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Schetelich (7 points) and Gargiulo
added two points in the quarter.

“They [Westfield] knocked
down some big shots too, a couple
of threes. We didn’t knock down
any threes, and that’s where it
was. When it was time to knock
down the big shot, we didn’t and
they did,” Coach Huber said.
“Good players make big time
shots. He made some big time
shots for them.”

The fourth quarter got too close
for comfort for the Blue Devils as
the Cougars gnawed away to
close to within three points, 38-
35, with 44.89 remaining. On an
assist from Mitchell, Elliott got
the ball and drove to the basket

for a lay-up. Mele got fouled and
sank both free throws to dis-
tance the Blue Devils, 42-35,
from the Cougars with 24 sec-
onds on the clock. Hess got fouled
and sank both free throws.
Gargiulo answered with a lay-up
then Hess ended the scoring with
another successful free throw.

Mele also got under the boards
in the second half and ended with
six rebounds. Elliott also stepped
up under the boards and finished
with 11 rebounds.

“I am like an athletic guard. I
love going up grabbing rebounds.
It’s just another aspect of my
game. I also like taking the ball
to the basket,” Mele said.

A major reason for the Cou-
gars’ success in the final three
quarters was the rebounding
ability of Schetelich (10 re-
bounds), Christiano (8 rebounds)
and Remley (7 rebounds).

“It’s a tribute to their charac-
ter. It’s a hardworking group. We
didn’t always play smart, but we
played hard. Our kids are tough
kids. It’s a credit to the people of
Cranford. They brought up great
kids. They are going to do every-
thing they can do to win,” Coach
Huber said.

Both the Blue Devils and the
Cougars face very grueling sched-
ules, especially in Union County
that has three of the top-five

teams in the state and another
ranked in the top-20.

“Union County is the best county
in the state. Nothing else you can
say. I am excited for the Union

County Tournament. We are only
going to get better,” Mele said.
Cranford   3 12   8 14 37
Westfield 20   2   9 14 45

Senior Gavin Murray pulled out
a 17-5, major decision over Chris
Koutzen in the final bout at 160-
lbs to give the Cranford High
School wrestling team a 31-30
victory over previously 14th-
ranked Christian Brothers Acad-
emy on January 10. Each team
split evenly winning seven bouts
a piece.

Later in the afternoon, the Cou-
gars experienced their first loss
of the season when Morris Knolls
climbed on the top side of a 36-
24 decision. The Cougars won six
of the 14 bouts and lost three
bouts by three or less points.

In the first bout against CBA, at
170-lbs, Cougar Andrew

Cougars Nip No. 14 CBA,
Fall to Morris Knoll Matmen

Tompkins earned a 4-2 decision
over Justin Kiestor. Niko Cappello
stopped Jack LaCorte, 3-1, at
182-lbs and Nick Ballas pinned
Nate Houstan in 4:42 at 195-lbs.
Alex Esposito received a forfeit at
220-lbs. At 106-lbs, Anthony
Capece dropped a tough, 3-1,
decision to Rich Koehlard. Chris
Scorese pinned Nick Koutzen in
3:54 at 132-lbs and Vince Concina
(138-lbs) topped Liam Gallagher,
9-6. Dave Busch dropped a 4-3
decision to Garrett Fitzgerald at
152-lbs.

Beginning in the 195-lb class
against Morris Knolls (MK), Ballas
was pinned by Luke Knapp in
3:54. Payten Campbell (MK)
pinned Esposito in 3:53 at 220-
lbs. Cougar heavyweight Kevin
Doran salvaged a 2-1, overtime
victory over Dave Pater. Capece
came up on the short side of a 3-
1 decision to Austin Perrault at
106-lbs. Garrett O’Shea (MK)
pinned Jake Quinn in 0:39 at
113-lbs. DiGiovanni claimed an
11-5 decision over Atlin Zaku
(MK) at 120-lbs.

Scorese pinned Anthony Palma
(MK) in 3:18 at 126-lbs. At 132-
lbs, Chris Torres (MK) received a
forfeit. Concina decisioned Jayson
Parisi (MK), 3-0, at 138-lbs. Mike
Nigro (MK) defeated McGovern,
5-0, at 145-lbs then Busch de-
feated Connor Fortune (MK), 8-
4, at 152-lbs. Murray pinned
Shawn Brumfield (MK) in 1:07 at
160-lbs. Luke Drugas (MK) beat
Tompkins, 7-0, at 170-lbs then
Dean Drugas (MK) stung
Cappello, 3-2, at 182-lbs.

Cougar Cagers Muzzle
Dayton Bulldogs, 56-48
Junior guard Dave Fonseca

poured in 16 points to lead the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team to a 56-48 muzzling
of the Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs
in Cranford on January 6. The
Cougars zoomed to a 21-2 run in
the third quarter to erase a 10-
point deficit at halftime.

Cougar junior Hunter Remley
sank 12 points, junior Sean
Leonard hit for 11 points, Jack
Schetelich netted six points and
Luke Christiano added four
points. Kevin Trotter, James Kelly
and Mike Smith each had two
points. Bulldog Amir Mayfield led
all scoring with 19 points and
Jean-Karl Arvelo added 16 points.
Dayton 15 16   2 15 48
Cranford   9 12 21 14 56

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Sophomore wrestler Chris Scorese ( inset) is riding a seven pin streak and
is one of the top point leaders on the team. Freshman swimmer Emily Wilson has been instrumental in helping the 200-
yard medley team set a new record and has dominated the 50-freestyle in Union County.

Westfield Blue Devils Hold Off Cranford Cougar Basketball Boys’ Surge, 45-37


