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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Photo Courtesy of Tom Kranz
IT’S ELECTRIC...Fanwood Councilman Russ Huegel attempts to dance the
Electric Slide with other party goers at the annual Fanwood Rescue Squad and
Fire Department awards dinner.

Photo Courtesy of Tom Kranz
45 YEARS OF SERVICE...Stan Yotcoski was honored his for 45 years of
volunteer service to the Fanwood Fire Department at last weekend’s annual
awards dinner at Berkeley Plaza, Berkeley Heights.

Westfield locations 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  
Financial assistance is available.  

BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES 
LEARN MORE ABOUT EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMS AT A 

CHILD CARE EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE 
 
10:00AM-Noon, Saturday, 1/24 
Bauer Branch  
�� Half-Day Early Learning Programs (ages 2-5 years),  

Enrichments and Full-Day Kindergarten 
 

10:00AM-Noon, Saturday, 1/24 
Main Y Facility 
�� Full-Day Kindergarten and Kindergarten Wraparound 
 

Noon-1:30PM, Saturday, 1/24 
Cranford Community Center  
�� Half-Day Early Learning Programs (ages 3-5 years) 
 

10:00AM-Noon, Saturday, 1/31 
Garwood Family Center Y  
�� Full-Day and Half-Day Early Learning Programs (ages 3-5 years) 
 

9:30AM-Noon, Saturday, 2/7 
Early Learning Center  
�� Full-Day Early Learning Programs (ages 6 months-5 years)  
 
 
 

Snow date is 2/1 for 1/24 & 31, and 2/8 1:00-3:00PM for 2/7. 

CAMP OPEN HOUSE! 
5:00-7:00PM , Wednesday, 1/21 at the Main Y Facility 

 
�� Enter raffle for one free week of traditional camp 

and enjoy refreshments and crafts for kids!  

�� Early bird special: 10% off all paid-in-full camps 
through 1/30 (not for before/after/combo care) 

��Multiple child discount  

��New member special 

retention tank under the private road
and parking area that would drain
north into the Brookside Retention
Basin, a designated wetland that is
strictly regulated by state statute
and would remain untouched.

Although the developed or im-
pervious surface on the property
would increase from the current 10
percent to 40 percent, Mr. Quinn
testified that the storm water runoff
into the basin adjacent to a Rahway
River tributary would be metered
from the tank to reduce the flow
rate as required by law.

It was a contention challenged by
another one of the plaintiffs in the
use variance suit, Westfield Leader
publisher Horace Corbin, who lives
nearby and noted that a similar pro-
posal for the same property was
rejected more than a decade ago by
the planning board and upheld by a
court. That rejection resulted in a
decision by the board to zone the
property suitable for three, single-
family houses.

fense fees in lawsuits filed against the
county. The first is Laquan Kearney
versus County of Union. Kearney
has alleged that while being held at
the county jail in Elizabeth in May
2012, he was beaten by corrections
officers. The resolution would in-
crease fees to the firm of Florio,
Perrucci, Steinhardt and Fader of
Rochelle Park from $20,000 to
$40,000.

The other case, Shiquon Fowler
versus County of Union, involves a
teenager held at the Union County
Juvenile Detention Center in Lin-
den who was allegedly assaulted by
a female guard between March 2012
and January 2013. Sherrie Brown-
Braswell, 37, of Raleigh, N.C.
turned herself in to authorities in
June of 2014 and has been charged
with second-degree sexual assault
and fourth-degree criminal sexual
contact.

The freeholders will vote on a
resolution January 29 to increase
legal fees in the case to the firm of
Jardim, Meisner, and Susser of
Florham Park from $10,000 to
$20,000 for the county’s defense in
the case.

Another item on Thursday’s
agenda-setting meeting would
spend $237,000 over the next two
years under a contract with the
Elizabeth Truck Center to provide
collision repair services for county
trucks, buses and specialty equip-
ment.

Director of Purchasing Michael
Yuska said the county spent
$309,000 under the previous con-
tract. He said among repairs that
had to be made were two radar
speed trailers which were hit by
motorists and had to be repaired by
the truck center. He said both mo-
torists fled the scene after the acci-
dents.

The board is also set to accept
$275,192 in funding from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Refugee Re-
settlement, Division of Unaccom-
panied Children’s Service (DUCS)
for the rental of 10 beds for unac-
companied and undocumented chil-
dren at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center. The funding is
for the period October 1, 2014 to
December 31, 2014. The federal
government pays the county
$301.58 per bed, per day at the
facility.

The county also recently ap-
proved a contract with Hudson
County to guarantee 20 beds for
Hudson juveniles to be housed at
the Union County detention center
at $230 per day.

Another resolution is for a
$177,000 construction contract with
Rochelle Contracting Company,
Inc. of Landing to build wash-down
stations at maintenance facilities at
Rahway River and Warinanco parks.
William Reyes, director of eco-
nomic development, said in these
systems the water is recycled with-
out the water or sediments going
into the sewer system.

He said the DEP is now requiring
wash-down systems for those fa-
cilities doing more than a few
washings of vehicles or equipment
per year. Mr. Reyes said the county
will use the stations to wash
lawnmowers.

The next board meeting will be
Thursday, January 29.
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Garwood Planning Board

Fred T. Rossi for The Times
50 YEARS...At Tuesday's township council meeting, Mayor Kevin Glover
presented a resolution congratulating Nick Del Negro, right, on his 50 years of
ownership of Del Negro Diplomat Tailors and Cleaners on East Second Street.

Park Avenue/Martine Avenue and
then extending to Portland Avenues
intersection with Westfield Road.
Mr. Baines said no one along the
route would be without water dur-
ing the project.

In other business, a campaign is
underway to have the U.S. Postal
Service honor John Shippen, the
resident golf pro at the Shady Rest
Country Club in the early 20th cen-
tury and the first American-born
golfer to play in the U.S. Open, with
a postage stamp. Thurman and Ruby
Simmons, representing the John
Shippen Memorial Golf Foundation,
attended Tuesday’s meeting and
Mrs. Simmons told the council that
a stamp to honor Mr. Shippen
“would be an inspiration to students,
educators and the golf community
throughout the world.” Admitting
that it is “a real challenge” to get a
stamp approved, she urged residents
of Scotch Plains as well as residents
of other towns in Union County to
sign a sample letter — available by
writing to
shippenfoundation2@yahoo.com
— that is available and send it to the
postal service’s advisory commit-
tee that decides on the issuance of
new stamps.

At the start of its meeting, the
council honored Michelle Shapiro
Abraham, Amanda Barnett and
Courtney Agnello for their efforts
in organizing Monday’s Martin
Luther King Day of Service. Nick
Del Negro, the owner of Del Negro
Diplomat Tailors and Cleaners, was
presented with a resolution con-
gratulating him on the 50th anniver-
sary of his East Second Street busi-
ness. And a proclamation was read
honoring Michael Gentile for at-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America.
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Parents Object to PARCC
Test, Common Core Cur.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation met on Tuesday evening and
heard the concerns of three parents
who objected to the PARCC (Part-
nership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers) math
and language arts test which will be
given in the spring using computers
instead of pencil and paper. Board
members also heard an objection to
the Common Core Curriculum.

Anastasia Harrison, a Westfield
parent, objected to the Common
Core Curriculum and the PARCC
testing. She objected to the way the
PARCC test is designed and said, “I
question if we are lowering our stan-
dards. After all, it is not our type of
school district that this curriculum
will benefit.” She went on to cite
several professors from leading
universities who found that Com-
mon Core imposed lower standards
than other countries. She urged the
board to develop a policy for stu-
dents whose parents do not want
them to take the PARCC tests.

Liz Mullholland, who identified
herself as a Westfield parent and an
educator, said it has been acknowl-
edged by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education that “for a vari-
ety of reasons, some students are
refusing to participate in the PARCC
testing.” She asked the board to
address the possibility that those
situations may arise. Ms.
Mullholland cautioned the board
that parents may refuse to allow
their children to do so. She also said
that students cannot be forced to
take the PARCC. She pointed out
that children cannot be compelled
to stay home if they are not taking
the tests. “I ask that you create a
policy for those students,” she said.

Jessica Moreno, who is another
parent and educator, objected to the
fact that the tests are given accord-
ing to the child’s age and not their

rate of development. She objected
to the way the screen is formatted
and said that it is easy to be logged
out and made to sign back on to the
test all over again.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan said, “We’ve been grap-
pling with this a lot, on so many
different levels. We want to learn.
As far as the tests go, it has been our
experience that they (the students)
did much better than we thought,”
she said. “As for the technology
and the teachers, at our in-service
in February, we are going to deal
with that.” She also said that the
district has asked the state for feed-
back as to the problems the parents
have addressed.

Board Vice-President Gretchan
Ohlig said to the concerned par-
ents, “I want to thank you for your
time. It (the subject) has provoked a
lot of talk among board members. It
is a conversation that is ongoing.”

The board next meeting will be
Tuesday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m. at
the administration building, 203
Elm Street. That meeting is likely
to be brief so the board can go into
executive session to discuss per-
sonnel matters, according to Ms.
Sullivan.

While telling Mr. Quinn that the
tributary, which runs along the north
side of Mr. Corbin’s property, flows
at capacity during storms, he also
charged that runoff would affect
the brook.

“I think the court had it right 15
years ago that it’s not appropriate,
and I don’t care about any of these
fancy damn expert testimony; the
court is still going to get it right,”
Mr. Corbin said to applause from
some in the public.

Others followed in a similar tone,
with one woman who lives on South
Union Street near the brook sarcas-
tically asking, “Who do I sue when
the brook overflows because you’re
putting in this large parking lot?”
Another woman from Cranford
dryly remarked, “This is going to
be great. It will be Cranford,
Westfield, Garwood. We’re in it to-
gether. That’s beautiful. That’s
good. The more the merrier.”

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
tried to keep the comments to ques-
tions for Mr. Quinn and Mr. Potter,
reminding those speaking that the
use variance had already been
granted.

Among other questions, nearby
resident Roger Sousa asked that
since anyone on the second-floor
terraces on the back of the
townhouses would be able to peer
directly into his backyard, and the
plans show no landscaping to cre-
ate a barrier, if the plans would be
redone to remove elevated patios.

Mr. Potter said no.
Among other issues, Zoning Code

Official Victor Vinegra informed
the board that the Westfield senior
housing structure being built on
Second Avenue on the site of the
old St. Anne’s School would be
finished in March and ready for
occupancy by April.

Additionally, he said the owner
of the largely abandoned Petro Plas-
tics industrial site on South Avenue
had completed the sale of the prop-
erty to an individual intending to
develop the site. Also, the adjacent
and similarly abandoned Casale
manufacturing plant was under con-
tract, he said.

Furthermore, the owner of the
abandoned Garwood Paperboard
plant at the east end of North Av-
enue was in discussions with the
borough about re-developing the
site himself, Mr. Vinegra said.

the Authority is doing to address
Garwood’s concerns over the in-
crease in the borough’s assessment.
Garwood’s assessment has risen by
a little over $86,000 to $621,794.
While this is just a tiny fraction of
RVSA’s fees, it represents more than
a 16-percent rise in Garwood’s
charge. Garwood’s assessment is
based on the readings of four meters,
three inbound, and one outbound.
Analysis of meter readings has led
RVSA management to think a prob-
lem exists in the outbound meter
over a year-and-a-half ago. In an
attempt to verify this, the Authority
has brought in and installed an addi-
tional meter to test the results of the
meter in question. Results of this
test are expected in about three
weeks. Once the results from this
test meter have been analyzed, the
board can make a determination of
whether Garwood’s 2015 assessment
stands as initially issued or if it needs
to be changed to ensure that billings
are equitable. Charges are based on
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RVSA Sets Rates
a combination of flow, biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD5) and sus-
pended solids — and a based on a
five-year moving average.

A year-long string of events cul-
minated with Authority Counsel
Dennis Estis sending a letter to the
NJEIT (New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust) that the Au-
thority owns its plant. This letter
and the actions preceding it cor-
rected a situation caused by errors
made in 1954.

This meeting was the first RVSA
Board meeting in the conference
room since it was damaged by last
May’s flood.

Correction
A story on page 2 of last week’s

issue on coverage of the Garwood
Board of Education meeting con-
tained an error in the headline. The
headline should have said that Su-
san Groning was re-elected vice-
president of the board.

www.goleader.com


