 17, 1952, at the Hotel Statler in
New York, WHS graduates Gerry
McGinley (’48) and Karney Scioscia
(’46) were both taken in the NFL
draft. McGinley, a guard/linebacker
out of Penn, went to the Eagles (10th
round, 113th pick). Scioscia, a full-
back/linebacker out of Maryland, was
taken by the Bears (28th round, 332nd
pick).

Joe Marino, who was not rehired
last fall as WHS girls basketball coach
after 15 mostly successful seasons,
has resurfaced as the freshman boys
basketball coach at Clark.

The Westfield High School boys
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls captured their respective
Union County swim championships
at Rutgers University in Piscataway
on January 25. The boys meet was
mostly a battle between the Blue
Devils with 482 points and the Raid-
ers at 443, while the girls meet was a
three way battle with the Raiders
(362), Blue Devils (308.5) and
Cranford (259).

For the boys, Blue Devils Aedan
Collins and Stephen Husch were
double individual winners, while
Raider Alex Skoog also was a double
winner. The Raiders won three indi-
vidual events, while the Blue Devils
won four individual events.

Kevin Clauss, Husch, John Lindros
and Ryan Daniel won the 200-Med-
ley Relay with a meet record time of
1:36.95. The Raiders took second at
1:38.61. Collins touched first in the
200-freestyle at 1:45.87, followed by
Raider Eric Chang at 1:48.6 and Blue
Devils Griff Morgan at 1:48.74 and
Ryan Bebel at 1:50.61. Raider Kevin
Fleck finished sixth at 1:52.59.

Raider Nolan Kearns took top hon-
ors in the 200-Individual Medley with
a time of 1:56.52. Clauss was second
at 1:58.56, followed by Raider Chris
Bondarowicz at 2:01.69 and Blue
Devil Jack Rose at 2:01.87. Blue Devil
Lucas Fan took sixth at 2:05.21. Dave
Hua (New Providence) won the 50-
free at a meet record 21.54, followed
by John Lindros at 21.94, Cougar
Matt Kaczynski at 21.95, Raider Matt
Marino at 22.13, Ryan Daniel at 22.58
and Raider Nick Heath at 22.68.

Husch took first in the 100-fly at
53.35, followed by Marino at 53.6.
Ryan Daniel took fourth at 54.39 and
Colin Daniel took sixth at 55.37.
Skoog won the 100-free at 47.07,
followed by John Lindros at 47.64,
Kaczynski at 48.47, Heath at 49.66,
Ryan Bebel at 49.72 and Raider Mike
Rash at 49.91. Collins won the 500-
free with a time of 4:52.74. Raider
Fleck finished fourth at 4:59.04, fol-
lowed by Morgan at 4:59.14 and Blue
Devil Nick Youssef at 5:03.58.

The 200-free relay ended up in a
tie with Blue Devils J. Lindros, E.
Bebel, Collins and R. Daniel, and
Raiders Marino, Kearns, Rash and
Heath at 1:29.46. Skoog won the
100-backstroke at 52.52, followed
by Clauss at 53.96, Dave Lindros at

54.45, Chang at 54.82 and Rose at
55.58. Husch won the 100-breast-
stroke at 59.12. Bondarowicz took
third at 59.72, followed by Kearns at
1:00.54 and Blue Devils Steve War-
ren at 1:01.19 and Stefan Crigler at
1:01.86. Rash, JB Walling, Chang
and Kearns won the 400-free relay at
3:19.58, followed by Westfield at
3:19.86.

In the girls’ events, Raider Sarah
Davis won two events. First she won
the 50-free at 23.76, followed by
Cougars Isabella DeSimone at 24.64
and Emily Wilson at 24.77. Raider
Amanda Banasiak placed fifth at
24.95. Davis also won the 100-free at
51.82. Wilson took fourth at 53.86
and DeSimone took fifth at 54.74.

Cougar Julie Byrne also won two
events, which included breaking her
own meet record in the 200IM with a
time of 2:05.74. Blue Devil Caroline
Basil touched fourth at 2:12.02, fol-
lowed by Raider Rachel Maizes at
2:13.9. Byrne also took first in the
100-fly at 56.76. Raider Stephanie
Judge took third at 58.35.

Erica Wirth (New Providence) set
two meet records. She won the 200-
free at 1:52.48 (Raider Isabella Iacona
was fifth a 2:01.389 and Blue Devil

Courtney Day was sixth at 2:01.74)
then she touched first in the 500-free
at 4:57.64. Iacona was third at 5:20.07,
followed by Cougar Sarah Turkavage
at 5:24.15 and Blue Devils Amy West
at 5:24.82 and Emily McGann at
5:26.43.

Raiders Erika Frasier, Rachel
Brown, Judge and Davis won the
200-MR with a meet record time of
1:47.53. Cranford took second at
1:48.73 and Westfield took fourth at
1:50.19. Banasiak, Judge, Maya
Dunchus and Maizes finished first in
the 200-free relay at 1:39.29, fol-
lowed by Westfield at 1:39.49.
Kathleen Miszkiewicz (Oak Knoll)
won the 100-backstroke at 56.7, fol-
lowed by Basil at 58.51. Judge took
fourth at 59.58, followed by Blue
Devil Muriel Maloney at 1:01.45.

Reeve Lanigan (New Providence)
won the 100-breaststroke at 1:07.76,
followed by Blue Devil Gwyn Devin
at 1:07.83 and Maizes at 1:08.37.
New Providence’s Sara Misiukewicz,
Isabelle Malinowski, Wirth and
Donnelly won the 400-free relay in
3:34.84. Cranford took second at
3:37.29, followed by the Raiders at
3:37.77. Westfield took fifth at
3:46.28.

Dave Perkowski (right) gets off to a quick start en route to winning the 100-yard
breaststroke at the 1965 YMCA National Championships at the Wallace Pool.
That was one of the races that ignited the Westfield Y to the first of its back-to-
back national titles. Note that the starting blocks were at the shallow end then.
Also note the scaffolding where the judges and timers were located.
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Westfield - Meticulously maintained Colonial, 4BRs, 2
full baths, Kitchen with center island and eat-in area,
Family Room with fireplace and Powder Room, Lovely
landscaped property with patio, 2 car garage. Call me
today to view.     Offered at $969,900

www.seetheproperty.com/149626 

North Edison  - 1885 country house with all of today's
amenities. Eat in kitchen, banquet size Dining room, 1st
floor family room.  This truly charming home lovingly cared
for by it present owners boasts the following: Three plus
bedrooms, large master bedroom with private bath and
walk in cedar closet. All new windows, roof and 200 amp
service.  One of a kind.    Offered at $469,000

Springfield Townhouse - Beautifully maintained open floor
plan 3 story 2Bdrm, 2.5Bths, Finished basement (2004)
with family room and office. Living room dining room com-
bination with wood floors. Fireplace with stone surround
and mantle. Vaulted ceilings. Newly finished deck off Living
room. Pool, Clubhouse & Tennis. Gated Community,  Great
Location!!! EZ Commute to NYC!  Offered at $379,900

Gloria Kraft
Broker Sales Associate

908-616-8146
Gloriakraft.com

Kim Gibson
Sales Associate

908-578-3240
Kim-gibson.net

Elizabeth Kroncke
Sales Associate

908 337-5971
Elizabethkroncke.com

WESTFIELD

153 Madison Ave

EDISON

359 Rahway Rd

SPRINGFIELD

955 S. Springfield Ave

Just six days after one of its most
dismal performances in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) the
Westfield High School wrestling
team quickly regrouped to stun the
Governor Livingston (GL) High-
landers, who were coming off one of
their best UCT performances, by a
38-37 criteria in Westfield on Janu-
ary 23. Both teams won seven weight
classes, but the Blue Devils prevailed
in head-to-head match-ups due to
the Highlanders receiving three for-
feits, while Westfield received just
one.

As to the UCT on January 17, the
Blue Devils, who also defeated Lin-
den on January 21, finished in a tie
for last with Plainfield, accumulat-
ing only 52 points, while the High-
landers placed second with a total of
159. Additionally, the Highlanders
claimed one champion, one second
place finisher and three third place
finishers, while the Blue Devils
claimed only one second place fin-
isher and a third place.

With the dual meet beginning with
the 138-lb bout, the Highlanders got
a 6-0 team jump when Quinn Haddad
pinned Ben Kwok in 1:42. At 145-
lbs, GL’s Turner Haddad decisioned
Kevin Miller, 3-0, then at 152-lbs,
GL’s Nick DeLuca received a forfeit
to make the team score, 15-0. Jarek
Gozdieski put the Blue Devils on the
scoreboard when he pinned Mike
Rhodes in 3:56 at 160-lbs.

Blue Devil Devin Anderson fol-
lowed at 170-lbs with a 1:49 fall
over Sam Burke. GL’s Jack Blasch

received a forfeit at 182-lbs then
Blue Devil Phil Ricca received a
forfeit at 195-lbs. Cotter Spurlock
put Westfield into a 24-21 lead when
he pinned Ben Collins in 32 seconds
at 220-lbs, but Sean Tomlinson put
GL back on top, 27-24, when he
received a forfeit at 285-lbs.

Blue Devil Chris Hoerle knotted
the team score when he earned a 3-1
decision over Jake Pecorelli at 106-
lbs. GL’s Nick Mele, the UCT cham-
pion at 113-lbs, pinned Zach
Rabinowitz in 1:51 then Danny
Hoerle retied the team score when
he pinned Matt Hoy in 1:47 at 120-
lbs. John Fuller claimed a 14-4, major
decision over GL’s Andrew Gallitelli
at 126-lbs then GL’s Austin Senkarik
claimed a 14-6, major decision over
Al Dente at 132-lb to tie the team
score at 37-37 prior to the criteria.

Cougar Cagers Topple
Lady Hilltoppers, 54-44

Junior Lindsay Pace paced the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team past the Summit
Hilltoppers with a team-high 16
points, including two 3-pointers, on
January 22. Pace also had six re-
bounds, three steals an assist and a
blocked shot.

Cougar Camryn Wilchelns sank
15 points, including a 3-pointer,
and added five rebounds, three
steals, two assists and a block. Sa-
rah Ross, who had four points with
a 3-pointer, dished out four assists
and added four rebounds and two
steals. Julia Schork netted four
points, four rebounds, three blocks
and an assist. Bela Speer had three
points, five rebounds and a block,
while Katarina Polyvious had two
points, two rebounds and a pair of
assists, and Lisa Silvestrini added
two points and two rebounds.
Cassidy O’Malley led the
Hilltoppers with 18 points and
Christina Richson put in 12 points.
Summit 12   8 14 10 44
Cranford 19   5 14 16 54
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Blue Devil Matmen Stun
Highlanders by Criteria

BLUE DEVIL BOYS, RAIDER GIRLS SET RECORD IN 200MR

Blue Devil Boys, Raider Girls
Win UCT Swim Championship

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Matmen Rap
Minutemen, 45-21

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team won nine of the 13 con-
tested bouts to defeat the Elizabeth
Minutemen, 45-21, on January 23.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
182: — Niko Cappello (C) p Dan Stewart,
0:29
195: — Quincy McCallum (E) d Nick
Ballas, 6-3
220: — Dave Tobe (E) d Alex Esposito,
OT SV
Hwt: — Lloyd Jackson (E) p Kevin
Doran, 5:03
106: — No match
113: — Mike Anaya (E) p Jake Quinn, :24
120: — Tom DiGiovanni (C) p Kevin
Bazan, 3:17
126: — Chris Scorese (C) p Ancyto
Valcin, 4:21
132: — Vince Concina (C) p Ruben
Martinez, 3:28
138: — Mike Nigro (C) d Ruben Arias, 9-2
145: — Brian McGovern (C) p Malachi
Dye, 1:01
152: — Gavin Murray (C) p Reggie
Adams, 3:30
160: — Andrew Tompkins (C) p
Shaquile Mars, 1:39
170: — Eden Germain (E) d Dylan
Budnik, 5-3


