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 WCW Announces Youth
Poetry, Short Story Contest

Westfield, Scotch Plains, MS
Children Reimagine Shrek

DRAMATIC SELFIE...Contagious Drama Workshop (CDW) teens pose for a
selfie as they rehearse for One Bar Closer, a satirical look at our technology/social
media consumed culture and what it is doing to human connection. This
workshop piece was created by the CDW teens with the guidance of founder Beth
Painter and Wendy Connolly. Featured are Emma Ahern, Kathryn Bartlett,
Abby Connolly, Taylor Dobson, Samantha Hodavance, Sophia Morales, Abbie
Painter, Alexandra Pervical, Elisa Saint Denis, Connor Savoca, Rachel Schuman,
Lindsey Sherman, Talia Sutera, Jaden Weiss and Rebecca White.  Performances
are one day only  this Saturday, January 24, at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. in Westminster
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield at 110 Mountain Avenue. Tickets
are $7 and can be purchased at the door. For more information on Contagious
Drama Workshop, visit contagiousdrama@yahoo.com.

Chansonettes Begin Spring
Rehearsals; Seek Sopranos

Highland Park HS Orchestra
Performs at Evergreen Elem.

SHREKING IT OUT...Children from Westfield, Scotch Plains and Mountainside
will perform in Shrek the Musical at the Woodland Theater beginning Friday,
January 23.

SPRINGFIELD – Front & Center
for Performing Arts is pleased to
present a new look at the upside-down
fairy tale, Shrek the Musical. A twisted
take on a twisted tale, a crew of 22
children from Millburn and Short Hills
(with 29 more local kids) will bring
this award-winning musical to life with
a steampunk flair.

"Once upon a time, there was a
little ogre named Shrek…” And thus
begins the tale of an unlikely hero
who finds himself on a life-chang-
ing journey alongside a wisecrack-
ing Donkey and a feisty princess
who resists her rescue. Throw in a
short-tempered bad guy, a cookie
with an attitude, and over a dozen
other fairy tale misfits, and you’ve
got the kind of mess that calls for a
real hero. Luckily, there's one on
hand...and his name is Shrek.

Irreverently fun for the whole
family, Shrek proves that beauty is
truly in the eye of the beholder.
“This is such a perfect fit for our
group – it’s all about being yourself
and being comfortable with who

you are. That is exactly what we try
to bring out in the children who
come to work with us,” says Direc-
tor Renee Palmero.

Shows will be held on Friday,
January 23, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday,
January 24, at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30
p.m., and Sunday, January 25, at
1:30 p.m., at the Woodland Theater
(former Women’s Club of
Maplewood), 60 Woodland Road,
Maplewood. Tickets are $25 each
for general admission. Tickets can
be purchased through Brown Paper
Tickets at
fncshrekthemusical.brownpapertickets.com.

The cast includes Avery Brooks,
Lila Martin, Olivia Ruhnke and
Libby Verga of Westfield; Allison
Miller of Scotch Plains; and Sasha
Proper, Mia Galm and Abigale Galm
of Mountainside.

Front & Center is located in
Springfield and offers classes and
training for kids and adults in areas
such as drama, musical theater,
voice and dance. For more informa-
tion, visit front-n-center.com.

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) invites all
aspiring student poets and authors
from kindergarten through high
school to enter its Youth Poetry and
Short Story Contest.

Poetry entries may be any style
with a minimum length of eight lines
and a maximum of 30 lines. Short
stories are limited to 2,000 words.
Entries must be typewritten, double
spaced, with a minimum of one inch
margins, on one  side of an 8- by 10-
inch paper.

A student may enter one short story
and/or poem.

The author’s name, address, e-mail
address, if available, telephone num-
ber, student’s  grade and school and
title of the piece must be entered in the
top right hand corner of each page.

All entries will be judged on con-
tent, organization and form. The deci-
sion of the judges is final. Please sub-
mit material in duplicate to Woman’s
Club of Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, postmarked
before Friday, January 23.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writings not to exceed
$500 annually and writing must be
the original, unpublished  work of the
author, written during the last year.
Writers may want to keep a copy of
their work as entries cannot be re-
turned.

Girls Learn to Host
Film Screening

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School chapter of Girls Learn Inter-
national is hosting its second annual
film screening to raise funds for their
partner school in Pakistan.

Girl Rising will be shown on Thurs-
day, February 5, at 7 p.m., at the
Rialto Theatre in Westfield. Girl Ris-
ing is the inspirational film that pro-
motes the truth that equal education
for girls can transform society. The
film, which sold out twice in a previ-
ous screening, follows the lives of
nine girls in nine different countries
and their struggle to be granted basic
human rights.

To watch the trailer and purchase
advance tickets, visit: http://gathr.us/
screening/10028.

Voting Open for Jersey Arts
People’s Choice Award

Art from the HEART
Exhibit At County Gallery

SCOTCH PLAINS – The nation-
ally-recognized Highland Park
High School Orchestra performed
a selection of winter music for stu-
dents at Evergreen Elementary
School. The musicians demon-
strated four types of string instru-
ments, fiddling and classical styles,
and performed a pop combination
with the GoodWorks band of Scotch
Plains. The performance culminated
in a medley of music from Disney’s
Frozen animated movie.

“To celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the Highland Park Orchestra
program, we are giving back by
sharing our love of orchestra with
the community,” said Hsin-Ting
Feng, orchestra conductor and
Scotch Plains resident. “I attended
Evergreen as a child, so it was extra
special for me to bring music back
to my childhood school.”

Scotch Plains-based rock and soul
band GoodWorks has “adopted” the
orchestra and is helping with
fundraising so they can compete in
national competitions. Two of its
members – Paul Lavenhar and Paul

Ungar – joined the orchestra for
two songs.

Ms. Feng said she is starting a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Community
Orchestra for children in March
through The Royal Stage School of
Music, which will do similar events
like the one at Evergreen to give
back to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community.  Children in third grade
and adults can register for the or-
chestra program through the
Fanwood Recreation Department.
Some students may qualify for a
scholarship to the program.

In 2012, the Highland Park High
School Orchestra won Gold at the
WorldStrides Heritage competition,
which enabled them to participate
in the Festival of Gold and perform
at Carnegie Hall. The group also
has been invited to compete for the
Orchestra Cup at the National
School Orchestra Championships in
March 2015 at Lincoln Center in
New York City, where they will per-
form an original work "Fantasy for
Strings" composed by Ben
Newhouse.

WESTFIELD – With the holiday
season behind them, The
Chansonettes of Westfield are ready
to begin rehearsing for their spring
concert tour in May: "Encore: The
Music of Our Times.” The all women's
singing group will perform their new
concert at various locations in
Westfield, Fanwood and beyond. As
they start their preparations the cho-
rus is seeking First Soprano voices to
join the group.

The spring choral program will
celebrate favorite songs through the
decades, including "Blue Skies,"
"Dream a Little Dream of Me,"
"America the Beautiful," "Let's Go

Fly a Kite" and "Stop! In the Name of
Love."

The Chansonettes, in existence for
more than 60 years, performs a holi-
day concert series in December and a
spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, un-
der the direction of Jean Schork and
accompanied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or book-
ing a future concert may call co-presi-
dent Amy Herrington at (908) 317-
5910.

BURLINGTON — Discover Jer-
sey Arts, a co-sponsored project of
the ArtPride New Jersey Founda-
tion and New Jersey State Council
on the Arts dedicated to increasing
the awareness of and participation
in the arts in New Jersey, is pleased
to announce that the polls are now
open for the 2015 JerseyArts.com
People’s Choice Awards. Ballots are
prepped for arts lovers statewide to
vote for their favorite New Jersey
arts organizations.

For the second year in a row, a
record-breaking number of nomina-
tions were received in 16 categories.
From favorite theater to see a play to
favorite dance company, favorite art
gallery to favorite choral group, it is
the public’s turn to decide who’s who
among the Garden State’s cultural
community.

The JerseyArts.com People’s
Choice Awards take place annually to
honor the work of New Jersey’s vital,
vibrant and diverse arts organizations.
More than 100 organizations and
downtown arts districts were nomi-
nated this year – the largest amount
of nominees the Awards has received
since its creation in 2008.

“The response from New Jersey’s
cultural organizations has been amaz-
ing,” said Jim Atkinson, ArtPride New
Jersey Foundation’s Director of Pro-
grams and Services. “The over-
whelming number of nominations
and nominees really speaks to the
strong arts community we have here
and the desire these groups have to
see one another thrive.”

This year’s nominations boast 13
first-time nominees. All organizations
were nominated by their peers through
the Jersey Arts Marketers network,
which is made up of hundreds of non-
profit arts groups across the state.

“The nominees, as well as all who
nominated, should be very proud of
the work they’re doing to bolster arts
and culture in our state,” continued
Mr. Atkinson.

Public voting began January 7 and
runs through Thursday, February 19,
2015. Winners will be announced in
early March and will be honored at
the New Jersey Conference on Tour-
ism, held each year at the Golden
Nugget in Atlantic City.

For a full list of nominees and cat-
egories, visit JerseyArts.com/
peopleschoice.

Chief O'Neill's Mixed Flock
Irish Music Fest at WFUMC

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is pleased to present an exhibit
of artworks from the “Art from the
HEART” fine arts program. The
exhibition is a partnership between
The Visual Arts Center of New Jer-
sey and SAGE Eldercare in Sum-
mit. The Freeholders Gallery is lo-
cated on the sixth floor of the Union
County Administration Building,
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth.
Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays. The exhibit will run
through Monday, February 2.

“Art from the HEART” is in its
14th year. Led by art therapist Rita
Kennelly, the program encourages
self-expression, increases self-es-
teem and helps keep participants’
minds sharp by recapturing the joy
of creativity. The “Art from the
HEART” program is made possible
in part by a HEART Grant (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Ad-
ditional funding is provided by the
Summit Area Public Foundation.

The Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey is the state’s largest institu-
tion dedicated exclusively to view-
ing, making and learning about con-
temporary art, comprising a re-
nowned studio art school and a thriv-
ing education, exhibition and pro-
gramming schedule. Its service mis-
sion includes a commitment to cre-
ating access to the arts for a range of
constituents, from at-risk children
and youth to people with special
needs and senior adults. To learn
more about Visual Arts Center pro-
grams, visit artcenternj.org or call
(908) 273-9121.

SAGE Eldercare supports the in-
dependence, well-being and qual-

ity of life of older adults, their fami-
lies and caregivers, through the pro-
vision of client-centered health,
social and support services. SAGE
is proud to offer a wide range of
programs and services that support
seniors in the challenges they face
during the later stages of life. For
more information, visit
sageeldercare.org or call (908) 273-
5550.

For further information and to
learn more about exhibiting at the
Freeholders Gallery, please contact
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, by calling (908)
558-2550 or by e-mail at
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay
users may dial 711.

 Jerry O'Sullivan with
the Uilleann pipes

WESTFIELD – Having experi-
enced a great toe-tapping audience
success in 2013, The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield will again welcome
the acclaimed musi-
cal ensemble Chief
O'Neill 's Mixed
Flock for an evening
of Irish/Celtic tradi-
tional music at 7:30
p.m. on Friday
evening, January 23,
in the sanctuary of the
First United Method-
ist Church (FUMC),
One East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Snow date for this
event will be Satur-
day, January 31. Gen-
eral donation at the
door will be $20, $15
for seniors and $10
for students.

This group is comprised of super-
star performers led by New Jersey
Symphony clarinetist Andrew Lamy.
Mr. Lamy, an outstanding instru-
mentalist and solo musician who
has appeared before Westfield au-
diences and in Oratorio Singers
concerts, has drawn together play-
ers who display exceptional talent
expert in the performances of well-
known and often obscure Irish mu-
sic in many styles.

Appearing with clarinetist and
whistle player Mr. Lamy will be
Matt Mancuso, Haley Richardson
and Mike Stewart on fiddles, Jerry
O'Sullivan playing the Uilleann
pipes, John Nolan with his button
accordion, John Walsh on guitar

and vocals, Trent Johnson at the
pipe organ and percussion bodhran
player Steve Holloway.

This benefit concert will support
The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield, now
in their 35th perfor-
mance year. This
chorus of about 70
singers under the ba-
ton of music director
Trent Johnson has
presented many
great choral master-
works for soloists,
chorus and orches-
tra as well as world
premieres of new
works. Mr. Johnson
has chosen two
works for the Orato-
rio Sunday, March 8
3 p.m. concert at
FUMC. With soloists

and members of The New Jersey
Symphony, the program will open
with J. S. Bach's glorious Cantata
BWV 80 - "Ein feste Burg ist unser
Gott"(A mighty Fortress is our
God). Closing out the program will
be an audience favorite – the popu-
lar "Requiem," K626, of Wolfgang
Mozart.

Parking for both concerts can be
found in the church lot off Ferris
place. For information, call the
church office at (908) 233-4211
daily from noon to 4 p.m.

Annual Bird Photo
Contest Announced by
National Audubon Soc.

AREA –  The National Audubon
Society in association with Nature’s
Best Photography announces the an-
nual bird photography contest.  Win-
ning photographs will be published
in issues of Audubon Magazine and
Nature’s Best Photography. Judges
include birding legend Kenn Kaufman
and famed photographer Joel Sartore.
The deadline for submission is Mon-
day, February 23.

Entrants may submit their digital
photographs and pay a fee, or mail
prints for free.

For more information about enter-
ing, visit audubonphotoawards.org.

TICK, TICK...BOOM...American Theater Group, New Jersey's newest profes-
sional theater company in residence at Hamilton Stage at Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center, 360 Hamilton Street, Rahway, will present Jonathan Larson’s
rock musical tick, tick… BOOM! The production will run Wednesday, January
28, through Sunday, February 8. Pictured, from left to right, are: Michael
Luwoye, Shannon O'Boyle and Nicholas Park, who will star in the production.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/leadertimes

Four N.Y. Philharmonic Principals
To Play Chamber Music In Concerts
WESTFIELD — On Sunday, Feb-

ruary 1, 2015, the Mostly Music
Chamber Series will again highlight
their artistic directors, Carter Brey,
Principal Cellist of the New York
Philharmonic, and Ani Kavafian, Vio-
linist with the Chamber Music Soci-
ety of Lincoln Center. Mr. Brey and
Ms. Kavafian will join their col-
leagues, Violist Cynthia Phelps, Harp-
ist Nancy Allen and Flutist Robert
Langevin, in a rich program that is
sure to please young and seasoned
listeners. The concerts will be held at
2:30 p.m. at the Morrow Memorial
Methodist Church, 600 Ridgewood
Road in Maplewood, and at 7:30 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Mostly Music, a prestigious cham-
ber music series with a 35-year legacy,
offers world-class musicians five
times a year, without the inconve-
nience and expense of traveling to
New York City. The concerts are held

in friendly, intimate settings, and the
performers discuss the compositions
and composers as well as their expe-
riences rehearsing the music.

The February concert will include
the Beethoven Serenade in D Major,
Op. 25 for Flute, Violin, and Viola;
Debussy Trio for Flute, Viola, and
Harp; Ravel Sonatine en Trio for
Flute, Violoncello, and Harp; and
Jongen Concert á Cinq for Flute, Vio-
lin, Viola, Violoncello, and Harp.

Mostly Music tickets are reason-
ably priced at $25 for adults and $22
for seniors. Students age 21 and
younger are invited to attend for
free. For directions and more infor-
mation about Mostly Music, the per-
formers and program, please visit
mostlymusic.org or call (973) 762-
0108.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey


