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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Comptroller Probe Questions
$1.5-Mil. Spent on UC Alliance

New Jersey ports with this revenue
going into the Trust Fund.

Mr. Wisniewski said trucks are reg-
istered with the state and pay a tax on
the weight of the truck and how much
they can carry. “That’s one of the
items that has to be looked at,” he
stated. He is opposed, however, to a
container tax at the Ports of Newark
and Elizabeth, noting he would be
concerned about “chasing away” Port
business.

He said an increase in subsidies is
needed from the state’s General Fund
in the state budget to help fund week-
end one-seat rides on the Raritan Val-
ley Line and maintenance on switches
and electrical switches.

Greg Bender of South Bound Brook
said the reason people are not sup-
porting the gas tax is because of a
“mistrust in what’s going to get built
with the money.”

In other business, Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski said Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition members met with NJ
Transit officials. Among the topics
discussed was adding two more trains
during the off-peak afternoon ser-
vice. She said additional rail service
is needed as both the Holland and
Lincoln Tunnels will be shut for main-
tenance with the Pulaski Skyway cur-
rently shut for construction.

The Coalition will next meet on
Monday, March 23, at the Somerset
County Administration Building in
the third floor freeholders meeting
room.
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Gas-Tax Hike

STATE — An Office of the State
Comptroller (OSC) investigation has
found that Union County paid in ex-
cess of $1.5 million over a four-year
period to a non-profit agency that
produced a biannual newsletter and
little else in return for the public’s
money.

The agency, Union County Alli-
ance (UCA), relied almost entirely on
public funding but operated with vir-
tually no oversight or recordkeeping,
OSC found. Charged with promoting
economic development, the UCA was
headed by a Union County official,
now deceased, who left the county
payroll to become employed directly
by the agency as its president.

As a non-profit organization, the
UCA is not subject to the same ethics
standards and regulations that typi-
cally apply to public entities. In its
report, OSC recommends Union
County take steps to ensure that ven-
dors such as the UCA “are not used
simply as a means to circumvent rules
and regulations that would be im-
posed upon the government agency
by law if it performed the services
itself.”

“State laws exist to place a level of
accountability over the expenditure
of public money,” Acting State
Comptroller Marc Larkins said.
“When a group funded almost en-
tirely by government money, man-
aged by government officials, car-
rying out a government function, is
allowed to operate outside of gov-
ernment rules and regulations, ac-
countability disappears.”

OSC’s investigation focused on a
series of annual no-bid contracts
from 2008 to 2011 through which
Union County paid the UCA $1.56
million (representing 80 percent of
the UCA’s funding) to promote eco-
nomic development in Union
County.

Approximately 99 percent of the
UCA’s funding during that time pe-
riod came from the county and other
public entities within the county.

According to OSC’s findings, the
only material work product com-
pleted by the UCA during that pe-
riod was the publication of a news-
letter called Union County Direc-
tions. The newsletter, which was is-
sued twice a year along with peri-
odic electronic updates, consisted
of information prepared and pro-
vided by the county, including inter-
views with public officeholders and
information about the accomplish-
ments of Union County government
and local officials. The newsletter
had previously been published by
the county itself and cost the UCA
approximately $120,000 a year to
publish and mail.

As justification for awarding an-
nual contracts to the UCA without
considering other competition, the
county asserted that it required ser-
vices that could not be provided by
other vendors. The county renewed
its contract with the UCA each year
without alterations and with no reas-
sessment of its terms, OSC found. In
its report, OSC concluded that the
tasks undertaken by the UCA did not
require any specialized expertise and
the county could have either pro-
duced its newsletter in-house, as it
had done in the past, or opened the
contracts to competition as an at-
tempt to save the public money.

The county’s justification for by-
passing competitive bidding was fur-
ther compromised by the fact that the
UCA hired additional vendors and
consultants to perform work on the
newsletter, OSC found. One of those
companies was affiliated with the
former UCA president’s wife and was
paid more than $108,000 for research
and editing. The former president’s
wife also worked for Kean University
and was involved in approving
$167,000 in payments from the uni-
versity to the UCA for advertisements
placed in the newsletter. She later
recused herself from involvement in
additional advertisement payments.

The former UCA president’s con-
tract entitled him to 15 percent com-
mission from advertisements placed
with the UCA. In addition to the ad-
vertisement revenue from Kean Uni-
versity, Union County itself separately
paid the UCA at least $29,000 per
year for advertisements in the news-
letter, which it was paying to pro-
duce.

UCA’s lack of recordkeeping made
it impossible to accurately account
for its finances, said OSC Investiga-
tions Division Director Noelle
Maloney. The group did not have a
functioning treasurer, even though its
bylaws required a treasurer to cosign
all of its checks, and it did not main-
tain any budgets.

“In order to conduct our investiga-
tion, we had to reconstruct financial
details from UCA bank records and
other sources,” Ms. Maloney said.
“Even then, it was impossible to de-
termine exactly how the UCA spent
the county’s money.”

OSC did determine that most of the
group’s expenditures went to salaries
and other forms of employee com-
pensation that raised more questions.
The former UCA president received
checks at different times, in different
amounts, and at times received mul-
tiple checks on the same dates which
did not correspond with payroll
records, OSC found.

OSC also determined that the UCA
had a separate checking account with
a debit card that was used to charge
$90,000 over the four years, much of
it for meals and travel. Charges were
incurred from a hotel in North Caro-
lina, a restaurant in Florida and a
liquor store in Ship Bottom, New
Jersey, OSC found. The UCA kept no
receipts or records to demonstrate
that any of the expenses were for
legitimate business purposes.

The investigative report concludes
with six recommendations to Union
County and other government units.
Among them, it asks the county to
consider whether the economic de-
velopment functions currently pro-
vided by the UCA are more appropri-
ately performed by the county itself.
The report also provides several steps
for all public entities to take when
contracting with outside vendors, such
as including a code of ethics to deal
with conflicts of interest.

County officials said they are reex-
amining their financial commitment
to the UCA in light of OSC’s findings.
The UCA’s current president, hired in
March 2013, said that steps are being
taken to address OSC’s recommen-
dations. For example, the UCA is
now using a reimbursement process
for expenses and, going forward, ven-
dor contracts and any potential con-
flicts of interest will be disclosed to
the UCA board. The county released
the following statement through
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

“The County of Union is currently
in the process of reviewing the
Comptroller’s report and its recom-
mendations. As the report indicated,
the county has already taken a num-
ber of steps addressing issues raised
by the Comptroller’s Office, begin-
ning in 2012. The Alliance, at the
urging of the county, undertook cor-
rective actions as per their financial
book keeping, and activities. Coupled
with these reforms, the county also
cut about one third of its annual sub-
sidy to the Alliance, and the organiza-
tion is now focusing on generating
outside income to subsidize its op-
erations.

“Overall, we believe these reforms
will enable the Alliance to play a vital
role in assisting the county as a whole
and galvanizing private and public
sector support for urgent regional
business, transportation, planning and
economic development initiatives.”

OSC has referred its findings to the
Internal Revenue Service, the New
Jersey Department of Treasury’s Di-
vision of Taxation and the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development.

thony Durante was appointed as a
resident member to the Downtown
District Management Corporation
for a three-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2017.

The committee is expected to be-
gin the municipal budget review
process at its next meeting on Feb-
ruary 9.

The committee also discussed fire
and police personnel matters, the
FEMA elevation project, and legal
matters in closed session, accord-
ing to the agenda.
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Cranford

Mountainside Council
Names Appointees

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Members
of the Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil tackled a full agenda at their first
public meeting of the year  on Tues-
day, January 20.

Officials voted on several appoint-
ments to various county advisory
groups, authorized several expendi-
tures, and thanked the Mountainside
Rescue Squad for its support of the
New York City Fire Department dur-
ing January 18th ice storm.

The council unanimously voted to
appoint Councilman Robert Messler
to a one-year term as Mountainside’s
representative to the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board, with
engineer Michael Disko serving as
his alternate. The Transportation Ad-
visory Board supports Union
County’s Bureau of Transportation
Planning, which is charged with in-
suring a balanced transportation sys-
tem. The transportation network in
Union County includes highways, bus
lines, passenger and freight rail lines,
shuttle services, bicycle trails as well
as airport and port facilities. In addi-
tion, the council agreed to appoint
Zenon Moriak as the borough’s rep-
resentative to the Union County Air
Traffic and Noise Advisory Board.

Council members also voted in
favor of supporting the Governor’s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse through continued partici-
pation in the Municipal Alliance
for the Prevention of Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse. The Municipal
Alliance was established in 1989
and is dedicated to educating and
encouraging residents, local law en-
forcement, schools, the faith com-
munity, parents, students and oth-
ers about the dangers of drug and
alcohol abuse. The council agreed
to seek a grant of $15,743 to sup-
port its education objectives.

In other business, officials voted
in favor of executing a contract for
animal control services with Asso-
ciated Humane Societies in the
amount of $15,998. The Humane
Society is a not-for-profit organi-
zation and is the largest animal shel-
ter system in New Jersey, with three
shelters in Newark, Forked River
and Tinton Falls.

Additionally, the council voted
to enter into agreement with Gar-

den States Fireworks of Millington,
in the amount of $15,000, for the
community’s annual Fourth of July
fireworks celebration. A portion of
the cost of the fireworks will be
paid for by a donation from the
Mountainside PAL and the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire Company.

The council also approved the pur-
chase of a 2015 Police Interceptor
SUV through Morris County Coop-
erative Pricing Contract for $25,047
and a raffle application from the Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church of Mountainside for a 50/50
off-premises raffle drawing.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli com-
mended the members of the Moun-
tainside Rescue Squad for their ser-
vice after detailing how the organi-
zation responded to a request from
the New York City Fire Depart-
ment, which had a backlog of 9,000
emergency-service calls on Janu-
ary 18th as a result of the severe
weather conditions. Members of the
Rescue Squad joined groups from
10 other New Jersey communities
and traveled to New York City,
where they were issued temporary
New York City license plates and
responded to several hundred calls
for assistance.

Chief Underhill said. “Also, my
thanks to the men and women of the
Garwood Police Department who,
as with every storm or incident, are
out there in the thick of it to ensure
public safety in the borough.”

With schools closed on Tuesday,
sledding was available at Briant
Park in Summit, Echo Lake Park in
Springfield and Westfield, Lenape
Park in Cranford, Meisel Park in
Springfield and Unami Park in
Garwood. In addition, cross-coun-
try skiing was permitted at the Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains,
Oak Ridge Park in Clark and the
Watchung Reservation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Storm

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HISTORY LESSON...Local historian Robert A. Mayers delivers a lecture to an
eager audience on “The Forgotten Revolution” on Friday night in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. This lecture was presented by the
Westfield Historical Society.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY...Kids and grownups alike enjoyed the day off on Tuesday by sledding, tubing and snowboarding at Unami Park in Cranford. The predicted blizzard turned into a mere five-inch snowfall as the storm moved to the east, leaving
parts of New York and Massachusetts with upwards of two feet of snow.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
FIXING TRUST FUND…Elected officials and members of the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition  gathered Monday at the Westfield Municipal Building to hear
Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-19th, Sayreville) discuss funding the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund.

Teacher Awards Presented
by SP-F Bd. of Education

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education (BOE)
meeting held last Thursday night,
14 teachers were given The
Governor’s Educator of the Year
Award in front of a packed room.

Charlene Hall, third-grade teacher
from Brunner School; Christine
Segotta, third-grade teacher from
School One, and Maureen Holler,
first-grade teacher from Evergreen,
were awarded with this honor. In
addition, vocal music teacher
Heather Filipski from McMinn
School was given the award, as well
as Heidi Sweeny-Schulenburg, so-
cial studies teacher from Park Middle
School; Michelle Emanuel, world
language teacher from Terrill, and
Elizabeth Coleman, English/Lan-
guage Arts teacher from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). Michelle Mallozzi, sec-
ond-grade teacher from Coles, also
was named with the honor but was
not present at the meeting.

In addition, Tiffany Annese,
school occupational therapist from
Brunner School; Eileen Raszka,
school library media specialist from
Coles School; School One Speech
Language Specialist Diane Heath
and SPFHS School Counselor
Catherine Hoffman all received
awards. School Nurses Darlene
Tomasulo from Evergreen School
and Connie Salisbury of McGinn
School also were recipients.

According to the State of New
Jersey Department of Education’s
(NJDOE) website, The Governor’s
Educator of the Year Award high-
lights educational innovation, stu-
dent achievement and the rewards
of teaching and important services
outside the classroom that lead to
success. The website also states that
its purpose additionally is to attract
public attention to the positive as-
pects of the educational system.

According to the NJDOE, every
New Jersey principal is encouraged
to recognize one effective or highly-
effective teacher and educational
services professional.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes intro-
duced a draft B to the 2015-2016
calendar.

In draft B, students would not
start back to school until Tuesday,
September 8, which is after Labor
Day, and would have an extra pro-
fessional day on June 23, 2016.
Draft B also lifts the professional
day that would be scheduled on
February 12, 2016 in draft A.

In draft A, which was first intro-
duced in the beginning of the month,
students are scheduled to go back to
school on Friday, September 4, which
is the Friday before Labor Day.

Ms. Hayes stated that both op-
tions were on the website and that
parents were encouraged to cast
their votes as to which calendar
should be adopted at the meeting

tonight, Thursday, January 29.
Finally, it was announced that the

Educational Enrichment Fund (EEF)
will host a beefsteak dinner on Thurs-
day, March 5, from 6:30 to 10 p.m.,
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Tickets are $45 per person
unless purchasing a table for 10,
when the price is $40 per person.

 The next BOE meeting will be
tonight, at 7:30 p.m., in the Adminis-
tration building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

Chertoff To Speak at
Statewide GOP Event
WESTFIELD — Assembly Minor-

ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has announced that former
Secretary of Homeland Security
Michael Chertoff will speak before a
statewide Republican event in Atlan-
tic City on Monday, February 2. The
event is expected to be the largest
gathering of New Jersey Republi-
cans in more than a decade with 1,000
people expected to attend.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Follow us on Social Media
twitter.com/leadertimes

facebook.com/leadertimes


