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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ALL ABOARD…Union County Freeholders Linda Carter, second from left,
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, fourth from left, and Freeholders
Sergio Granados and Vernell Wright (partially blocked) join with Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer, left, and Cranford Mayor Andis
Kalnins, third from left, to mark the first off-peak evening one-seat ride,
Monday night, on the Raritan Valley Line at the Cranford Train Station.

Cranford Environmental Commission
Releases 2014 Accomplishments

CRANFORD – The Cranford En-
vironmental Commission recently
released its annual report for
2014. Nelson Dittmar, chairman
of the commission said, “We are
very proud of our accomplish-
ments this year, believing that,
in a small way, they have en-
hanced the quality of life and the
environment in Cranford. We are
very grateful for the support of
the Township Committee.”

The principal projects were the
design and installation of a rain
garden at the municipal building,
a tree planting project at Hanson
and Hampton Parks, the con-
tinuing development of the
commission’s website page “My
Green Cranford” and the cre-
ation of a related Facebook page,
a tree planting project in town-
ship parks, and an Energy Day
Fair.

Using a $2,000 grant from Sus-
tainable Jersey, the commission
designed and installed a large
rain garden on the front lawn of
the municipal building. The in-
stallation was the culmination of
months of planning, site selec-
tion and design, and more than a
week of site preparation. Over
80 plants were installed.

“We are grateful for the help of
many community volunteers and
the Department of Public Works.
The rain garden is a symbol of
what can be done to reduce flood-
ing in our community,” Mr.
Dittmar said.

In May, Commission members
with significant help from the
Cranford High School Environ-
mental Sciences Club planted 20
large trees in Hanson Park and
Hampton Park. We appreciated
the assistance of the Tree Advi-
sory Board and the Hanson Park
Conservancy.

In March, the commission sent
a letter to Union County College
in opposition to the proposed

soccer and lacrosse fields at the
college.

Mygreencranford.org serves as
a resource guide for residents for
issues relating to the environ-
ment, energy-savings ideas, and
environmental events. There is a
resource page with links to help-
ful green websites. Visitors have
the option to sign up for the e-
mail newsletter, which offers tips
and news. The related Facebook
page offers a wide range of infor-
mation and news.

The commission met with the
Township Committee and urged
them to adopt a resolution op-
posing the proposed Pilgrim Pipe-
line, which would run through 30
New Jersey communities includ-
ing Cranford.

“We believe the potential dam-
age to our community that could
be caused by a pipeline explo-
sion or spill is significant, “ Mr.
Dittmar said.

In celebration of Earth Day, the
commission held a Fair at Hanson
Park. There were demonstrations
on using a backyard composter
and the commission conducted a
workshop of the step-by-step
method to build and install a rain
barrel. Visitors could see the rain
garden at Hanson Park and learn
how rain gardens help reduce
flooding. Composters and rain
barrel kits were sold at the fair.

In conclusion, Mr. Dittmar
noted, “I am looking forward to
continuing many of these pro-
grams in 2015 and starting new
ones.”

Anyone interested in the Com-
mission can send an e-mail mes-
sage to candndittmar@cs.com or
come to the commission’s next
meeting on Monday, February 2
at 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Center. To read the annual re-
port, visit
www.mygreencranford.com.

Cranford Community Center Taking
Appointments for Tax Counseling

The Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department in conjunction
with the American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP) will be
taking appointments for free tax
assistance.  Cranford and
Garwood taxpayers can call the
Recreation and Parks Department
at 709-7283 to reserve a time
slot time with a tax practitioner.
Hourly appointments are being
made on either Mondays or Fri-
days beginning Friday, February
6, 2015 from12:00pm, 1:30pm
and 3 p.m.  All appointments will
be at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue in
Room 204.  The last appoint-
ment to receive tax assistance
will be Monday, April 13, 2015.
No appointments will be made
on Monday, February 16, 2015

(Presidents’ Day) & Friday, April
3, 2015 (Good Friday), as the
Community Center will be closed.
This service is for residents of
Cranford and Garwood, and is
geared to senior citizens and area
residents with low to moderate
income.  Filing assistance is pro-
vided for federal and NJ state
income tax returns, and the Prop-
erty Tax Reimbursement Pro-
gram (PTR 1&2).  Federal and
state returns are filed electroni-
cally.

Participants should bring the
following information:  copies of
Federal & State returns for 2013
along with 2014 wages, interest,
dividends, capital gains, social
security, etc. (forms 1099,
1099R, 1099B-W2 & SSA), and
Property tax bill (2014).CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Interfaith Committee Plans
Activities Honoring MLK

CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
Cranford Clergy Council invites
the public to a Martin Luther
King, Jr. commemorative ser-
vice this evening, Thursday, Janu-
ary 15, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the First Baptist Church,
located at 100 High Street,
Cranford.

Pat Jurpalis, a parishioner at
the Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford and an active volunteer
with the elderly and shut-ins of
the community, will be honored
with the Martin Luther King Jr.
Award.

Cranford students in grades 6
to 12 also have been asked to
write a 50- to 100-word essay
addressing the question, “How
does Martin Luther King Jr.’s
quote, ‘Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere,’

stand true to our nation today?”
Chosen essays will be read at the
service.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Award
is given to someone who has
made contributions to the cause
of improving the community in
such areas as civil and human
rights, social justice, social ac-
tion and/or demonstrated con-
cern for the welfare of others.

Additionally, the Interfaith Hu-
man Relations Committee will
honor Dr. King’s memory by host-
ing its third annual Day of Ser-
vice on Monday, January 19. The
community is invited to go to
Bates Hall at the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford, 11
Springfield Avenue, between 4
and 6 p.m., to engage in various
service projects. Such projects
include assembling home and


