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Congressman Lance, Senators,
Please Keep We The People In Mind
Though the new U.S. Congress

includes more than 70 new faces,
none of them come from the
State of New Jersey. Represen-
tative Lance and Senator
Menendez have been at the helm
for some time. Senator Booker is
doing well at taking on the office
to which he was appointed when
his predecessor died recently. I
would like to welcome all three
back to Capitol Hill.

With almost two years until the
next congressional elections
they, and the rest of Congress,
have opportunities to come to-
gether and govern. The begin-
ning of a new, two-year session
of Congress is an important time
for our political leaders to work
together to solve our nation’s
problems. No matter who we
supported in the last election, we

all have an opportunity to work
together in the next two years to
generate solutions to the many
problems facing our country.

As the 114th Congress gets
underway, I hope my senators
and representative will work
across party lines to solve the
problems we face. The positions
I support are delineated by the
Friends Committee on National
Legislation — fcnl.org.

I ask Senator Menendez, Sena-
tor Booker, and Representative
Lance to keep we-the-people
constantly in mind as they work
in the halls of government.

Eva Simonsen
Cranford
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Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEET YOUR COUNCIL... The 2015 Garwood Borough Council pose for group
photo. Pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayor Charles Lombardo, and Councilwoman Ann Tarantino; back row,
Council members JimMathieu, William Nierstedt, Jim Martin and Lou Petruzzelli.

private road and parking area
that would drain north into the
Brookside Retention Basin, a des-
ignated wetland that is strictly
regulated by state statute and
would remain untouched.

Although the developed or im-
pervious surface on the property
would increase from the current
10 percent to 40 percent, Mr.
Quinn testified that the storm
water runoff into the basin adja-
cent to a Rahway River tributary
would be metered from the tank
to reduce the flow rate as re-
quired by law.

It was a contention challenged
by another one of the plaintiffs in
the use variance suit, Westfield
Leader publisher Horace Corbin,
who lives nearby and noted that
a similar proposal for the same
property was rejected more than
a decade ago by the planning
board and upheld by a court.
That rejection resulted in a deci-
sion by the board to zone the
property suitable for three,
single-family houses.

While telling Mr. Quinn that the
tributary, which runs along the
north side of Mr. Corbin’s prop-
erty, flows at capacity during
storms, he also charged that run-
off would affect the brook.

“I think the court had it right 15
years ago that it’s not appropri-
ate, and I don’t care about any of
these fancy damn expert testi-
mony; the court is still going to
get it right,” Mr. Corbin said to
applause from some in the public.

Others followed in a similar
tone, with one woman who lives
on South Union Street near the
brook sarcastically asking, “Who
do I sue when the brook over-
flows because you’re putting in
this large parking lot?” Another
woman from Cranford dryly re-
marked, “This is going to be great.
It will be Cranford, Westfield,
Garwood. We’re in it together.
That’s beautiful. That’s good. The
more the merrier.”

Board Attorney Donald Fraser

tried to keep the comments to
questions for Mr. Quinn and Mr.
Potter, reminding those speak-
ing that the use variance had
already been granted.

Among other questions, nearby
resident Roger Sousa asked that
since anyone on the second-floor
terraces on the back of the
townhouses would be able to
peer directly into his backyard,
and the plans show no landscap-
ing to create a barrier, if the
plans would be redone to re-
move elevated patios.

Mr. Potter said no.
Among other issues, Zoning

Code Official Victor Vinegra in-
formed the board that the
Westfield senior housing struc-

words “additional personnel” as
a factor the superintendent must
take into consideration when con-
sidering recommendations to the
board on the number of “class
sections” for each grade.

“The policy does not set a spe-
cific number (of students per
class),” Board President Chris-
tine Guerriero said. “Because we
certainly don’t want to bind our
hands and bind the hands of the
administration, so we kind of look
at it on a budgetary basis and an
as-needed basis.

“We look at it on a class-by-
class basis,” she added.

The board also approved the
hiring of Lauren Fleischer as a
part-time teacher and parapro-
fessional, as well as Roberto
Santilli as a part-time technol-
ogy coordinator to assist in pre-
paring the student body for the
Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Ca-
reers – or PARCC – test.

PARCC is a mandatory exam for
students in grades 3 to 12 in New
Jersey and in 11 other states and
the District of Columbia that re-

ture being built on Second Av-
enue on the site of the old St.
Anne’s School would be finished
in March and ready for occu-
pancy by April.

Additionally, he said the owner
of the largely abandoned Petro
Plastics industrial site on South
Avenue had completed the sale of
the property to an individual in-
tending to develop the site. Also,
the adjacent and similarly aban-
doned Casale manufacturing plant
was under contract, he said.

Furthermore, the owner of the
abandoned Garwood Paperboard
plant at the east end of North
Avenue was in discussions with
the borough about re-developing
the site himself, Mr. Vinegra said.

placed the previous “pen and
pencil” NJASK and is taken ex-
clusively on a computer/tablet
device.

Sixth- and eighth-grade Lin-
coln School students took the
test at the end of the previous
school year to test the school’s
infrastructure necessary to ad-
minister it.

In another action, the board
approved Storey Dohner for the
extra-curricular activity of the
“homework club,” which is es-
sentially an after-school tutoring
service, for the remainder of the
school year.

The position will be paid with
compensatory time between
January 12 and February 15.

It also authorized $3,800 for
Solutions for Architecture of New-
ark to perform a review and pro-
duce a long-range facilities plan.
The planning board noted in De-
cember that it had not been in-
formed of the school board’s plan,
which the BOE is required to
present, in several years, and
asked it to come before the plan-
ning board with an updated one.
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