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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVILS MELE BANGS KEY 3’S, ELLIOTT NETS 12 PTs, COUGAR GARGIULO SINKS 10

Blue Devil Cagers Hold off Cougars’ Comeback, 45-37
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What appeared to be the be-
ginning of a pleasure cruise
turned into an all hands on board
situation, but the hosting
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team got a pair of key 3-
pointers in the third quarter and
a pair of key free throws late in
the fourth from Nick Mele to hold
off an ominous surge from the
Cranford Cougars to salvage a
45-37 victory on January 8.

The 4-3 Blue Devils rolled to an

opening 8-0 run before being
interrupted with a 2-pointer from
Cougar Hunter Remley (8 points)
and a free throw by Luke
Christiano (6 points) but contin-
ued with a 12-0 run to win the
first quarter, 20-3. Blue Devil
Sean Elliott (two 3-pointers)
pumped in six of his 12 points in
the quarter, while Owen Murray
(9 points, 3 assists) hit five and
Danny Mitchell (5 assists, 2
steals) sank four points. Mele,
who finished with a team-lead-
ing 13 points, added three and
Parker Hess (7 points) netted

two points. Rebounding played a
major role and Murray pulled
four of his 10 in the quarter.

“Last year, they beat us by 30
points, blew us out at Kean Uni-
versity. Our motivation was to
come out and keep running and
gunning. Keep all five guards on
the floor. We came out in the
second quarter, we didn’t play as
well. We were able to maintain
our lead in the third and fourth.
We didn’t play well, but we ended
up coming out with a ‘W’, so I am
happy,” Mele, who had two as-
sists, said.

“We came out a little flat. We
didn’t exactly do the things that
we needed to do. We thought,
‘oh! I can make the pass in the

wing and they are not going to
defend it.’ But they [Westfield]
got out and defended it. Once we
adjusted, I think for three quar-
ters, we outscored them, but we
fell so far behind and found our-
selves in a hole right away,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Ryan Huber said.

But the change in momentum

came rapidly after Hess opened
the second quarter with a 2-
pointer. The Cougars responded
with a 12-0 sprint to narrow the
score to 22-15 by halftime.
Christiano and Albert Gargiulo
(team-leading 10 points) each
put in five points and Joe Norton
sank a two.

With the crucial help of Mele’s
pair of 3-pointers to go with a
pair of free throws, the Blue Dev-
ils barely won the third quarter,
9-8, to cling to an eight-point
lead.

“Danny Mitchell and I played
together for years. Every time
they [Cranford] would collapse, I
was wide open for threes. It’s
just typical basketball,” Mele said.

Sean Leonard sank four points
for the Cougars, while Jack
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