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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419

On Martin Luther King
Day of Service

Today [Monday] we honor Dr.
King’s life and legacy. Dr. King was
a true public servant. He taught us
that by working together we can have
a huge impact on our nation and our
communities. We should all pause
today and renew our commitment to
helping each other.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Thank You Bruce Johnson for
Article on Bert and Willie Crampton

Garwood Organizes Dr. Martin Luther
King In Service Day

Teaching Tolerance for Harassment,
Bullying and Intimidation

Congressman Lance, Senators,
Please Keep We The People In Mind

Hello Mr. (Bruce) Johnson, I just
read a most heart-warming article by
you in the Leader, about Bert (and
Willie) Crampton. Bert was my uncle,
and ‘Willie’ is my father. In talking,
just briefly, about your memories in
that article you gave me a glimpse
into a time and a world I know pre-
cious little about; thank you so much.
Thank you for your kind words about
Bert and for your reflections on that
time.

I have visited 618 Highland once,
when I went to visit (my grandmother)
Marion’s grave (she is buried there in
Westfield, next to her husband), in-
deed it seemed a mansion to me! You
may know and recall that Bert and
Dad’s father (sorry, I can’t call him
‘Willie’) passed away at a young age...
for him and for them. Marion didn’t
get on well financially without Ward,
not knowing how to manage money,
but being raised not to speak of it, she
simply did nothing, managed noth-
ing, paid nothing in taxes, for years.
It was a sad and steep decline, I
understand, once things came to a
head.

She moved to Cooperstown since
Bert and Bill were there, and she

enjoyed growing old with family
around her until her passing in 1997
(I believe it was.... I’m going from
memory and I was a teenager, so I
apologize for any factual missteps).
She spoke often of times long ago,
but being a youngster and then a
teenager, I had no idea what a trea-
sure trove of information I was too
busy to delve into at that time. What
a shame. My father isn’t much for
reflection, though he’s a wonderful
man and we get on very well.

I wondered, if you ever had time, if
you wouldn’t zip off another memory
or two to me, if you’re feeling gener-
ous. I would so appreciate knowing
more about my father’s life as a young
man....things he did, people he knew
and liked (or disliked!), opinions he
had as a ‘lad’.) It’s extremely selfish
of me to ask, but since this is the
digital age and I don’t have to do it in
person, I’m going ahead and asking.)
I certainly understand if I don’t hear
from you. Regardless, I am grateful
for your article, thank you so very
much. Your words made an impact on
me and my family.

Lindsay Crampton (Age 36)
Rochester, N.Y.

The issues of harassment, intimi-
dation and bullying are being increas-
ingly recognized as serious problems
in our society. Schools and parents
are attempting to address these prob-
lems with our children, but unfortu-
nate incidents still occur. The prob-
lems have been aggravated by the
advent of “cyber-bullying.” Of per-
haps greater importance is that prob-
lems are often handled “after-the-
fact,” sometimes inflicting further
damage on the abused child; and even
potentially harming the “abuser(s).”

I am aware of several schools in
Westfield which are doing a good
job at both creating an environment
to prevent incidents, as well as ad-
dressing them when they occur.
While parents have the primary re-
sponsibility of instilling values of
tolerance, respect and good behav-
ior in their children, supplementa-
tion by our schools is clearly neces-
sary.

My purpose in writing is to inform
teachers, parents and other involved
people of a wonderful teaching re-
source, which many of you may al-
ready be aware of. It is called “Teach-
ing Tolerance,” an organization with
over two decades of experience in
helping teachers, counselors and in-
volved individuals. It works prima-
rily to assist teachers and other pro-
fessionals in using specific techniques
to instill in children respect for oth-
ers, especially in people who differ in

areas including skin color, race,
ethnicity, language skills, disabilities
and sexual orientation. Teaching Tol-
erance is a branch of the Southern
Poverty Law Center (SPLC), a re-
nowned civil rights organization that
has achieved major successes in hu-
man rights cases, many at the Su-
preme Court level.

Teaching Tolerance is now helping
well over a million teachers, counse-
lors and related adults through provi-
sion of advice and resource materi-
als, free-of-charge. These resources
include an excellent magazine, class-
room media packages and a variety
of teaching guides. All advice and
resources are aimed at supplement-
ing local programs, and not as re-
placements for mandated programs
such as core curricula.

More extensive information about
Teaching Tolerance and the SPLC
may be found at www.tolerance.com
or www.splcenter.com. The SPLC
may also be reached by calling (334)
356-7200.

On a personal note, I have been an
SPLC supporter for many years. I
have been able to assemble a fairly
extensive set of sample resource ma-
terials. Anyone with questions or in-
terest in reviewing the package are
cordially invited to contact me. I am
in the phone book.

Dennis Poller
Westfield

In honor of the January 19 Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King In Service Day,
the Borough of Garwood Celebra-
tion of Public Events and Holidays
Committee, the Garwood Presbyte-
rian Church, St. Anne’s Roman
Catholic Church, St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ, Grace Christian
Fellowship Church, and New Com-
munities Worship have joined to-
gether to collect soup and crackers
for distribution to Garwood seniors
and those in need.

Collections started last week at all
churches and will continue through
this Sunday, January 25 finishing on
Sunday, February 1. Garwood
Knights of Columbus volunteers are
picking up donations to bring to the
Garwood Fire Department for sort-
ing and packaging.

Parishioners are asked to bring cans
of soup, boxes of crackers or a mon-
etary donation to their “Souper Sun-
day” services or masses to provide a
bit of “God’s warmth” to those less
fortunate. Donations can also be
dropped off at Garwood Borough
Hall where hallway boxes are pro-
vided.

Monetary donations can also be

made and will be used to purchase
additional soup/crackers at local
markets – ShopRite, Pathmark and
Kings – who are also participating in
the cause.

Together with the Garwood school
system “Souper Bowl Sunday’ soup
collection, we hope to have enough
soup and crackers to distribute to all
who may need some assistance dur-
ing the cold winter months.

On behalf of all participants, we
wish to thank everyone for their con-
tributions and participation in this
drive. This is the first year Garwood
has organized a service project for
Martin Luther King In Service Day,
and we hope to have even more par-
ticipation in a larger project next year.
Anyone who is interested in partici-
pating in being a part of the organiza-
tion for next year’s project is encour-
aged to contact the Garwood Cel-
ebrations Committee or their church
leaders.

Those interested in helping this
year, or anyone who has any ques-
tions can contact Bill Nierstedt at
(908) 654-8586. Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Though the new U.S. Congress
includes more than 70 new faces,
none of them come from the State of
New Jersey. Representative Lance and
Senator Menendez have been at the
helm for some time. Senator Booker
is doing well at taking on the office to
which he was appointed when his
predecessor died recently. I would
like to welcome all three back to
Capitol Hill.

With almost two years until the
next congressional elections they, and
the rest of Congress, have opportuni-
ties to come together and govern. The
beginning of a new, two-year session
of Congress is an important time for
our political leaders to work together
to solve our nation’s problems. No
matter who we supported in the last
election, we all have an opportunity
to work together in the next two years
to generate solutions to the many
problems facing our country.

As the 114th Congress gets under-
way, I hope my senators and repre-

sentative will work across party lines
to solve the problems we face. The
positions I support are delineated by
the Friends Committee on National
Legislation — fcnl.org.

I ask Senator Menendez, Senator
Booker, and Representative Lance to
keep we-the-people constantly in
mind as they work in the halls of
government.

Eva Simonsen
Cranford

What’s the Dark Side of
Low Gasoline Prices?

We all delight today when filling up our automo-
biles with the gasoline price currently at $2 per
gallon, contrary to $4 per gallon just a short time
ago. Oil is currently about $50 per barrel on the open
market. A barrel of oil is about 160 liters (approxi-
mately 42 gallons). This is a good thing for the
family budget.

So if the price of oil continues to drop, then will
gasoline prices continue to drop? What’s the dark
side of low gas prices?

The price issue (not counting taxes) is one of
supply and demand. The OPEC, Saudi Arabia et al,
countries largely modulate the supply thus setting
the price. Are they just being good guys to help the
world or are they shrewd businessmen?

We’d bet on them being the shrewdest of business-
men.

Consider that in the 1970s, there were major
gasoline supply shortages caused by OPEC. In re-
sponse, U.S. companies started to invest billions of
dollars in early 1980s to build facilities to convert
Colorado oil shale and Canadian tar sands to oil.
Once OPEC saw they were serious and that these
projects threatened to free the U.S. from their
stranglehold, OPEC rapidly increased their output

to drop the price of a barrel of oil. That had the
calculated effect by OPEC to stop the U.S. invest-
ment in Colorado and Canada. It’s been 40 years
now and those projects remain dormant. The Key-
stone pipeline project, however, is a new threat to
Saudi Arabia’s oil cartel. OPEC has been dealt
another blow with the success of fracking.

If the U.S. is to become energy independent, we
must pursue these alternate sources of energy even
though low Middle East oil prices stress the profit-
ability of the projects. We must out wait OPEC. It
will help the U.S. balance of payments, provide jobs
and aid the family pocketbook.

True, some of the “1% ers” may not like it because
a portion of the world’s wealth might start flowing
back to the middle class. It might also keep some of
the money out of terrorists hands.

The other problem with low gasoline prices is that
politicians view this as a perfect opportunity to
increase the gasoline tax. This is one tax that New
Jersey doesn’t lead the nation. Proponents say the
additional tax would be put in a dedicated trust for
transportation infrastructure upgrades. Our ques-
tion is “how many dedicated trusts have somehow
disappeared?”

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spheniscan – A penguin
2. Burinist – An engraver
3. Chamal – The angora goat
4. Sphragistics – The science of en-

graved seals

SASIN
1. A slender dagger used in the Middle

Ages
2. The Indian antelope or black buck
3. Menacing; frightful
4. A type of Syrian scarf

VATIC
1. Characteristic of a prophet or seer
2. Vigorous; very active
3. Wreathed; coiled; curly
4. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
SCATURIENT

1. Having a terrible sound; sounding
dreadfully

2. A tearing in pieces
3. Roily; muddy; filthy
4. Gushing forth

VERSUTE
1. Crafty
2. Eloquence; readiness of speech
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Hook-beaked

NJ Property Tax Mathematics
Are Wrong With Redevelopment

Former Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti shared with
us his wisdom before his passing a few years ago. One
point he made is that redevelopment in the borough
results in a property tax increase to the residents regard-
less of the increase in ratables to the borough. He ex-
plained that with an increase in ratables, Union County
increases the property tax and the state reduces school aid
and reduces municipal aid - the overall impact to residents
is a 15 percent property tax increase based on the value of
the re-development.

Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada expressed it
another way when we spoke about the very high county
taxes on Westfield and Summit. He said, “Yes, with
success comes a price.”

Per New Jersey tax code mathematics, as a town im-
proves its tax base such as through re-development, then
its value rises with respect to other towns thus its share of
county taxes also rises correspondingly – and its share of
state provided school and municipal aid drops. The net
effect is that though the municipal portion of the property
tax may drop, the total property tax bill to residents rises.
The total property tax includes schools (about 60 per-
cent), municipal (about 18 percent) and county (about 22
percent). These ratios vary according to the town under
review.

An extreme case is where the state declared Hoboken to

be poor thus made it an Abbott district and provides it with
massive school aid. Then, on the other hand, to spur re-
development on the waterfront, school taxes are dis-
missed and less costly payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT)
are given to the municipality by the developer. Who pays
for this? – You do. Who gets your money? – The developer
and his cronies.

 The illogic of this modus operandi and the failed
mathematics is what has driven New Jersey property tax
to the highest in the nation. It also punishes success and
creates allusions.

 To illustrate the fallacy of the state property tax math-
ematics, consider Garwood with the bankrupt factory
properties along South Avenue. Logically, Garwood’s
thinking is to redevelop the whole area to increase ratables
for the borough thus reducing property taxes for the
residents. But the mathematics don’t work that way.

Examine the mathematics yourself and you may find
that the best solution for Garwood is to seize the bank-
rupt properties because of non-payment of taxes, con-
vert the properties to parkland to take them off the tax
roles. This reduces the county tax, and increases school
and municipal aid. The total property tax to residents
goes down.

Sounds crazy? Maybe, but not as crazy as the New
Jersey property tax mathematics.

Appeasement Does Not
Work With Tyrants!
Former British Prime Minster Win-

ston Churchill, addressing the Bel-
gian Parliament in Brussels on No-
vember 16, 1945, reported that he
had been asked by President
Roosevelt what the Second World
War should be called. Churchill an-
swered, “The Unnecessary War.” That
there would have been no Second
World War in Europe if the British,
the French, and the League of Na-
tions had stood up to Hitler when he
began rearming Germany and when
he invaded the Rhineland in violation
of the Versailles Treaty. Churchill
painfully concluded, “In vain did I
attempt to teach (the lesson of ap-
peasement) before the war.”

But it is a lesson still not learned!
President Obama intends to normal-
ize diplomatic and economic rela-
tions with the despotic Castro broth-
ers who for over half a century have
tyrannized Cuba! He thinks normal-
ization of relations with tyrants leads
them to end their despotism. But free-
dom, liberty, and democracy are no
further along the path because the
United States has diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations with Beijing, Hanoi,
and Moscow!

Tyrants get money to sustain their
despotism from trade, commerce, and
tourism! Do the tourists who enjoy
the cultural and historical attractions
of Communist China, Communist
Vietnam, and Communist Russia care
that their money goes to support the
despotisms there? Do the business
executives who do business there
care?

Apparently the words that Thomas
Jefferson spoke, “Eternal vigilance
is the price of liberty,” do not matter!
But liberty is diminished when tour-
ists smile for the camera in front of
the Great Wall of China, the Hanoi
Opera House, and the Kremlin and
when the business executives sign
yet another contract! But which of
them has ever visited even one of the
prisons where political opponents are
housed, tortured, and killed?

A dangerous world is made more
dangerous when despots are accorded
the same diplomatic and economic
status given democratically elected
leaders!

President Kennedy famously de-
clared at the Berlin Wall on June 26,
1963, “All free men, wherever they
may live, are citizens of Berlin. And,
therefore, as a free man, I take pride
in the words ‘Ich bin ein Berliner!’”

For when we defend the freedom
of oppressed peoples elsewhere we
enhance freedom everywhere! But
when we normalize diplomatic and
economic relations with repressive
governments we diminish freedom
everywhere.

Stephen Schoeman
Westield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com


