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Masterpieces
                      for choir and organ

featuring

V I E R N E 
Solemn Organ Mass

and works by Brahms, Fauré, 
Mendelssohn, and more

TICKETS: 
$20 GENERAL 
$15 STUDENTS/SENIORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT CAS of  NJ ON THE WEB:  
www.CASOFNJ.org

- presents -

S U N D A Y  J A N U A R Y  2 5 T H 2 0 1 5

3 P M
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

140 Mountain Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

featuring

Joseph Arndt organ
Maureen Francis  soprano

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a 

partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County 

that his brother wrote out for him.
With a final blow from the ironing
board, he realizes that he can feel
both hurt and Marvalyn’s love.

Gayle (Renee Litwin) and Lendall
(John Schweska) are about to sepa-
rate because he doesn’t want to get
married. Gayle gives him back bags
of love that she gathered from Lendall
during the years. Lendall only has
one special small box of love to give
to Gayle – an engagement ring.

While several high schools cut out
the They Fell vinaigrette because of
its same-sex couple theme, the WCP
portrayed in beautifully. Best bud-
dies Chad (Lewis Decker) and Randy
(Bob Goodwin) are on a camping
trip. They both talk about their failed
relationships with women and that
they only time that they are truly
happy is when they are together doing
guy stuff.  Then they realize that they
are really falling in love with one
another.

Phil (Russ Ortiz) and Marci (Linda
Hatcher) can no longer enjoy ice skat-
ing together or anything else together.
During their conversation of whether
they should stay together or not, Marci
can’t find her other shoe. Finally, her
other shoe falls from the heavens and
she drives away, leaving Phil out in
the snow.

Hope (Leslie Riccie) shows up one
night at the doorstep of ex love Daniel
(Steve Lemenille) many decades af-
ter high school graduation. She was
supposed to come back the next morn-
ing to give her answer on his marriage
proposal. Instead, she went on with
her life – but nothing worked out. She
doesn’t recognize Daniel at first, but
when his wife, Suzette, calls him to
come back into the house, she real-
izes that her answer came much too
late.

Rhonda (Kristin Bennett) and Dave
(Victor E. Martinez) are really good
friends. Dave wants to take their rela-
tionship to the next level and gives
Rhonda a picture that she just can’t
fathom. When she finally feels love,
she sees that the picture is that of a big
red heart.

Almost Maine remains the most
produced play in Community The-
ater. Come and see it at the WCP to
discover why. It will warm up your
body and soul with the red glow of
love.

Performances continue on Fridays
and Saturdays, January 16, 17, 23 and
24 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, January 18
at 3 p.m. To reserve tickets, call (908)
232-1221, or visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.
50 percent of the ticket sales from the
Friday, January 16 performance will
benefit the Wounded Warriors Project.

Contagious Dance Workshop
Presents One Bar Closer

FLOUTISTS WANTED... “The Fluteketeers,”  members of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Flute Ensemble, performed  at Flute Choir Day
at Drew University in Madison. The Winter/Spring Session will begin on Satur-
day, January 17 and is intended for children ages 9 to 14.  For more information
or to register go to tinyurl.com/fluteketeers or contact the NJWA at (908) 789-
9696.

Liberty Hall Offers Frozen
Ball, Downton Luncheons

The Celebration Singers Hold
Auditions for Adult, Youth Choirs

Washington School Show
Tradition Continues with Shine

Cranford’s JCAS
Offers Painting Classes

CRANFORD – Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS) is set to offer two
painting classes this winter starting
the first week in February. The classes
will be in watercolor and oil painting
and both classes will be given in the
evening.

Classes will be held at the Cranford
Community Center on Walnut Av-
enue in Cranford.  JCAS is a NJ non-
profit organization. For more infor-
mation JCAS can be reached at (908)
272-3743 or jcas.org.

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University may be closed to
public tours throughout the winter
season, but will offer a full slate of
seasonal programming for all ages,
highlighted by a Frozen-themed party
for children on Saturdays, January
24, January 31 and February 7; and
a Roaring Twenties-era Downton Ab-
bey Luncheon for adults Saturdays,
January 17, February 21 and March
21.

“While Liberty Hall Museum is
closed for public tours during the
winter months, reopening April 1,
we are open for special events and
group reservations of 10 people or
more,” said Bill Schroh, Jr., Liberty
Hall’s Director of Museum Opera-
tions. “So now is a great time to grab
a group of friends and schedule a
private tour, or attend one of our
many seasonal events. We’re also
offering 40 percent off your entire
purchase at our museum store, which
remains open Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., for our very
popular ‘January Joy’ sale.”

Inspired by the Academy Award-
winning animated film Frozen, Lib-
erty Hall’s Frozen Ball on Saturday,
February 7; 2 to 4 p.m. is recom-
mended for children ages 3 through
10, and invites participants to dress
up as their favorite character from
the movie. While the museum’s first
two dates in January are currently
sold out, reservations are still avail-
able for the Frozen Ball on Saturday,
February 7. Admission is $20 for
one child and accompanying adult
(admission for all additional adults
is $5), and parents are strongly en-
couraged to call (908) 527-0400 or
email libertyhall@kean.edu as soon
as possible to reserve.

"With the incredible success of
the Disney movie Frozen, we thought
it would be fun to offer a family-

friendly event celebrating the film
during our coldest time of year,”
said Lacey Bongard, Liberty Hall’s
Coordinator of Museum Programs.
“But we certainly never expected
the overwhelming demand we’ve
experienced.  We are already offer-
ing a third date for the event, and
can't wait to see all the excited chil-
dren come out to make Frozen-
themed crafts, enjoy our hot choco-
late bar, and meet a very special
guest."

Liberty Hall Museum will also un-
veil the newest iteration of its tre-
mendously popular Downton Abbey
Luncheon on Saturday, January 17
(Noon to 3 p.m.), with additional
dates scheduled for February 21 and
March 21. A stylish buffet fit for the
Crawley family themselves, the lun-
cheon includes dessert, a selection
of red or white wine, and an intimate,
guided tour of the museum. The lun-
cheons, conceived to emulate the
tastes and atmosphere of each time
period depicted on the show, have
transitioned from evoking the
Edwardian era to the Roaring Twen-
ties.

"Liberty Hall is so excited that
Downton is back on the air, and
we’re thrilled to be offering our infa-
mous Downton Abbey Luncheons
again,” said Ms. Bongard. “To keep
up with the show, we have added
something new and fun to our lun-
cheons this year; we’ll be exploring
how dining, fashion and music have
evolved, as well as how upper-class
Americans dealt with Prohibition."

Admission for the luncheons is
$55 per person, and reservations are
required. Please call (908) 527-0400
or email libertyhall@kean.edu to re-
serve. Liberty Hall Museum’s full
event calendar can be found online
at www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

WESTFIELD – Washington El-
ementary School is proud to present
the 68th Annual School Show with
three performances on Friday, Janu-
ary 30 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January
31 at 1:30 and 7 p.m., at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark Street
in Westfield.

This year’s production, Shine,
draws from popular reality-TV con-
tests for a light-hearted and comedic
take on school cliques. The show
follows five Washington School
cliques and how they come together
under the direction of a charismatic
life coach to enter a high-stakes mu-
sic competition. Will these colorful
personalities be derailed by their dif-
ferences or will the competition bring

them together to achieve their goals
against a common rival and to win the
top prize? The show contains several
popular and contemporary songs that
are sure to have the audience dancing
and singing along with the perform-
ers. A tradition since 1948, the Wash-
ington School Show is an annual,
original production that is written,
directed, produced and, with the ex-
ception of one “teacher’s number,”
performed solely by parents.

The Show is family-friendly and
tickets are on sale now. All seats for
each performance are $13.50 and can
be purchased online from the Wash-
ington School Show web page:
www.washingtonschoolshow.com

The show is the school’s largest
fundraiser raising approximately
$30,000, which is allocated by the
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
for classroom resources, teacher
grants, school enhancements and ad-
ditional programs to enrich the edu-
cational environment for Washington
School’s 300-plus students.

WESTFIELD – Contagious Drama
teens are at it again! One Bar Closer
is an original piece created by and for
Contagious Dance Workshop’s
(CDW) talented group of acting stu-
dents. CDW is all about the creative
process and has been developing
original material for the past five
years.

The original piece, inspired by a
Prince Ea rap video, raises questions/
awareness about what our social me-
dia consumed culture is doing to real
human connection.

CDW founder, Beth Painter says
that “This is an important piece, not
only for this age group, but for every-
one.” It takes notice of how rare it is
for teens and adults to communicate
face-to-face without some sort of
mobile device, be it a lap top, iPad or
smart phone. “Working with teens is
always intriguing as they have great
insight; hearing what they have to say
about this topic, which they are so
entangled in, is astounding. I’m so

proud of them.”
There are moments throughout the

piece that everyone can relate to. This
ensemble piece is both humorous and
moving and will, no doubt, make au-
diences reflect on their own behavior.
The collection of short scenes and
monologues was created by the CDW
teens with the guidance of painter and
writer/actress Wendy Connolly. It will
be performed for one day only on
Saturday, January 24. Performances
will  be held at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. in
Westminster Hall at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield at 110 Mountain
Ave., Westfield. Tickets are $7 and
can be purchased at the door.

The Contagious Drama Workshop
offers classes for children, teens and
adults. Improvisation and theater
games are a large component in the
upcoming winter session, which be-
gins on Wednesday, January 21 and
runs for 12 weeks. For more informa-
tion visit www.contagiousdrama.com
or call (917) 836-3740.

AREA – The Celebration Singers
will be holding auditions. For both the
adults and youth choirs, auditions will
be held in the next two weeks.  Please
email jeninotemusic@gmail.com to
schedule an audition for the youth
choirs and
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com
for the adult choir.  Auditions are by
appointment only.

The Children's Choir ranges in age
from 9 to 13 years; the Middle C's is
comprised of experienced choral sing-
ers ages 13 and up (male changed voices
in eighth grade and up; female voices
ninth grade and up).  The Youth Choirs
offer a place where children and ado-
lescents can learn and hone musical
skills, experience various styles of mu-
sic, and perform with a wide range of
ages. Rehearsals for both Youth Choirs
is Tuesday evenings: Children's Choir
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Middle C's 7:45 to
8:45 p.m. The Adult Choir welcomes

singers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal ranges
to audition. The ability to read music is
a plus but not a requirement as is prior
choral experience. Rehearsals are on
Tuesday evenings from 8 to 10 p.m.

Currently there are members repre-
senting eight different counties through-
out New Jersey, and also members trav-
elling from New York to sing with us.
The Celebration Singers perform many
musical genres from Classical to Broad-
way, from Pop and Jazz to Gospel.
Started in 1938 as the ESSO Choristers,
The Celebration Singers have enjoyed
a busy and interesting 75 year journey.
Highlights included singing at the
World’s Fair in 1962, at Chicago Sym-
phony Hall, at the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C., and three times at
Carnegie Hall. As if that wasn’t enough,
they also toured Austria, Germany, and
Prague during the summer of 2008, and
England and Scotland during the sum-
mer of 2011.

Funding for the Celebration Singers
is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs. For
more information, please visit our
website at celebration-singers.org, or
email us at
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com.
You may also leave a phone message at
(908) 552-4656.

Mystic Vision Announces
Auditions for Dreamgirls

Audition for #bookedit: A
Cabaret/Show Experience

 LINDEN – The Board of Directors
of Mystic Vision Players is pleased to
announce auditions for their upcom-
ing production of Dreamgirls the
March show in their 2015 season, to
be performed at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway.
Auditions will be held on Tuesday,
January 13 and Wednesday, January
14 at the Linden Democratic Club at
the corner of Wood Ave and Liberty St.
in Linden at 7 p.m. Callbacks will be
Saturday, January 17 by invitation only.

Dreamgirls, a groundbreaking
musical, loosely based on the career
of The Supremes, takes you to a revo-
lutionary time in American music his-
tory when rhythm and blues blended
with other styles of popular music
and created a new American sound—
Motown. In the ‘60s, three friends
form The Dreamettes and get their
big break at an amateur competition,
and begin singing backup vocals for a
major star. As their own fame grows,
however, things begin to spin out of
control when their agent’s business
maneuvers trump their friendship, and
fortune and success take them down a
path of heartbreak and turmoil. Over
two decades The Dreams, as they
become known, learn hard lessons
about love, trust and the changing
tastes of the American public. Fol-
lowing the behind-the-scenes reality
of the entertainment industry,
Dreamgirls shows us the highs and
lows that come with fame, greed and
misguided loyalties, and the need for
defining what is important in follow-
ing one’s dreams.

The Production Team is looking to
cast a diverse group of men and

women (including African American,
Caucasian and multicultural; late teens
welcome) in a variety of character
and ensemble roles.

Auditioners should prepare 16 bars
that best demonstrate their vocal range
and are in the style of the show:
Motown, 60’s R&B, disco and Broad-
way are all encouraged. An audition
pianist will be provided; please bring
sheet music in the correct key. Those
interested should also come dressed
for a dance/movement audition.

All roles are open and not pre-cast.
All roles are unpaid and volunteer.

Rehearsals will be three to four
times per week including Saturdays;
performance dates are March 6 to 8,
13 and 14 at 8 p.m. and March 15 at
3 p.m.

The show will be Directed by
Bobby Devarona and Howard
Whitmore, Choreography by Michael
Miguel, Music Direction by Jarred
Lee and Production by Rita Greco
and Howard Whitmore. For more
detailed information, including char-
acter descriptions, please visit http://
www.mysticvisionplayers.com/
page0006.html.

Mystic Vision Players, created in
1992,  is the resident theatre company
of the Linden Cultural & Heritage
Committee and has consistently re-
ceived critical & audience acclaim
and nominations as "Outstanding" in
areas of Choreography, Acting, Mu-
sic, and Overall Productions by the
NJ Association of Community The-
aters. They are most recently recog-
nized for their production of Rent the
musical, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center.

CRANFORD – Picture this: You
are an actor, singer, dancer audition-
ing for your dream part. What would
you pick as a monologue? What would
you sing? What would you choreo-
graph? This is the premise of #bookedit
: A Cabaret/Show Experience.

The Cranford Dramatic Club
(CDC) is holidng auditions for ac-
tors, singers, and dancers of any age.
Auditioners can prepare for more than
one of the catagories.

Singers should prepare two 32 bar
cuts of both an “Audition” song and
“Showtime” song. We have an exten-
sive music library if you need sheet
music to a song please email
vanantwerpa1@gmail.com prior to
auditioning.

Actors should prepare two two-
minute monologues/scenes of both

an “Audition” and a “Showtime”.  If
a scene requires multiple people you
may audition with multiple people.

There will be a dance audition at
both audition nights for participants
to come and be a dancer in both the
“Audition” and “Showtime”.

If you would like to submit to cho-
reograph in both the “Audition” and
“Showtime” sections, please submit
a resume and/or reel to
vanantwerpa1@gmail.com. You will
be notified and asked to come moni-
tor auditions/create combinations.

Auditions will be held at CDC, 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford on Sun-
day, January 18 and Tuesday, January
20 at 7:30 p.m. Performance is
planned for Saturday, March 28

For more information please con-
tact vanantwerpa1@gmail.com.

Celebration Singers
Host Night of Cabaret
UNION – The Celebration Singers

will host a cabaret nights on Friday,
January 16 and Saturday, January 17
at 8 p.m. at Columbian Hall, 1034
Jeanette Ave., Union.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $18
for seniors.  Full tables can also be
purchased.

For ticket reservations, please visit
www.celebrat ion-singers .org/
Tickets.aspx or call (908) 522-4656.

VSA NJ Fall Workshops
For Children with Autism

NEW BRUNSWICK – VSA New
Jersey announces spring program of-
ferings for children with autism ages
three to 21 and their family mem-
bers.  Now in its 32nd year, the
Parent/Child Workshops in the Arts
for Children with Autism is a signa-
ture program of VSA New Jersey.
Through participation in weekly
workshops in the visual and per-
forming arts, young people will en-
hance their understanding and ap-
preciation of the arts while develop-
ing skills essential for academic and
personal growth. The family arts ex-
perience offers unique opportunities
to engage children, siblings, and par-
ents in enjoyable and enriching ac-
tivities that will support communi-
cation and interaction in the work-
shop setting and at home.

The Parent/Child Workshops in

the Arts for Children with Autism or
Autistic Behaviors is offered on Sat-
urdays, February 7 through April 11
in New Brunswick from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.  Each 10-week workshop
meets for one hour per week.

Founded in 1978, VSA New Jer-
sey is dedicated to promoting the
creative power of people with dis-
abilities.

There is a $50 registration fee for
families who receive class place-
ment in this program.   Fee waivers
are available upon request.  For in-
formation and registration applica-
tions, contact VSA New Jersey, 703
Jersey Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ
08901, (732) 745-3885, (732) 745-
3913 TTY or info@vsanj.org.  Visit
VSA New Jersey online at
www.vsanj.org.  The application
deadline is Friday, January 23.
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