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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND SCORES 8 POINTS, 4 ASSISTS; PACE PUTS IN 6 POINTS; WICHELNS SINKS 5

Farmers Control ‘O’ Boards, Ice Lady Cougar Cagers, 51-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inability to prevent numerous
offensive rebounds on the part of
the Union Farmers plus an un-
ending ice cold shooting display
put the Cranford High School
girls basketball team on the chilly
side of a 51-34 score in Cranford
on January 13.

Senior Adora Moneme and her
sister Nneka consistently man-
aged to get the inside lanes un-
der the offensive boards to allow
the 4-4 Lady Farmers to take
shot-after-shot until one went

in. The two sisters were also
effective under the boards when
the 3-5 Lady Cougars were tak-
ing their shots, which usually
resulted in a one shot and out
situation. Adora finished with 17
rebounds and Nneka finished with
18 rebounds.

“We struggled offensively and
our shots weren’t falling in. They
are very good rebounders. One of
their girls [Adora Moneme] is Num-
ber 5 in the state. It’s kind of hard
to compete against that,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The Cougars, who in the past

have been known for their effec-
tive 3-point shooting, managed
to get only one against the Farm-
ers, a 3-point banger from Camryn
Wichelns at the end of the first
quarter. Wichelns finished with
five points and two rebounds.

In fact, in the first quarter, the
Cougars were not quite as icy as
they would be later in the game
and matched Union point-for-
point and were knotted in an 8-8
tie with 2:06 on the clock until
Allison Seater sank a pair of free
throws and Adora Moneme rolled
in a lay-up, before Wichelns hit
her three to end the quarter, 12-
11, Union. Adora Moneme fin-
ished with a game-leading 17
points, including 5-for-6 from the
line. Seater finished with 10

points and 4-for-4 in free throws.
Cougar Cerys MacLelland (6 re-
bounds, 4 assists, 2 steals) net-
ted four of her eight points in the
quarter and Sarah Ross (3 re-
bounds, 2 steals) dished out two
of her three assists.

The first four minutes of the
second quarter was point-for-
point also, but then the Farmers
got back-to-back 3-pointers from
Ayanna Chain and Kya Riddick,
respectively, to take a 24-17 lead.
Union won the quarter, 14-10, to
carry a 26-21 lead at the half.
Chain finished with 11 points and
Riddick finished with 10. Cougar
Lindsey Pace (3 rebounds, steal,
assist) sank four of her six points
in the quarter. Isabella Speers,
Wichelns and MacLelland each
had two points.

The real chill arrived in the

third quarter and Erin Meixner
was the only Cougar to break the
ice in the 10-4 Union run. Once
again, Adora Moneme held the
hot hand with six points.

“We rushed things. We weren’t
moving very well. It was an off
game for us,” Coach Dyer said.

Trailing by 11 points entering
the fourth quarter, the Cougars
narrowed the gap to 38-32 with
a 7-2 run and with 4:44 remain-
ing. But the Cougars rushed
themselves even more and one
forced shot seemed to beget
another. Additionally, the Fram-
ers continued to rule the boards,
and with time running down, the
Cougars needed to foul. The Lady
Farmers were awarded 12 shots
from the line and sank seven of
them. Cougar Julia Schork (3
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