
We treat your urgent needs  
 like an emergency.

When you’re injured, feeling ill or suffering from a flu bug, head for care at Summit Medical Group’s new urgent care center in Westfield. 
This new center offers:

• An experienced team of board-certified emergency medicine physicians and nurses
• Shorter wait times and lower fees than a hospital emergency room visit
• Onsite diagnostic capabilities, including imaging and lab testing
• A team of specialists readily available for consultation
• Coordinated follow-up care with Summit Medical Group, if necessary
• 1 electronic file connecting your urgent care to your primary care if you are an established SMG patient
• Additional onsite services that include: orthopedics, physical/occupational/speech therapy, ENT/allergy, and more

When you’re not feeling right, remember there’s care just around the corner that’s fast, qualified and committed to  
helping you feel better. For hours and directions, go to urgentcare.summitmedicalgroup.com or call 908-673-7256.

OPEN NOW!
574 Springfield Avenue, Westfield  •  908-673-7256

Summit Medical Group  
now has a new urgent 

care center in Westfield.

OPEN NOW

IN WESTFIELD

Fast track available for 
less urgent needs.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Bramnick Officially Kicks Off
Campaign for Republican Majority

Lesniak and Elizabeth Mayor Bollwage
Endorse Jamel Holley for Assembly

HACKENSACK — With over 150
local supporters in attendance, As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield)officially launched the As-
sembly Republicans’ campaign for a
majority in next legislature.

The day began with a kick-off rally
in Bergen County with Bergen GOP
Chairman Robert Yudin and Repub-
lican Assembly members David
Rible, Scott Rumana, Anthony Bucco,
Nancy Munoz, Caroline Casagrande,
Jack Ciattarelli, Holly Schepisi, Jay
Webber and Robert Auth.

“The people of New Jersey want
more jobs and less taxes. Assembly
Republicans are the team that can
deliver. Assembly Democrats have had
over a decade to provide tax relief, but
the opposite happened: taxes have
gone up,” Mr. Bramnick said.

The Republican members then took
the kick-off to Hudson County with
Hudson GOP Chairman Jose Arango.
The Assembly Republicans first visited

a number of Hispanic-American owned
small businesses in West New York.

“In West New York we saw great
community businesses that serve their
close-knit neighborhood well. But
we hear from them that things should
be easier in New Jersey,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Making it easier for
local small businesses to thrive is key
to a stronger New Jersey.”

The Republicans ended the day in
Jersey City with community leaders
and local Republicans. “We are tak-
ing the campaign to every corner of
the state. Our message resonates with
every voter in New Jersey. Republi-
cans are the party of cutting waste,
lowering taxes and creating jobs. That
is what the campaign for the Assem-
bly is about,” said Mr. Bramnick,
concluding the day’s events.

Mr. Bramnick said he looks for-
ward to traveling the state throughout
the year bringing the Assembly Re-
publicans message of more jobs and
less taxes to the people of New Jersey.

ELIZABETH – State Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth) and
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
have announced their support for
Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley’s cam-
paign for Assembly in the 20th Leg-
islative District.

Mr. Holley announced his decision
to seek the Assembly seat recently
vacated by Union County Sheriff Jo-
seph Cryan.

“I have known Jamel Holley for many
years and he is one of the brightest,
most dynamic young leaders in our
Democratic party,” Senator Lesniak
said. “Jamel displays a real passion for
helping people and supporting our
state’s working families and he has all
the skills and experience necessary to
be an outstanding legislator.”

Mr. Holley, 35, was elected Mayor
of Roselle in 2011 and during that
time has spearheaded the borough’s
renaissance with innovative and pro-
gressive policies that have made lo-
cal government more efficient, ac-
cessible and effective. If elected or
appointed to the seat, Mr. Holley
would be the youngest African-
American legislator currently serv-
ing in Trenton and would also be-
come the first African-American to
ever represent the 20th district, which
includes Elizabeth, Hillside, Roselle
and Union.

“When you look at Roselle you see
a borough on the rise with a great

future, and that is directly attributable
to Jamel Holley and the policies his
administration has put into place,”
Mayor Bollwage said. “Now Jamel is
bringing his energy and commitment
to progress to the State Legislature and
I am excited to work with him for the
benefit of Elizabeth and our entire area.”

Mr. Holley will be considered for
appointment to the seat’s unexpired
term by the elected members of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee from the 20th District, which is
comprised of Elizabeth, Union, Hill-
side and Roselle, at a Democratic
Party convention on January 21st. He
has already declared his candidacy
for the regular Primary Election in
June for the full term.

NJ Supreme Court Strikes Down
Mandatory Sentence Regarding Parole

STATE – The New Jersey Supreme
Court has issued a decision that ac-
cepted the ACLU-NJ’s call to strike
down a New Jersey statute that had
increased criminal sentences by in-
creasing periods of parole ineligi-
bility based on a finding by a judge
rather than a jury. In State vs. Grate
and Cromwell, the state Supreme
Court determined that the statute at
issue violated a previous United
States Supreme Court decision that
only a jury’s findings, rather than a
judge’s determination alone, can in-
crease a punishment given in a crimi-
nal case.

Here, a lower court judge had in-
creased the sentence of two defen-
dants based on information that the
jury never had an opportunity to con-
sider. The Supreme Court has now
sent the case back to the lower court
to determine a new sentence in light
of the new decision.

The state had previously acknowl-
edged that the statute at issue con-
flicted with the United States Su-
preme Court decision, but asked
that New Jersey’s highest court en-
gage in judicial surgery to save the
statute. The Court declined, as the
statute contemplated that the fact-
finding should be done by a judge.
As such, the Court could not deter-
mine whether the Legislature would
have wanted to transfer the fact-
finding to the jury or consider other
options.

“Because the Court struck down
the statute, [it] puts the question of
mandatory minimums back in the
hands of the Legislature. We are now
at a crossroads. Do we continue to

promulgate laws that strip discretion
from judges or, in this case, parole
boards, and mandate harsher and harsher
sentences, or do we inject rationality
back into our sentencing scheme?” said
ACLU-NJ staff attorney Alexander
Shalom, who authored the ACLU-NJ’s
amicus brief in the case.

Closing of IZod Center Praised
By Newark Officials

The closing of the IZod Center in
the Meadowlands has been met by
praise by Newark officials.

“This is a long time coming. It
never made sense to keep open an
outdated arena that is less than 10
miles away from the City of Newark
and the Prudential Center,” North
Ward councilman Anibal Ramos said
in a statement published NJ Advance
Media. “I commend the Governor’s
decision and I believe it will certainly
increase the number of events at the
Rock and serve as a greater catalyst
for economic development in our
downtown district.”

“The closing of the IZOD Center at
the end of this month will represent an
opportunity for Newark to shine in a
brighter light, as the many entertain-
ment programs scheduled for that facil-
ity will come to our world-class Pruden-
tial Center in our downtown,” Newark
Mayor Ras Baraka said in a statement.

Prieto: Closing Izod Center
Shows Lack of Creative Vision
Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto

(D-32nd, Secaucus), whose district
includes the Meadowlands, said the
closing of the Izod Center arena,
“shows a disappointing lack of cre-
ative vision by the Christie adminis-
tration and the authority.”

“This facility brings jobs and eco-
nomic activity to the Meadowlands
area, and closing it with little notice
or public discussion will hurt work-
ers and efforts to catch up with the
national recovery. New Jersey has
long lagged behind the nation when

it comes to economic growth and
unemployment. We shouldn’t be add-
ing to that problem with bad
decisions....Once this building is closed,
it will only be harder to reopen. If
Nassau County can keep the Nassau
Coliseum open with innovative ideas,
then the State of New Jersey should be
able to do the same, if not better...”

Bills to Protect Interns
Passed By State Assembly

Two bills sponsored by Assembly
Democrats to statutorily establish pro-
tections for persons participating in
internships in New Jersey advanced
in the Assembly on Thursday.

One bill (A-3529), also known as
the New Jersey Intern Protection Act,
provides legal protections and rem-
edies for persons engaged in intern-
ships with employers.

Under all three acts, including this
bill, an intern would be defined as an
individual who performs services for
an employer on a temporary basis
whose work as an intern would not
only have recognized and enforce-
able legal protections from various
forms of employer discrimination,
retaliatory acts, and intimidation rela-
tive to religious and political matters
in the workplace, the state would also
have the authority, under the “law
against discrimination” to bring ac-
tions against employers.

Another bill (A-2136) would pro-
hibit employment-based discrimina-
tory actions against persons engaged
in unpaid internships.

Both measures were released
by the Assembly Labor Commit-
tee.

Panel OKs  ‘Cadet
Nurse Corps Day’

TRENTON – A resolution, AJR-
84, memorializing the contributions
of the women in the U.S. Cadet Nurse
Corps, sponsored by Assembly Re-
publicans Nancy Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit), has been unanimously ap-
proved by the Assembly Women and
Children Committee. The resolution
designates July 1 of every year as
“U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps Day.”

“The Cadet Nurse Corps changed
the face of nursing in this county,”
Asw. Munoz said. “The program
paved the way for improvements in
educational standards and training,
and helped launch more than 124,000
young women into careers at a time
when there was a desperate need for
nursing.”

Asw. Munoz said her mother was
a cadet nurse who trained in one of
the final classes at the end of World
War II. Asw. Munoz followed her
footsteps into the healthcare profes-
sion.

American nursing schools, which
previously only accepted white stu-
dents, were integrated by the U.S.
Cadet Nurse Corps, which recruited
thousands of African-American
women nurses.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEET YOUR COUNCIL... The 2015 Garwood Borough Council pose for group
photo. Pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayor Charles Lombardo, and Councilwoman Ann Tarantino; back row,
Council members JimMathieu, William Nierstedt, Jim Martin and Lou Petruzzelli.

Pallone Opposes LNG
Project Off NJ Coast

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th), the ranking
member of the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, submitted a state-
ment expressing his opposition to the
proposed plan to build an offshore liq-
uefied natural gas port 24 miles off the
coast of Long Branch. In his statement,
Mr. Pallone highlighted the potential
dangers that the proposed Liberty Natu-
ral Gas (LNG) Port Ambrose terminal
poses to New Jersey’s ocean and coast-
line, which he said work as economic
engines for the state.

“With the Jersey Shore still recov-
ering from Superstorm Sandy, we
cannot risk another blow to our coast

from a liquefied natural gas spill,”
Mr. Pallone said. “This past summer,
New Jersey had a strong beach sea-
son, with local residents and tourists
alike showing their Jersey pride by
patronizing local businesses and en-
joying our replenished beaches. Just
imagine what a blow it would be to
that recovery if a spill were to occur.”

The public comment period on the
issue has been extended by 30 days
until Monday, March 16, in order to
give residents more time to voice their
concerns regarding the proposed ter-
minal. In 2011, Governor Chris Christie
vetoed a similar plan for a terminal to
be built off of the New Jersey coast.

Stender Bill to Rejoin
RGGI Clears Panel

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
on Thursday released legislation
sponsored by Assembly Democrats
including Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) that would require the
state to rejoin the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative to curb green-
house-gas emissions.

The bill, A-1763, would clarify the
intent of the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) implementing law,
which allowed the state to participate in
the program, and specifically requires
the state’s participation in the program.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 22, 2015 Page 3


