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Westfield Blue Devil Swim Boys Edge Bergen Catholic, 87-83
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Cougars Win UCT Mat Title, Crown 4 Champions; Raiders Place Fifth, Crown 2 Champions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Award for his contribution to Union
County wrestling.

The Cougars totaled 192.5 team
points, ahead of the Governor
Livingston (GL) Highlanders, who had
an outstanding showing with 159
points. Roselle Park (RP) took third at
129, followed by New Providence (NP)
at 121.5 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP) at 105. Rahway (R) took sixth at
101, followed by Elizabeth (E) at 88,
Brearley (B) at 84, Linden (L) at 78,
Union (U) at 75.5, Summit (S) at 71,
AL Johnson (J) at 56, and Westfield
(W) and Plainfield (P) tied at 52.

Cougar Chris Scorese was awarded
the OW in the lower weight classes
when he defeated Blue Devil John
Fuller, 7-1, in the 126-lb title bout.
Scorese, who has only one loss in NJ,
recorded three takedowns and con-

trolled Fuller from the top position
throughout the second period.

“I got in when he was frustrated
and got quick takedowns. I got three
of them real easy,” said Scorese,
whose record rose to 20-2.

As to the Cougars claiming both
OW Awards and the team title, he said,
“It’s pretty amazing. I didn’t expect
that either. Since 1981 [?] was the last
time we won it. It’s been awhile.”

The OW Award in the upper classes
went to Gavin Murray, who recorded
a first-period fall and a 21-6, tech fall,
before pinning NeoJoe Lughas (P) in
1:51 with a half nelson/tight waist at
152-lbs.

“I hit a half and rolled through.
When he posts, you take his arm and
stick him,” Murray said. “It’s another
milestone. Now it’s back to the room

and working for a state title.”
Murray pulled off a nifty back door,

sit through takedown to get Lughas to
the mat.

“I went in for a sweep. That’s my
shot and then he squared up. So I had
to properly finish, just went out the
back. Last year, I pinned [Joe] Trovato
[Paramus — NJSIAA quarterfinals
in 5:08] like that. He bellied, which is

Westfield’s Morgan coming in third
(1:48.52).

In the opening event, Bergen
Catholic’s team of Tom Scrivanich,
Cannarozzi, Joe Om and John Om
took first in the 200-medley relay
(1:38.41), but as would be the case
throughout the meet, Westfield relied
on its depth to pick up points. Blue
Devils Kevin Clauss, Husch, Ryan
Bebel and Conlon (1:39.65) took sec-
ond in the event, while David Lindros,
Stefan Crigler, Colin Daniel and Aus-
tin Kreusser rallied for third place
(1:41.93)

“I’m extremely proud of this team,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Jeff
Knight. “We were not 100 percent
coming in. We had a few guys who
were not healthy. In today’s win, we
needed contributions from everyone
and that is what we got. Everyone
contributed today, including some
guys who don’t normally get the
chance. Ryan Bebel was phenom-
enal. Griff Morgan continues to ex-
cel. Eric Bebel, Aedan Collins and
Steve Warren, a freshman, all scored

important points for us today.”
Time and again Westfield would

pile up points wherever it could. In
the 50 free, where Bergen Catholic’s
John Om took the top spot (22:41) it
was Eric Bebel (22.89) and Ryan
Daniel (23:04) who came through for
second and third. In the 100 free it
was more of the same with Bergen
Catholic’s Kevin Cortright (49:41)
taking first but with Westfield’s Eric
Bebel (50:59) and Ryan Bebel (50:66)
picking up second and third, respec-
tively.

In the 100-backstroke, BC’s
Cortright (53:45) again prevailed, but
the Westfield duo of Clauss (54:07)
and David Lindros (54:94) earned
second and third place. Cannarozzi
(58:94) took first place for Bergen
Catholic in the 100-breast. Once again
Westfield claimed the second and third
spots with freshman Steve Warren
(1:00.03) and senior Jack Rose
(1:03.04) turning in strong perfor-
mances.

“We went into this meet knowing it
was going to be a tough fight,” said

senior Jack Rose. “I mean, we knew we
had to swim our absolute best as a team
to beat these guys out. We did just that
and we needed guys like Steve Warren
to come through. They did.”

The Blue Devils repeated their place
and show finishes in the 400-free
relay. Aedan Collins, Ryan Daniel,
Morgan and Clauss (3:22.01) took
second, while Ryan Bebel, Conlon,
Kreusser and David Lindros (3:24.95)
took third. BC’s Bradshaw,
Scrivanich, Cortright and John Om
(3:19.35) took top honors in the event.

“We are extremely happy with the
result,” said senior Kevin Clauss. “The
team was really battling illness this
week. We had to go in with a next man
up mentality. As we got some better
than expected results midway through
the meet we just began picking up
momentum. I really think the 200-
free relay was the key moment that
turned things in our favor.”

In the 200 IM, Scrivanich (1:56.27)
and Cannarozzi (2:13) combined for
a rare 1-2 finish for Bergen Catholic.
Clauss (2:01.06) was the top finisher
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the right thing to do, so I took my
two,” explained Murray, who picked
up his 126th career win, just three
behind the school record of 129 set
by Joe Giaccio (2011).

“Gavin had a great tournament, so
did Scorese. He was the OW of the
districts last year, now the OW of the
county,” Coach Gorman said.

Before his title bout, Raider Brian

Lapham recorded a fall then followed
with an 11-0, major decision over
Turner Haddad (GL) at 145-lbs.

“First period, I saw a double, so I
took it straight up the gut, head right
in the chest. The second takedown, I
noticed he was leaning heavy with
his left leg. I went right to my right
side and finished up with some back
spin,” Lapham explained.

Lapham also used his strength on
top to control Haddad.

“After I got the first takedown and
flattened him out, I knew I was able to
keep him down. I didn’t want to give
up any points that I didn’t have to. I
got a [arm] bar in a couple of times. A
couple of times I got him to go and
other times I didn’t. But the time that

for Westfield taking home third in the
event. BC’s Joe Om scored an im-
pressive win in the 100-butterfly.
Om’s winning time of 51:59 was well
ahead Husch, who placed second at
53:87.

In the 500-free BC’s McGeary
(4:49.96) narrowly edged out Collins
(4:50). The points earned for the vic-
tory gave Bergen Catholic a slim 58-
52 lead setting the stage for Westfield’s
dramatic 1-2 finish in the 200-free
relay.

After taking back the lead, 64-60,
the Blue Devils cemented the win
with second and third places finishes
in the final three events (100-back,
100-breast and 400-free relay) to earn
the narrowest of victories.

“In every one of these meets, we
look to build upon what we’ve done
before,” said Knight. “Swimming
against a team as good as Bergen
Catholic gives us the opportunity to
challenge our guys. It helps us build
depth throughout the line-up and that
can be an important factor when you
are trying to win titles.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING BACK FOR THE CRADLE...Raider Alex Mirabella, left, pulls hard
and pins Panther Will Ferdinando in the finals for the 195-lb title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING THIRD AT 160-LBS...Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski, top, placed third
in the Union County Tournament at 160-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
126-LB CHAMP AND O.W....Cougar Chris Scorese, left, won the 126-lb crown
and was named Outstanding Wrestler of the lower weight classes (106-145).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD BOUT AT 138-LBS...Raider JT Beirne, left, and Pioneer Tyler Gazaway
went into overtime in their 138-lb title bout. Gazaway won.


