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LIFE SAVERS... Fanwood EMTs were honored recently for saving the life of a
borough resident in December. Pictured, from left to right, are: Liz Buckridee,
Joan Lozowski, Brian Downing and Councilman Tom Kranz. Fanwood Rescue
Squad Captain Patty Buckridee presented them with "save" pins.

Springfield Study Strategizes
For Improved Downtown

Cranford Police Upgrade
Alarm Monitoring Equip.

Rep. Coleman: Same-Sex
Couples Right to Marry

Sheriff Cryan Warns of
Telephone Scam Artist

Kean Announces AC Bill for
High-Class Entertainment

Lance: Fix Border, Stop
Unconstitutional Amnesty

SPRINGFIELD — Together North
Jersey has announced the release of
the Morris Avenue Vision Plan final
report. The project report provides a
set of strategies to promote a walkable
downtown for Springfield, which
generally includes a several block
area around Morris Avenue near the
Mountain Avenue intersection.

The Vision Plan was created in
conjunction with the township’s on-
going re-development planning pro-
cess and recommends creating a vi-
brant downtown area that is attractive
to residents, businesses, and com-
muters alike. Springfield’s downtown
has the essential components for cre-
ating a great place with unique char-
acter: mixed uses, community facili-
ties, an interconnected street and side-
walk network and access to transpor-
tation.

The improvement plan was devel-
oped by representatives from the
township, the business improvement
district, Union County, and NJ Tran-
sit. The planning process included
extensive input from area stakehold-
ers.

“Springfield is making great
progress towards improving our
downtown as a great place for resi-
dents, businesses, and visitors,”
Springfield Mayor David Barnett
said. “The township has been inter-
ested in rehabbing the downtown area
for years, and this new Vision Plan is
a welcome addition that will enhance

our existing projects and plans. We’re
very grateful to the Springfield BID
as well as all the local residents and
businesses that provided their input.”

The final report focuses on several
important themes. In order to calm
traffic and improve circulation, the
plan recommends a Complete Streets
approach that will make the road
network safe and convenient for all
modes of transportation. These im-
provements include curb extensions
to widen sidewalks and calm traffic,
upgraded crosswalks and signaliza-
tion, improved signage, dedicated
turn lanes and markings to clearly
direct traffic, and improved access to
the downtown area for pedestrians
and bicyclists.

The report also focuses on relocat-
ing and improving bus stops. The
downtown area is a key NJ Transit
bus transfer location and re-locating
stops will create a safer bus hub that
could be enhanced with additional
amenities, such as bicycle racks, bus
schedule information and upgraded
shelters.

The plan also makes recommenda-
tions for parking, stormwater man-
agement, and downtown re-develop-
ment standards.

The plan also compliments  New
Jersey Department of Transportation
plans to upgrade the traffic signals at
Morris Avenue and Mountain Avenue.

The final report can be accessed at
www.togethernorthjersey.com.

CRANFORD — As part of a major
renovation to the Cranford Police
Department Communications Cen-
ter, the hardware and software used
by police to directly monitor burglar
and fire alarms has been upgraded to
ensure accurate emergency response
and continuity in the event of unfore-
seen equipment or power issues.

The system, which underwent ex-
tensive testing in early December
2014, was activated on December 22,
2014 and replaced components that
had been last upgraded in 2004. In-
cluded in the new alarm monitoring
system are two modern Bosch alarm
signal receivers and advanced secu-
rity software that allows police dis-
patchers to monitor and view alarm
information from four different com-
puter terminals.

The Cranford Police Department
has offered direct alarm monitoring
for over 16 years. According to
Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak, the system has cost and
security advantages for local resi-
dents and businesses. “The biggest
safety factor with this system is that
there is no built in delay,” he stated.

“When an alarm comes in we imme-
diately send police, fire or EMS per-
sonnel.”

The chief noted that many remote
monitored or central station alarms
companies wait a period of time and
attempt to verify alarms with a home-
owner before notifying public safety
agencies. Chief Wozniak believes that
“in an emergency, those one to two
minutes could be critical.”

The cost for direct monitoring by
the Cranford Police Department,
which has not increased with the sys-
tem upgrades, is $95 per year for
residential accounts and $200 per
year for business accounts. Third-
party companies often charge sig-
nificantly higher rates, sometimes
over $40 per month. With the direct
monitoring solution, the homeowner
or business is responsible for the ini-
tial system installation, but police
personnel are available to assist the
installer with the connection to po-
lice headquarters.

Residents or business owners inter-
ested in adding alarm monitoring ser-
vice should contact Detective Sergeant
Gerard Quinn at (908) 709-7337.

NEW JERSEY – Following the
announcement late Friday that the
United States Supreme Court will
review four cases from Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee, in
the only federal appellate court cir-
cuit to uphold a ban on same-sex
marriage, Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th) issued the follow-
ing statement:

“There are 36 states that already
grant marriage rights to our gay and
lesbian brothers and sisters. Consid-
ering also the federal recognition of
same-sex marriages through the land-
mark court case of the United States
versus Windsor, we cannot ask com-

mitted couples and their children to
wait any longer.

“As we commemorate the late Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., it is critical to
remember the civil rights activists
who have shaped change throughout
our country’s history. We must se-
cure these rights and continue the
progress of equality for all citizens so
that all couples, regardless of orien-
tation, can be recognized and pro-
tected under law. I applaud all those
fighting on behalf of this cause, and
urge the Supreme Court to recognize
the importance of this historic mo-
ment in ensuring liberty and justice
for all.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) issued the
following statement after House pas-
sage of H.R. 240, the Department of
Homeland Security Appropriations
Act, which would fully fund home-
land security programs for the re-
mainder of Fiscal Year 2015 while
blocking President Barack Obama’s
“unlawful executive amnesty:”

“Today’s House-passed legislation
fully funds our nation’s homeland
security needs while simultaneously
takes action to halt President Obama’s
unilateral executive order. The bill

further enhances our national secu-
rity by strengthening border security,
increasing governmental transpar-
ency and improving immigration
enforcement. And it defunds the
President’s executive action com-
pletely.

“Executive actions that ignore our
rule of law are unacceptable. The
U.S. Senate should pass this legisla-
tion and the President should sign it
into law so that we can work to-
gether constructively to reform our
nation’s broken immigration sys-
tem,” Mr. Lance said.

COUNTY — Union County Sher-
iff Joseph Cryan advises residents
to protect themselves from tele-
phone scam artists masking their
phone numbers so it appears they
are with a local law enforcement
agency.

The callers will present themselves
as a member of law enforcement;
claim there is an outstanding federal
complaint against the resident and
will then try to have the resident send
money in order to avoid arrest. Many
of the scammers falsely tell the resi-
dent they owe money to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) and must pay
immediately.

“The best way for people to protect
themselves from these scams is to be
aware they are happening,” Sheriff
Cryan said. “Law enforcement does
not demand money over the phone to
avoid a criminal complaint.”

Anyone of these five things is a
sign of a scam. The IRS does not:

Call you to demand immediate
payment. The IRS does not call about
taxes owed without first mailing a
bill.

Demand that you pay taxes with-

out offering the chance to question or
appeal the amount they say is owed.

Require a certain payment method
for paying taxes, such as a prepaid
debit card.

Ask for credit or debit card num-
bers over the phone.

Threaten to bring in local police or
other law-enforcement to have you
arrested for not paying.

Sheriff Cryan advises residents who
receive calls they believe are a scam
to hang up and call local police.

Bill Increases Penalties for Terroristic
Death Threats Against Police Officers

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) has announced legislation
to bring world-class entertainment to
New Jersey by helping Atlantic City
and its casinos, which have shut doors,
cut thousands of jobs and, according
to new data, lost nearly half of their
revenues over the past eight years.

“We need to focus on ideas that can
help Atlantic City along with the en-
tire state,” Mr. Kean said. “We can
positively change Atlantic City’s im-
age to be more attractive, widely ac-
cessible and entertainment-based,
while enhancing job and economic
growth opportunities at and around
entertainment venues across New
Jersey.”

Sen. Kean’s legislation, to be intro-
duced at the next Senate quorum,
would consistently attract A-List per-
formers to the Garden State. Qualify-
ing entertainers who perform at least
four dates in Atlantic City’s tourism
district would not have to pay state
income taxes on any income they
earn performing at any New Jersey
venue in the same calendar year.

Some of the entertainment venues
outside of Atlantic City that could
benefit from this legislation include
the Prudential Center, New Jersey
Performing Arts Center, PNC Bank
Arts Center, Sun National Bank Cen-
ter and Susquehanna Bank Center.

“This legislation will help make
Atlantic City a consistent worldwide
draw for people to see the top per-
formers, artists, celebrities and ath-
letes,” Sen. Kean said, noting that
people from New Jersey and across
the world flock to Las Vegas to expe-
rience part of Britney Spears’s
months-long stint, which has gener-
ated at least $20 million for a for-
merly struggling business there, while
helping with jobs, overall tourism
and state revenues.

“This bill will naturally enhance
and transform the marketing and pub-
licity for Atlantic City. It means more
jobs, development, tourism and rev-
enues for the city and state,” he said.
“It will also open up positive eco-
nomic opportunities in other venues
across New Jersey. The net benefits
will be extraordinary.”

TRENTON – Threatening to kill a
law enforcement officer would result
in increased penalties under legisla-
tion Assemblyman Ron Dancer (R-
12th, Ocean) has introduced. The bill
is in response to alleged threats made
by gang members to target police
officers in Jersey City.

In July, cops shot and killed a
man who murdered a Jersey City
police officer who was responding
to a report of an armed robbery at a
local Walgreens. According to me-
dia accounts, gang members called
for retaliation following the
gunman’s shooting. This week a
North Bergen man was arrested for
breaking into an abandoned build-
ing to drink alcohol and threatened
to shoot police and blow up town
police vehicles.

“These are just two examples of
the many threats police officers often
face. Whether these threats were real
or exaggerated is inconsequential.
Any threat to kill a law enforcement
officer is a very serious matter and
should be treated as such,” Mr. Dancer
said. “Police officers put their lives
on the line every day. They should be
afforded every protection under the
law. Individuals who seek to threaten
them need to know they will face
significant jail time and monetary
penalties.”

Mr. Dancer’s bill, A-3611, ex-
tends the definition of terroristic
threats under current statute to in-
clude threats against law enforce-
ment officers. It upgrades the crime
of threatening to kill a law en-
forcement officer from a third to
second degree crime, which calls
for a five-to-10-year prison term, a
maximum fine of $150,000 or both.
Under current law, the penalty is
three-to-five years, a $15,000 fine
or both.
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 
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Kenilworth Makes
2015 Appointments

KENILWORTH — Kenilworth
Mayor Fred Pugliese and the Bor-
ough Council made the following
appointments at their recent re-orga-
nization meeting:

Bond counsel, Rogut, McCarthy
LLC; borough attorney, Harvey
Fruchter; labor attorney, McElvoy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP;
borough auditor, Ferraioli, Wielkotz,
Cerullo & Cuva; borough engineer,
Harbor Consultants; borough judge,
Thomas Vitale; municipal prosecutor,
Anthony Prieto; public defender,
Gavin Handwerker; assistant public
defender, Daniel Bevere; purchasing
agent and treasurer, Robert Ordway;
recreation director, Pat Boyle, and of-
ficial insurance agent/risk manager,
Amalgamated Insurance Company

Raritan Val. Coalition
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD — The Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition will meet this
Monday, January 26, at 8:30 a.m. in
the Westfield Council Chambers of
the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(D-19th, Sayreville), chairman of the
Assembly Transportation And Inde-
pendent Authorities Committee, will
provide an update on the State
Legislature’s efforts to increase fund-
ing for the Transportation Trust Fund.


