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Cougars Win UCT Mat Title, Crown 4 Champs
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The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 581 Westfield Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ   07090 Union, NJ   07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com
Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same

BROKERS
WELCOME

For a Private tour call: 908.233.5900
Eileen Ward-Conway, Broker  ∙  Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
January 23rd, 24th, 25th, 12-3pm
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
   

FANWOOD CROSSING II
Elite Properties is proud to offer Victorian Charm right in the heart of Fanwood, NJ

Now Leasing! Rents start at $1,750 per month ... Pet friendly too!

246 South Avenue, Fanwood • Call 908-757-2005 • For Leasing Information
The design, amenities, proximity to downtown and easy commute to New York City will make this property one of the most desirable communities in New Jersey
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DEVIN GETS 1ST IN 100-BUTTERFLY, 100-BRESTSTROKE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Lose
To Immaculate Heart, 111-59

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite posting several individual
best times of the season, the Westfield
High School girls could not get it
done against Immaculate Heart Acad-
emy, losing 111-59 in a showdown of
top-20 rated girls swimming pro-
grams at Wallace Pool in Westfield on
January 16. Amanda Lauer, Cathrine
Fazio and Sarah Horne led IHA with
each girl posting a pair of individual
victories on the day.

Distance swimmer Lauer was a
double winner in the 200-free
(1:57.52) and the 500-free (5:07.12).
Fazio took first in the 200 IM (2:09.92)
and the 100-backstroke (59.29).
Horne earned the top spots in the 50-
free (24.98) and the 100-free (54.80)

Meanwhile Gwyn Devin led the
way for Westfield, claiming first-place
finishes in the 100-fly (58.98) and
100-breast (1:09.31).

“We kind of made it a point coming
in today to go our hardest regardless
of the overall outcome,” said Devin.
“Despite the loss, I think we are round-
ing into shape in time for the coun-
ties. This was a real good test to show
us what kind of performances we are
going to face and what it will take to
win.”

Devin’s times in both the 100-fly
and the 100-breast were season best
marks for her.

“About midway through the 100-
fly, I could definitely feel that I was
putting in a very good time,” said
Devin. “From there I just tried to turn

it up a notch and get the touch to earn
us some points.”

Westfield also picked up a win in
the 200-medley relay. The team of
Caroline Basil, Amy West, Devin and
Emma Conlon posted a winning time
of (1:51.25) to open the day. But IHA
would follow that by sweeping first,
second and third in the 200-free paced
by Lauer (1:57.52), Kelly Czochanski
(1:58.20) and Katie Ludwicki
(2:00.76). Fourth place was the best
Westfield could manage in that event
with Courtney Day turning in a time
of 2:02.44.

IHA would occupy the top-2 spots
in the next couple of events as well.
Fazio (2:09.92) was followed by Kim
Caccamo (2:12.02) in the 200 IM.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON HIS WAY TO VICTORY...Cougar Gavin Murray controls Plainfield’s NeoJoe Lughas in the 152-lb title bout during
the Union County Tournament on January 17. Murray pinned Lughas in 1:51 and was named Outstanding Wrestler.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONWARD TO VICTORY...Blue Devil Emma Conlon swims the last leg of the 200-medley relay and touches first in
1:51.25 in the meet against Immaculate Heart Academy at Wallace Pool in Westfield on January 16. The foursome
consisted of Caroline Basil, Amy West, Gwyn Devin and Conlon.

he didn’t go, I wanted to make him
feel it. I didn’t want him to get out,”
Lapham said.

Lapham would face Cougar Brian
McGovern for the title.

“I am looking forward to wrestling
my match. I am slowly learning to
figure out that it is more about me and
not the opponent, as long as I think I
can do it and go out there and finish
my moves on him, I shouldn’t be
worried with what he has to do with
me,” Lapham said.

The first championship bout just
happened to be at 145-lbs and Lapham
recorded a pair of takedowns and an
escape to defeat McGovern, 5-2.
McGovern reached the finals with an
8-3 win over Chris Reynolds (NP) and
a 5-3 decision over Josh Gergich (RP).

Cougar Andrew Tompkins met Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski in the 160-lb

semifinals and earned a 3-1 decision,
before finishing second with a 4-0 loss
to Dan Kourakos (NP). Gozdieski went
on to claim third with a 10-2, major
decision over Joe Devito (RP).

Evan Goodridge (R) won the 170-
lb title with a 6:27, overtime fall over
Eoghan Savona (B). Blue Devil Devin
Anderson placed fifth.

Cougar Niko Cappello reached the
182-lb title bout, recording a fall in
1:30 then defeating Klaudio
Bardhoku (NP), 7-1. Cappello had
his work cut out for him in his title
bout with Rohan Phillip (P) and man-
aged to avert disaster when he warded
off an attack with just seconds re-
maining.

“He would come out in short, quick
bursts. I tried to avoid the quickness
and the elusiveness of him and re-
duce the open shots. I was trying to

keep him in grip for the last period
and it kind of got away. He had that
quick shot. I just trusted my leg de-
fense to hold him off there,” Cappello
explained.

Raider Alex Mirabella had to handle
a bull with Khalil Burns (L) in his
195-lb semi bout. Mirabella recorded
a first-period takedown, escaped a
dangerous bear hug then added an
escape and another takedown to give
him enough points to pull out a 5-4
victory.

“Definitely getting that takedown
in the first period, gives me more
room to work. I wouldn’t have to
worry about keeping him down as
much, so I could actually try to get a
pinning combination. I knew trying
to keep him down would definitely be
to my advantage and that I could
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