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Town Book Store Owner In
Business For the Love of Books

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Sprawling home nestled on an idyllic cul-de-sac with fabulous curb appeal offers 10 exception-
ally proportioned rooms/5 bedrooms/3.1 baths/2 family rooms. Welcoming entry foyer opens
to a large living room boasting an oversized sun lit window and hardwood flooring. Formal
dining room features pocket doors which lead to the family room, accented by a vaulted ceiling
and stone wood-burning fireplace. Spacious eat in kitchen with pantry storage overlooks the
tranquil backyard. Four bedrooms and two full baths occupy the second floor and a private,
master en suite tops the third. Grade level second family room, powder room and laundry
complete the home. 2-zone HVAC and abundant closets & storage. Convenient to Tamaques
Park and all of Westfield’s excellent schools! Offered at $769,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 18th • 1-4pm

7 Pine Court, Westfield

BROKERS
WELCOME

For a Private tour call: 908.233.5900
Eileen Ward-Conway, Broker  ∙  Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor
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ALMOST SEPARATED...In the Westfield Community Player’s prodcution of Almost Maine, Gayle (Renee Litwin, right)
and Lendall (John Schweska) are about to separate because he doesn’t want to get married. Gayle physically gives him back
bags and bags of love that she gathered from Lendall during the years.  Lendall only has one special small box of love to give
to Gayle – an engagement ring.

WCP’s Almost Maine Shines
Like the Northern Lights

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield is a town
that is rich in history, culture and
prosperity, with roots dating back over
a century; and there are few establish-
ments that truly exemplify this in the
way that The Town Book Store does.
Previously best known for being a
successfully operating business for
80 years, the bookstore has recently
gained attention on the state-wide
level. New Jersey Magazine has
named The Town Book Store as the
“Best Independent Book Store in New
Jersey” for 2014. Yet this cozy read-
ing nook just might be Westfield’s
best kept secret.

The bookstore opened in Septem-
ber of 1934, and was originally where
Lucky Brand Jeans is now. After some
years, the store moved across the
street to its current location, where
the old Westfield Library was, origi-
nally built in 1906. A fitting move, as
the library was one of the 36 libraries
Andrew Carnegie himself donated to
New Jersey, according to an inter-
view with the most recent store owner,
Anne Laird. She went on to describe
the move “almost felt like coming
home.” Through its 80 years of busi-
ness, the store has operated under
seven different owners who all with
thing in common: a deep apprecia-
tion and passion for keeping the busi-
ness alive, a love of books. Ms.Laird,
the seventh owner, is no different in
her dedication to the shop.

Her dedication caught the attention
of New Jersey Magazine this past
year; the call came in March when a
representative from the magazine had
informed Laird that her store had won
“Best Independent Book Store in New
Jersey”. Ms. Laird, unaware at the
time that her bookstore was even in
the running, chalked the call off as no
big deal.

However, 5,000 votes in one’s fa-
vor is no small accomplishment. Ms.
Laird described the feeling as a happy
surprise. Her hope is that this recog-
nition will raise awareness about her
store and bring in new customers.

The Town Book Store is the last
independent bookstore in Union

Country and one of the last existing in
New Jersey. With the cost of running
a business, the economy and major
retailers, it is truly a wonderful thing
that the bookstore remains open.
While many would believe bookstores
like Barnes & Nobel to be the biggest
threat to a small bookstore like Ms.
Laird’s, it is competitors like Amazon
that most strongly effect business.

Most damaging to business is
Amazon’s ability to buy in bulk, its
quick delivery reputation, and its wide
selection of Kindle e-readers. How-
ever, Ms. Laird believes that people
will “readjust” to traditional books,
and that both can exist together. “Ama-
zon assumes people who like to read
want an e-reader,” she says, “but most
people like a real book.” A fact she
says she has discovered within the
past year.

Ms. Laird acknowledges that she
cannot compete in price, but instead
offers something that she believes is
much more valuable to customers:

individualization. Her main approach
revolves around getting to know cus-
tomers on both a literary and a per-
sonal level.

“I know what people want, what
sells,” Ms. Laird confidently told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. She
claims that her literary intuition comes
from her eight years of experience in
running the store and interacting with
customers on a personal level. It is this
personal attention that creates the loyal
customers who keep the shop going.

She also believes that larger stores,
like Barnes & Nobel, have a bigger
selection but that it can be “over-
whelming” to customers, and sees the
narrower selection offered by The
Town Book Store as an advantage.

Though financially the bookstore is
just barely able to stay afloat, she states
that it is a “labor of love.”  For Ms.
Laird, the customers are what keep her
going. “Business is a daily struggle,”
she told The Leader/Times, “but I’m
rewarded in non-monetary ways.”
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HOPE DASHED...In the Westfield Community Player’s prodcution of Almost
Maine, Hope (Leslie Riccie, right) shows up at the doorstep of ex love Daniel (Steve
Lemenille) many decades after she was supposed to come back the next morning
to give her answer on his marriage proposal, but when his wife, Suzette, calls him
to come back into the house, she realizes that her answer came much too late.

By SUSAN SCHNITZER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Why travel to the
Arctic Circle to see the Northern
Lights (Aurora Borealis), a powerful
solar flare which is a natural phenom-
enon when you can go, locally, to
Westfield and see Almost, Maine.
Westfield Community Players (WCP)
is currently presenting John Cariani’s
Almost Maine, a fictitious town so far
north that it’s almost off the map,
which is comprised of nine short plays
that explore all aspects of love. The
original production, premiered at the
Portland Stage Company in Portland,
Maine in 2004 where it broke box
office records and garnered critical
acclaim and had a breif stint Off-
Broadway at the Daryl Roth Theatre.

Director Beatriz Esteban-Messina,
mentioned that Almost, Maine was a
proper fit for her schedule and for the
19 talented and actors. The rehearsal
schedule was rather easy as the per-
formers were able to rehearse on their
own in their small groups and then

come together for only several times
and several hours on the main stage
for basic blocking and staging. As the
heart of the matter, Ms. Esteban-
Messina’s creative touch was a touch
of red in costumes and props, for
those in love. The simplistic set takes
place, mostly, outdoors, with the ever
present Northern Lights, with trees
that turn into doors for the indoor
scenes and with minimal indoor set
pieces and props. The added in music
and lighting supplied the right touch.
There were times when there were
silences on stage which helped to tell
the story and gave the audience a
chance to think and set a nice mo-
ment.

The nine moving vignettes fill out
the program. Ginette (Jeanette Ricci)
professes her love to Pete (Sondy
Cadeau) who is too flustered to re-
spond immediately. Eventually he
does proclaim his love as he looks at
a snowball and tells her that their love
is as close as the crystals in the snow-
ball and she has to walk away for him

to see their love.
East (Lonzell Wilson) portrays a

repairman who fixes Glory’s (Judy
Wilson) slate heart – which she car-
ries in pieces in a bag. Her real heart
broke when her husband left her and
she needed a heart transplant. She
comes to Maine to look at the North-
ern Lights and finds loves with the
repairman.

Jimmy (Jeffrey Bassin) meets his
estranged ex love Sandrine (Kacey
Perinelli) at a bar during her
bachelorette party. He feels that he is
a villain for not being able to keep the
love of Sandrine. In error, he tattoos
the name VILLIAN on his forearm.
Sassy waitress Villian (Lisa D’Agati
Geerhart) adds just the right ingredi-
ent to cheer up Jimmy and the fall in
love.

Meeting in a laundromat, Marvalyn
(Alicia Hayes) accidentally hits Steve
(Peter Curley) on the head with the
ironing board. He can’t feel hurt, and
needs to refer to a list of hurtful things
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