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slash the seniors program direc-
tor position’s salary in half from
$10,000 to $5,000.

The assistant administrator’s
position will be duties added to
someone already on staff and
will, in effect, serve as an under-
study to Ms. Ariemma in case of
vacation or other absence.

The reason for cutting the com-
pensation for the seniors pro-
gram director, Paulette Drogan,
was due to a cut in the commu-
nity block grant from the state
that funds the program, Mrs.
Tarantino said. The cut was real-
ized three years ago and never
restored. Since the handyman
and transportation program
grants increased, Mrs. Tarantino
said it was hoped the seniors
grant would be restored to previ-
ous levels.

But when that was not realized,
the compensation had to be re-
duced. Mrs. Tarantino said the
position required approximately
eight hours a week and despite
the cut, there should be no re-
duction in services to the se-
niors.

She said both matters would be
put forth for introduction and
consideration at the January 27
meeting.

In other matters, Mr. Nierstedt

contacted Rep. Leonard Lance’s
(R-7th) office and prepared a
letter for the council to send to
the congressman regarding the
town’s concerns over mail deliv-
ery. The letter noted “reduced
levels of service” over the past
five years “under the guise of
‘efficiency’.”

Spurred by complaints that
many residents on Third Avenue,
Fourth Avenue and other streets
never received the borough’s
mailing that included the gar-
bage and recycling pickup sched-
ule, Mr. Nierstedt also highlighted
the complaint that some resi-
dents receive their mail after 6
p.m.

Additionally, Mr. Nierstedt
noted the borough’s partnership
with several churches in “Souper
Sunday” in honor of Martin Luther
King Day. In concert with St.
Anne’s Catholic Church, Garwood
Presbyterian Church, St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, the Grace
Christian Fellowship Church and
the New Community Church,
Garwood will be collecting cans
of soup, boxes of crackers and
monetary donations January 18
or 25 for those in need.

It is the borough’s first public
celebration in connection with
the federal and state holiday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS...Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
proclaims January 23 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Wincey Terry, an
alumna of Benedictine Academy, and Celia Rizzo, a 10th-grade student of
Benedictine Academy, accepted the proclamation. Benedictine Academy has
won the Jefferson Award and the USA Character Award from USA Network for
its work to eradicate human trafficking.

Supply, Inc.
The committee authorized an

inter-local services agreement
with the Township of Winfield
for 9-1-1 Dispatch Services for
2015.

Joseph Farrone was appointed
as a laborer/driver within the
Department of Public Works.

Victoria Spurr was appointed
as a resident member of the
Downtown District Management
Corporation for a three-year
term. Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola was appointed chair-
person of the Downtown District
Management Corporation for a
one-year term.

The committee approved by
resolution the mayor to sign the
contract to employ Police Chief
James Wozniak. He was ap-
pointed chief of police in March
2014.

The dates for January/Febru-
ary recycling pickup were incor-
rectly printed in the newsletter.
The correct dates are posted
online, Commissioner D’Ambola
said.

During Monday’s workshop
session, it was revealed that the
Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control met
Saturday, and while members
have not received an answer
from Congress on funding the
completion of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ study on
flood-control efforts of the
Rahway River, “what we hear is
positive,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Additionally on Monday, the
township committee agreed to
eliminate the Conservation Util-
ity. Mayor Kalnins said the util-
ity has not met since it was
enacted.

The Crane’s Ford Chapter of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) of Cranford
was approved to restore four
murals at the municipal build-
ing, resident and DAR member
Barbara Krause said. The DAR is
planning a ceremony and pre-
sentation on Saturday, March
14, at the municipal building at
noon.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
suggested the committee allo-
cate funding to correct a lack of
drainage on Brookside Drive and
to install drain pipes underground
at varying intersections of High
Street.
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CF Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline

** Garwood Faces $90K Hike **

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Christine
Guerriero was elected as presi-
dent of the Garwood Board of
Education for a second consecu-
tive year at the board’s reorga-
nization meeting January 8, cho-
sen by the unchanged nine-
member panel, which is facing
mediation with the teachers’
union over a new contract in the
upcoming year.

Ms. Guerriero was elected to a
fourth consecutive three-year
term and fifth overall in Novem-
ber. She returns to the school
board along with Aaron Watkins
and Linda Koenig. Kimberly
Ficarra, who also was an incum-
bent, was elected to an unex-
pired two-year term. All four ran
unopposed.

With Mr. Watkins arriving late,
Ms. Guerriero was chosen for a
second term as president by an
8-to-0 vote. Susan Groning also
unanimously won a second year
as vice-president of the board.

“I think certainly, we had is-
sues with the budget, with a 2-
percent cap, and a small district,
and not a lot of wiggle room,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “Coming up with
a budget that fits all of our needs
will be one of our biggest chal-
lenges.”

Ms. Guerriero would not com- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Guerriero, Watkins Re-Elected Pres., VP
ment on how the mediation with
the teachers’ union would affect
the budget issue. She is a mem-
ber of the statewide teachers’
union, the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association (NJEA), and is
thus excluded from the negotia-
tions and mediation meetings.

The board learned in October
that the union had declared an
impasse in negotiations, requir-
ing for a third straight contract
cycle that the two sides go into
mediation. The first mediation


