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Testimony Continues On
Garwood Townhome Proposal
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Anger, sarcasm
and criticism from the public were
apparent at a nearly three-hour
planning board meeting January
14, as a panel reduced to six
members heard the application
for a disputed nine-townhome
development off Fourth Avenue.

Sharp commentary and out-
right derision were heard fre-
quently from the full room during
the testimony of the civil engi-
neer and architect seeking site
plan approval for the property
owned by Angela and Sandro
Villaraut.

Because of the hour, the board
adjourned before taking testi-
mony from the audience and
agreed to continue the hearing
at its next meeting on Wednes-
day, January 28, in Borough Hall.

The hearing came following a

brief re-organization session that
saw new members Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Steve Napolitano
added and had former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi relegated to an al-
ternate role. Stephen Greet was
unanimously re-elected as chair-
man, and incumbent Kathleen
Villaggio defeated Robert Scherer
for vice-chairman, 7-2.

The proposed $5-million, age-
restricted Fourth Avenue project
was approved for a use variance
in May, a decision that drew a
court challenge in September by
four co-plaintiffs, including two
people who were members of the
planning board. One person, Ileen
Cuccaro, was not re-appointed
to the board, while another, Bruce
Paterson, remains although he
recused himself from the Janu-
ary 14 hearing.

The lawsuit has a case man-
agement conference between the

attorneys before State Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 24.

The hearing on the application
got off to an odd start when, in
addition to Mr. Paterson, Mr.
Greet and Mr. Napolitano recused
themselves. Mr. Greet, who was
absent for the May hearing,
bowed out because he lives near
the property and Mr. Napolitano
did likewise because he is the
Villarauts’ accountant.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
were disqualified because the
hearing was considered a con-
tinuance of the use variance, in
which as members of the bor-
ough council they are prohibited
from participating.

With only one alternate, Mrs.
Quattrocchi, available, the board
had only six members to hear the
application.

Questions to civil engineer Tho-
mas Quinn and architect Glenn
Potter, both of whom testified at
the May hearing, ranged from
traffic, lighting and garbage dis-
posal to the inclusion of second-
floor terraces in the building de-
sign and the storm water runoff
rate into the Brooskide Reten-
tion Basin.

Mr. Quinn testified that plans
for the approximately 500-by-
135-foot property at the north
end of Walnut Street include
demolition of the existing struc-
ture on Fourth Avenue – for-
merly the home of Hidi’s Deli and
Five Star Catering – for the con-
struction of two townhome struc-
tures, each with three-bedroom
units at either end and two-bed-
room units in between on a pri-
vate road.

It also includes the construc-
tion of a 3,000-cubic-foot storm
water retention tank under the
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DISPUTED...Civil Engineer Thomas Quinn explains the plans for a proposed
nine-townhouse development off 484 Fourth Avenue to the Garwood Planning
Board and the public at the board’s January 14 meeting. Potter Architects’
rendering of the disputed proposal is shown in the inset.
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NEW SEATING ARRANGEMENT...The Garwood Borough Council had a
new seating arrangement at its January 13 meeting. Jim Mathieu was moved to
the far left next to Sara Todisco, second from left. Council President Bill
Nierstedt was next with Mayor Charles Lombardo and Borough Administrator
Christina Ariemma next. Mike Martin, Ann Tarantino and Lou Petruzzelli are
on the right.
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Garwood Parents Renew Bid
To Increase Grade 2 Classes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About a dozen
parents of first-grade students
returned for a second time in
three months Tuesday to ask the
board of education (BOE) to add
another class to reduce the
teacher-pupil ratio.

Jennifer Blumenstock, who
spoke first before the board in
October, again led the parents,
who requested a third class for
second grade be included in the
budget for next year.

“We just wanted to remind the
board as we start the new year
and as you start to look into the
budget for next year, to remind
you we’re here and we would
really like the consideration for a
third class for what will be the

second grade next year,” Ms.
Blumenstock said. “That’s all. We
just want you to keep us on your
minds.”

In October, Ms. Blumenstock
said the first grade had two
classes of 25 and 26 children,
limiting the individual attention
given to each.

Board Business Administrator
Eric Larson said Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley had
made him aware of the concerns
and that he was just beginning
the budget process for the next
school year. A special meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, April
29, for a hearing of the budget.

The board on Tuesday unani-
mously adopted a change to its
class-size policy, adding the


