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RAIDERS BEIRNE TOPS McGOVERN, 6-2; MIRABELLA GETS PIN; COUGAR SCORESE PINS

Cougars Top Raiders, 38-27, in Spirited Mat Showdown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Under lights focused solely on
the competition, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team and the visiting
Cranford Cougars gave the fans
all the excitement they needed
on January 9. With four bouts
remaining and trailing 24-23, the
Cougars won the next three bouts
to secure a 38-27 victory. The
Cougars won eight of the 14
scheduled bouts.

“I am pretty happy with our
performance as a team. We didn’t
get the win, but going into the
lineup, we had six out of the 14
weight classes that I felt com-
fortable about. I knew in order to
hang with Cranford, they have a
very solid lineup all the way

through, that we would need to
get that seventh match, Unfor-
tunately, we weren’t able to get
somebody to step up and get
that bout,” Raider Head Coach TJ
Gavor said.

“They are tough kids. They al-
ways wrestle to win and they are
stingy. They don’t give up the
points. They know another point
or two could mean a major or a
tech. They are stingy and that’s
going to take them very far. Those
little points all add up at the
end,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said of the Raiders.

Cougar Niko Cappello kicked
off the first bout of the evening
with an 8-0, major decision over
Jalen Bryant at 195-lbs. Cappello
recorded a double-leg takedown,
a snap down takedown and a low
single lift takedown in the win.

Next, at 220-lbs, Raider Alex
Mirabella knew he needed team
points and managed to get three
takedowns before catching Nick
Ballas in the Peterson pin in 4:10.

“I went out there trying to get
a pin for my team and I did what
as I was supposed to do. I was
trying to get that cradle in the
first period. I had it locked up, I
just couldn’t quite turn him. I got
to work a little on my feet, which
I never really do, but overall I am
happy with my performance,”
Mirabella said.

A wild bout ensued at heavy-
weight when Karl Williams re-
corded a third-period reversal
and a defensive takedown to
squeak a 4-3 victory over Alex
Esposito to give the Raiders a 9-
4 team lead.

After pulling off a nice barrel

roll takedown at 106-lbs, Cougar
Anthony Capece stabilized Justin
Sidebottom with an arm bar/half
nelson in 1:40. Raider Nadim
Kormaz used a half nelson to pin
Jake Quinn in 27 seconds at 113-
lbs. At 120-lbs, Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni had his hands full
with Jack Cannon, but scored a
lift takedown and a reversal to
claim a 4-0 decision.

Chris Scorese gave the Cou-
gars a 19-15 lead after his 126-
lb bout, when he recorded a pair
of takedowns and a nearfall be-
fore pinning Jashmar Philippe in
3:17 with a half/wrist combina-
tion. At 132-lbs, Cougar Vince
Concina scored a low single
takedown and a three-point
nearfall (single grapevine/head
cover) then added five-point side
single leg to front arm bar nearfall

to seize a 10-1, major decision.
In the bout of the evening Raider

JT Beirne blasted out a 6-2 decision
over Brian McGovern at 138-lbs.

“I know I needed to win for my
team, because the match was
going to be close. I tried to look
for bonus points. Unfortunately,
I couldn’t pin him, but I still came
out on top,” Beirne said.

Beirne used his quickness to
pull off a low single leg catch
takedown in the first period then
added a slick duck under to low
leg catch takedown in the second
period, before adding a reversal
in the third.

“I have been working a lot on
my neutral [standing position]. I
felt like the duck [under
takedown] would definitely im-
prove my game, so I put it to
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