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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.
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Wisniewski to Raritan Coalition:
25-Cent Gas Tax Hike Needed
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The health of the
state’s Transportation Trust Fund was
the main topic of Monday’s Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition meeting held at
the Westfield Municipal Building. The
Transportation Trust Fund is the main
funding source for transportation
projects throughout the state.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19th, Sayreville), who chairs the
Assembly’s Transportation and Inde-
pendent Authorities Committee, said
he supports raising the state’s gaso-
line tax by 25 cents per gallon in order
to fund the Transportation Trust Fund,
which he said would generate $1.025
billion annually.

“We need that much money not
only to do the work we need, but to do
it in a way that is sustainable,” Mr.
Wisniewski said.

He said money going into the Fund
has only been used for transporta-

tion. The fund was started in 1985
with $250 million. Funding has now
hit $1.2 billion annually.

“That increase has occurred with-
out raising the gas tax,” Mr.
Wisniewski said. To date, $27.1 bil-
lion has been spent over the past 31
years on transportation from the fund,
although only $18 billion of that was
cash, with the rest coming from bor-
rowing.

“We borrow when they (Transpor-
tation Trust Fund) need money and
that borrowing is in part what is con-
suming all of the revenue that we are
currently collecting,” Mr. Wisniewski
said. He said all money raised in 2015
for the Fund is going to be used to pay
debt service. The Fund currently is
$16 billion in debt.

Dedicated funds for the Fund are
the motor fuels tax of 10.5 cents per
gallon, petroleum products gross re-
ceipts tax and the sales and use tax.
Mr. Wisnewski said it is becoming
impossible for the state to continue to
divert sales tax money to pay for
transportation debt while also using
state revenues to pay the state’s other
bills. The lawmaker’s gasoline tax
increase would come from the petro-
leum products gross receipts tax. He
said this tax would be paid by the
wholesalers. Mr. Wisnewski said this
funding source would last for over 25
years and perhaps up to 40 years.

He said he supports raising the
gasoline tax “because there is no
money anywhere in state government
to fund transportation.” He said new
revenue sources are needed for the
Fund.

“Our infrastructure (in New Jer-
sey) is in horrible shape,” he said.

On the one-seat-ride efforts by the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, Mr.
Wisniewski said more capacity is
needed to get NJ Transit trains across
the Hudson River to New York City.
He said the cancellation of the Arc
Tunnel (Access to The Region’s Core)
resulted in the loss of billions of dol-
lars in federal funding.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22nd, Scotch Plains), vice-chair-
man of the Transportation Commit-
tee, said, “We are going to have to
confront the need for additional rev-
enue,” adding that, “we need to have
the ability to have legislation signed.”
She said the poor condition of New
Jersey roads has resulted in New
Jerseyans spending an additional $600
on vehicle maintenance per year.

“We need to have a Transportation
Trust Fund that’s going to be able to
support the investments and manage
construction,” Ms. Stender said.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp said
he would like to see a fee on trucks
picking up and dropping off loads at

Cranford Hires Employee,
Appoints Bd. Members

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee Monday at its workshop
meeting authorized the appointment
by resolution of a part-time em-
ployee with the health department
at a rate of $30 per diem. Jessi
Powell was hired as a part-time reg-
istered environmental health spe-
cialist. Township Business Admin-
istrator Terrence Wall said the health
specialist performs approximately
eight inspections a month in the
township of Cranford. The position
was previously paid by the Westfield
Regional Board of Health, where
he was hired as a full-time em-
ployee. The township expense for
the Westfield Regional Board of
Health is to be reduced by the
amount to be paid for this contrac-
tual employee, Mayor Andis
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader.
In 2014, the township budget for
the Westfield Regional Board of
Health was just over $79,000,
Mayor Kalnins said in a workshop
meeting in November.

The committee voted on resolu-
tions on the consent agenda slated
for the official meeting originally
to be held Tuesday, but was can-
celed in light of the impending
storm, Mayor Kalnins said. The
committee authorized 2014 budget
transfers and tax refunds. The com-
mittee also authorized a leave of
absence for Mary Valdivia, viola-
tions clerk with the Cranford Mu-
nicipal Court, pursuant to the
Family Medical Leave Act.

Upon returning from closed ses-
sion, the committee passed the fol-
lowing resolutions. The committee
authorized the appointment of
David Solomon as an alternate no.
1 member to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a two-year term
ending December 31, 2016.
Maureen Tinen was authorized as
an owner member to the Downtown
District Management Corporation
to fill an unexpired term ending
December 31, 2016. She will re-
place Barry Donovan, owner of
Kilkenny House, who resigned. An-
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Photo Courtesy of Joe Sabatella
KEEPING WARM…Joe Sabatella and his wife warm up with their copy of The
Westfield Leader last week in Curacao.

Westfield Reschedules Police
Promotions to February 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil Tuesday rescheduled the police
promotions and the American Wa-
ter Company update originally
scheduled for the meeting until
Tuesday, February 10 due to this
week’s snow storm that hit the area.

American Water Company is to
discuss its water main cleaning and
two other projects for line replace-
ments that will most likely begin in
the spring, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said at Tuesday’s confer-
ence meeting.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
sat in for Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
who was absent.

The term of Police Chief David
Wayman, appointed as the emer-
gency management coordinator,
was changed from one year to three
years, effective January 1, 2015,
per the requirements of the County
of Union, Mr. Gildea said.

The council’s Policy Committee
had its first formal meeting Tues-
day, Councilman Jim Foerst said.
“We reviewed the numbers with the
auditor and the preliminary figures
look good so far,” he said.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that budget discussions will
begin in a few weeks at regular
council conference meetings.

Per resolution, the committee ap-

proved the planning board’s deci-
sion for a demolition of a single-
family dwelling and detached ga-
rage located at 631 Carleton Road.
The tree preservation commission
gave its consent as well, Mr. Gildea
said. Gialluisi Custom Homes II,
LLC, sought a minor subdivision
approval by the planning board to
subdivide the property and create
two fully conforming lots. All ex-
isting structures will be demolished
and a single-family house will be
constructed on each lot, according
to the December 1, 2014 Westfield
Planning Board agenda.

The area at St. Marks Avenue
where a dump truck fell into a hole
and damaged the storm sewer sys-
tem was repaired at a cost of
$131,000, Mr. Gildea said. In Sep-
tember, a dump truck carrying as-
phalt fell into a hole where the road
was being paved and collapsed the
storm sewer system underneath the
street.

The council also approved two
resolutions authorizing a third
change order for the 2014 Various
Road Improvements at an additional
cost of $16,000 and a second change
order for the 2014 improvement of
Seneca Place at an additional cost
of $72.

There were no ordinances on the
agenda. The council approved
$820,000 in bills and claims.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
FUNDING HOLE….Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-19th, Sayreville) speaks
at Monday’s Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting at the Westfield Municipal
Building.

DO YOU WANT TO BUILD A SNOWMAN?….Children in Westfield made
their “Frozen” dreams come true as variations of Olaf popped up all over town.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A BLAST...Families enjoyed the snow non-event by sledding and tubing at Unami Park in Cranford. The storm,
which was predicted to be a blizzard, turned into a mere five inch snow fall as the storm moved to the east leaving parts of
New York and Massachusettes with upwards of two feet of fresh powder.

Region Weathers Storm With
‘Blizzard’ Less Than Predicted

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The region lucked out
as an historic blizzard that was pre-
dicted to bring two to three feet of
snow to New Jersey shifted 50 to 75
miles to the east, leaving local towns
here in Union County with between

six and 10 inches of snow. The
website weathernj.com admitted the
blizzard forecast was a ‘“major
bust.”

“...We had all the ingredients on
the table for a historic snowstorm.
We simply messed up the cooking
time,” according to the website.

“Thankfully, we were spared the
extreme blizzard conditions that the
National Weather Service had fore-
cast for our area,” Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said in a statement
on the town’s website. “... Thank
you to all the residents who heeded
the warnings and stayed safe.”

The town’s fire department had
been prepared for the monumental
task of digging out 900 fire hy-
drants throughout Westfield.

Governor Chris Christie lifted a
travel ban in the state that had been
up from 11 p.m. Monday at 7:30
a.m. on Tuesday. The Westfield and
Cranford municipal buildings were
closed Tuesday, although Fanwood
Borough Hall opened at 10:30 a.m.
followed by Scotch Plains at 11
a.m. Schools were closed Tuesday.

Union County government offices
opened at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, al-
though the county courthouse was
closed.

“While the Fanwood area did get
a good amount of snow, it appears
that it was less than half of what
forecasters had originally pre-
dicted,” read a statement from
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Police
Chief Richard Trigo on the Fan-
wood website.

Public works crews throughout
the area were busy Monday night
and all day Tuesday plowing roads
and municipal parking lots.

Scotch Plains also weathered the
storm well. In a statement from
Mayor Kevin Glover, the township
council and Town Manager Al
Mirabella, they thanked residents
for “heeding our advice to stay off
the roads, which clearly helped fa-
cilitate the cleanup throughout the
evening by our DPW.”

Garwood Police Chief Bruce
Underhill said the borough “sus-
tained no downed trees and no
power outages. As usual, our DPW
did a great job.”

“Being able to plow our roads
curb to curb helps ensure the safety
of all and can only be accomplished
with the help of the residents. Be-
cause we had nearly 100-percent
compliance with our local ordi-
nance, we could count the number
of cars on our streets with one hand,”


