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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Naval Academy’s Greenspan
Caught In the MLS Draft

Alex Schmidt (’96), himself a
standout on the boys soccer teams of
the early ’90s and currently the coach
of the girls soccer team, brought up
an interesting point last week:

“When was the last time three
former WHS athletes were listed in a
professional draft in the same year?”
he wrote in an e-mail.

He was referring to soccer, and the
fact that Joe Greenspan (Navy), Katie
Ponce (Towson) and Hannah Kronick
(Johns Hopkins) were all potential
draft picks in their respective profes-
sional leagues – Major League Soc-
cer and the National Women’s Soccer
League – last Thursday in Philadel-
phia. If something like that ever hap-
pened before, I couldn’t recall it.

Even more amazingly, they were
all members of WHS’s Class of 2011
and are all attending college within
30 miles of each other.

Greenspan was picked on the sec-
ond round, the No. 26 overall selec-
tion, of the MLS SuperDraft by the
Colorado Rapids.

Kronick and Ponce were not get
drafted by the NWSL.

The 6-foot-6 Greenspan, a two-
time All-American and two-time con-
ference defensive player of the year
at the Naval Academy, might have
gone in the first round, but after gradu-
ating this spring he still has a five-
year military active duty commitment
to fulfill.

“It’s a unique situation, but there
are ways things can happen,”
Greenspan told the Washington Post.
“We just need someone who wants to
invest and put a little faith into me.”

Greenspan holds the Navy career
record for games played (78). He led
the Midshipmen in scoring as a sopho-
more forward (6 goals, 4 assists). He
was switched to center back as a
junior and has excelled. He had 7
goals as a junior, and this past season

Joe Greenspan, during his WHS play-
ing days (fall 2010).

led a defense that allowed only 3
goals in the final 11 games.

In high school he led the Devils in
goals as a junior (10) and (13), and
was a key contributor on coach George
Kapner’s 2010 Union County Tour-
nament champions. A superior ath-
lete, he went out for basketball as a
senior and led the team in rebounds
(262) and was second in scoring (197,
second to Ryan Hess’ 331). Kapner
actually tried, unsuccessfully, to talk
him into coming back out for tennis
as a senior (he’d played jayvee as a
freshman and sophomore). “Imagine
that wingspan coupled with his quick-
ness at second doubles,” he said.

Kronick and Ponce were four-year
veterans under coaches Katie
Wertheimer and Schmidt. They
played on one Union County cham-
pion (2006) and one sectional cham-
pion (2010), losing 1-0 in overtime to
Lenape in the state final as seniors.
WHS finished ranked No. 11 in the
country that fall.

TIME OF THE SEASON
The second-ranked boys swim team

has victories over No. 14 Bridgewater-
Raritan, No. 9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and last Friday’s wild and wooly, 87-
83 win over No. 5 Bergen Catholic.
(They swam top-ranked Christian
Brothers Academy yesterday.)

Next up: the Union County Cham-
pionships are this Sunday at Rutgers
University. And while SPF figures to
make it a close two-horse race, the
WHS boys have dominated this meet
to the tune of 57 titles in the 61 years
since the meet was restarted in 1954.
(And 59 of the 63 meets overall.)

And then the season really starts
kicks into high gear. That’s when the
state Team Tournament begins.

The first heyday of WHS boys
swimming was from 1958-70, when
there were state championships ev-
ery year but 1960. And this team is
the second heyday, starting in 1992
and still going strong today. After
ending a 15-year state title drought in
1992, and adding a couple more in
1995 and ’96, the 21st century has
been wildly successful. The boys have
captured nine state Public A titles –
2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2008, 2009,
2012, 2013 and 2014. There were
also runnerup finishes in 2001 and
2007, and losses in the sectional fi-

nals in 2005, 2006, 2010 and 2011.
That makes 25 boys swimming state

championships on the banner in the
gym. State titles are won by the deeper
team, not the one with the most stars.
Depth has been the key in many of
WHS’s more recent state titles, in-
cluding the last three years. And judg-
ing by the results of Last Friday’s 87-
83 win over fifth-ranked Bergen
Catholic, it looks like this year could
be similar. With team captain John
Lindros home bedridden, the second-
ranked Devils triumphed despite win-
ning just two events. Now THAT is
depth.

In an individual sport, where first
place, the proverbial gold medal, is
so cherished by some, it can be tough
making kids and parents realize how
important second, third, fourth and
even fifth places are. Every touch-out
is a two-point swing, an extra point
for your team and one less point for
the opponent. Coach Jeff Knight ap-
pears to have gotten that point across.

Seniors Kevin Clauss, Gavin
Conlon, Stephen Husch, Lindros, Jack
Rose, juniors Ryan Daniel, Lucas Fan
and Austin Kreusser, sophomores
Aedan Collins, Dave Lindros, Stefan
Crigler, Griff Morgan and Nick
Youssef, and freshmen Colin Daniel,
Steve Warren and the Bebel twins,
Eric and Ryan, give WHS a very deep
team. It will be important as the Dev-
ils try for a fourth straight state title
next month. Opponents can game-
plan for the superstars, but it’s the
depth guys who often are the differ-
ence-makers.

THEY SAID IT
Jack Simcox, a three-year starting

linebacker, had a mind-boggling 143
tackles this fall, including 95 solos,
and over 300 for his career. He scored
six touchdowns while running for
over 400 yards giving Jack Curry an
occasional breather. He made sec-
ond-team Group 5 All-State, and was
the Courier-News’ Defensive Player
of the Year. But there’s one thing the
Princeton University-bound senior
says would have topped all those in-
dividual honors.

“I’d have given anything to win a
state championship,” he said. “Win-
ning on Thanksgiving is always huge.
But just thinking about how much a
championship would have meant to
this town, and how proud it would
make every past WHS football player,
would’ve been something really spe-
cial.”

DID YOU KNOW …
… that Bob Duncan, the athletic

director at WHS for 35 years (1929-
64), also served two years as the
president of the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association?
He was also the WHS football coach
for 12 years (1929-40). In May 1963,
Charles Matino proposed that Rec-
reation Field be renamed Bob
Duncan Field. The Board of Educa-
tion voted no.

… that Joe Freeman, the WHS
football coach for 14 years (1941-
54), coached 41 players who earned
all-state honors from various news-
papers, all but one of them between
1941 and 1949?

… that Gary Kehler, the WHS
football coach for 22 years (1961-
82, coached 43 players who earned
all-state honors? Recreation Field
was renamed Gary Kehler Stadium
in 1993.

KNAPP BANGS IN 25 POINTS, SCOTT SINKS 12 POINTS

Lady Blue Devils Storm Past
Union Farmer Cagers, 60-36

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was a soggy Sunday morning for
everyone in Central Jersey this past
weekend. But for the Union High
School girls basketball team going
indoors offered no escape from the
storm. Either way, the Farmers got
soaked. The Westfield Blue Devils
rained shots all over the Farmers on
their way to a 60-36 victory in the
Michael Murray Memorial Scholar-
ship Games held on January 18 at
Harwood Arena on the campus of
Kean University in Union.

The Blue Devil girls came out fast
surging to a 15-3 lead after one period
of play. They broke the game open as
they built a 24-7 lead midway through
the second quarter. It only got worse for
Union from there. Blue Devil senior
guard Jacqueline Knapp (4 rebounds, 2
steals) finished with 25 points, includ-
ing 15 in the first half, as the Blue
Devils were never truly challenged.
The win improved Westfield’s season
mark to 7-4 and gained them a certain
measure of revenge against Union.

“We lost to Union last year in the

county semis,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon. “We lost mainly
because they out rebounded us in that
game. We tried to focus on checking
their big inside player Adora Moneme.
We didn’t want her to become a factor
on second shots.”

Momene managed 15 points for the
Lady Farmers but was a non-factor
early when the game was decided.
Blue Devil forwards Olivia Luzzi (5
points, 5 assists, 5 rebounds, 2 steals),
Amalia Montes (6 points, 9 rebounds)
and Lillian Scott (12 points, 4 assists,
3 rebounds, steal) spearheaded a coor-
dinated team effort to minimize the
impact that the Union’s star forward
would have on the game. Danielle
Rinaldi had five points and a pair of
assists, Grace Elliott had two points,
and Jamie Miller sank a free throw.

“A lot of us play soccer against her,
so we know just how talented and
strong she is,” said Blue Devil senior
Lillian Scott. “We knew she was a
threat on the boards, so we tried to
double up on her most of the time to
make her work hard for rebounds. I
think we did a really good job of that.”

On offense, Westfield was sharp as
a tack consistently finding open cut-
ters for lay-ups and smartly passing
the ball around the perimeter for open
jump shots. The Blue Devils built on
a 31-15 halftime lead by outscoring
Union 9-2 in the first four minutes of
the third quarter and extending to a
40-17 advantage. An 8-0 run midway
through the fourth quarter, which fea-
tured back-to-back-to-back lay-ups
by Scott, Montes and Knapp, in-
creased the lead to 53-27 before
McKeon began to send in the bench
with 3:30 remaining.

In addition to pulling down 25 re-
bounds for the game, Westfield
drained five 3-point shots during the
contest compared to just one for
Union. Knapp had three of the long-
range bombs.

“I think we got a really strong per-
formance out of Jacks [Jacqueline
Knapp] today,” said McKeon. “She is
one of our leaders on offense. She is
a 1,000 point scorer from last year
and we lean on her for offense.”

Westfield looked like it had shaken
off any potential impact that close
losses suffered last week at the hands
of undefeated Roselle Catholic and
New Providence might have brought
with them. Union, which came into
the contest on a three game roll, hav-
ing routed Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford and Linden over the previ-
ous week, fell to 5-5.

Now the Blue Devils ready them-
selves for a Thursday home test
against a struggling Scotch Plains-
Fanwood squad. With the county tour-
nament not far off Coach McKeon is
happy with her team’s progress.

“I think today’s game was a step in
the right direction for us,” said
McKeon. “We’ve still got work to do,
but I was pleased with the way the
girls came out today and faced the
challenge.”
Union   3 12   8 13 36
Westfield 15 16 11 18 60
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUGE OFFENSIVE DAY...Blue Devil senior Jackie Knapp sank 25 points in the game against the Union Farmers at the
Michael Murray Memorial Scholarship Games at Kean University in Union on January 18.
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING ADVICE...Blue Devil Olivia Luzzi gets advice from Head Coach Liz
McKeon during the game with the Union Farmers at Kean University.

Blue Devil Cagers Stop
Union Farmers, 52-41
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team began with a strong
first-quarter burst and rumbled on to
a 52-41 victory over the Union Farm-
ers  at the Michael Murray Memorial
Scholarship Games held on January
18 at Kean University in Union.

 Owen Murray led the Blue Devils
with 12 points, which included six
free throws. Sean Elliott and Nick
Mele each sank 10 points and Danny
Mitchell sank nine points Parker Hess
scored five points, while Chris
Boutsikaris and Matt LaCorte each
netted three points.
Westfield 16   7 15 14 52
Union   4 12 15 10 41

WF Swim Boys, Girls
Sink GL Swimmers
The Westfield High School boys

and girls swim teams overwhelmed
the Governor Livingston Highland-
ers, 130-40, and 122-49, respec-
tively in Berkeley Heights on Janu-
ary 15. The Blue Devil boys worked
with a number of their backup
swimmers and still won every event,
while the Blue Devil girls won ev-
ery event except the 200-freestyle
relay.
BOYS EVENTS:
200 medley relay: Eric Bebel, Austin
Kreusser, Jesse Liu, Steve Warren,
1:44.44
200 free: Ryan Bebel, 1:51.9
200 IM: Lucas Fan, 2:09.21
50 free: Aedan Collins, 23.74
100 fly: Liu, 58.64
100 free: Dave Lindros, 52.22
500 free: Ryan Daniel, 5:18.8
200 free relay: R. Bebel, N Bond, B
Meltzer, Griff Morgan, 1:36.83
100 back: Dave Lindros, 58.12
100 breast: Zack Kronheimer, 1:06.17
400 free relay: Collins, G Conlon,
Fan, Morgan, 3:38.18

GIRLS EVENTS:
200 medley relay: Caroline Basil,
Emma Conlon, Gwyn Devin, Amy
West, 1:55.76
200 free: Emily McGann, 2:05.55
200 IM: Basil, 2:18.28
50 free: Conlon, 26.31
100 fly: Caitlin Collins, 1:07.17
100 free: Emily Oster, 57.93
500 free: West, 5:39.93
200 free relay: Gov. Livingston,
1:50.5
100 back: Basil, 1:03.5
100 breast: Devin, 1:15.18
400 free relay: Grace Cash, Collins,
Courtney Day, McGann, 3:59.92


