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Raider Grapplers Dominate
Plainfield Cardinals, 56-16

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team took care of
business with a 56-16 victory over
Plainfield on January 7 in Scotch
Plains. The Raiders got big victories
from senior Alex Mirabella and Chris-
topher McMahon and dominated the
lower weight classes on their way to
an easy win over the Cardinals. On a
night when Head Coach Thomas
Gavor went deep into his lineup, the
Raiders still managed to take 10 of
the 14 match-ups.

“This was a good night for us,” said
Gavor. “We got a particularly strong
showing in our lower weight classes.
We had a lot of kids out there wres-
tling varsity for the first time and they
did a nice job for us.”

Among those making their debuts
for the Raiders were Christian
Novello, Jacob Perone and William
Benavides, all of whom came up vic-
torious in their matches. Wrestling at
106 pounds, Novello won via fall at
0:48 over Kevin Jagmohan. Perone
followed that up with a fall over Peter
Pratts at 0:44. The quick victories by
Novello and Perone were part of a run

of six straight victories, four that came
via falls. It was a sequence in which
the Raiders gained 36 points.

“Again, we had a lot of young guys
out there wrestling under the lights
for the first time and they all did
well,” said Gavor. “But our veterans
did great work as well. Alex Mirabella
is having a very strong year to this
point and he did a nice job tonight in
his match. We were hoping to get him
matched up with their really strong
182 pounder, Rohan Phillip, but it
didn’t work out that way. Then we got
a really surprisingly good effort from
Christopher McMahon at 220 pounds.
He got a major tonight in a real blood-
bath.”

Wrestling at 195 pounds, Mirabella
earned a fall over Kevin Muz at 2:34.
Mirabella was in complete control
throughout the match, wrestling very
methodically before finishing his
opponent.

“I felt like I did a good job out
there,” said Mirabella now 10-1 for
the season. “I relied on some simple
moves, went for a few headlocks,
which I don’t usually do. I would
have liked to have gotten a takedown,
but I’m happy with the win. I’ve got
improve when I’m on my feet.”

McMahon followed with a 14-4
major decision over Kaseam Brown.
The match, though dominated by
McMahon, gathered steam after
Brown scored on a throw midway
through the final period. McMahon
charged back at Brown and controlled
the remainder of the bout.

“I gained the early lead until he
threw me,” said McMahon. “I need to
make sure I’m focused at all times in
a match. I’ve got to anticipate the

shots that are coming when guys are
desperate late in a match. My goal is
to make it to the Regions this year.”

The victories by Mirabella and
McMahon came on the heels of
Plainfield’s Rohan Phillip scoring a
technical fall over Frank DiNizo in
the opening match at 182 pounds.
After Plainfield’s Antwan Wilson
scored a 10-6 decision over Karl Wil-
liams, the overall score stood at 10-8
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood. From
there the Raiders applied the ham-
mer.

Novello and Perone added 12 points
to the Raider lead with falls at 106
and 113 pounds. Then Jashmar
Philippe and Jack Cannon did like-
wise at 120 and 126 pounds. Philippe
scored a fall over Luis Sevilla in 0:19
and Cannon defeated Terrell Germany
via fall at 1:11.

After Guilliame Hardin earned a
forfeit victory at 132 pounds for the
Raiders, Benavides continued the run
of wins when Plainfield’s Michael
Mendez retired due to injury at 138
pounds.

Plainfield finally ended the stretch
of six straight losses when Abu Bakar
Mendheim defeated Zachary
Fleischman, 7-0, at 145 pounds.
Raider Jeff Lieblich added six points
when he was awarded a forfeit at 152
pounds. Cardinal Neojoe Lughas
earned a 19-3 technical fall victory
over Brandon Miguelino (Scotch
Plains) at 160 pounds. Raider Julio
Devia finished off the night with a
win by scoring a 12-2 major decision
over Elijah Edwards.

The victory evened up the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood record at 4-4 on the
season. Plainfield fell to 1-5.

REFRESHMENTS!
DOOR PRIZES!

$500 AMEX GIFT CARD
LEASING BONUS! 

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the 

focus on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with a $500 Amex gift card 

when you sign a one-year lease during Open House Weekend!*

*Gift is awarded for one-year leases signed between Jan. 24 and Jan. 25 only.

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Sat., Jan. 24 & Sun., Jan. 25 | Noon – 4 p.m.
OPEN HOUSE!
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560 1st Street— Westfield 

This charming, move-in ready, Westfield Colonial offers a great location 

within close proximity to schools, town, and NYC transportation. A for-

mal living room features a fireplace with brick mantle open to the dining 

room with sliders to access the yard. Bright kitchen with great cabinet 

space. On the second floor you will find 3 bedrooms and the main hall 

bath. The basement offers a finished recreation room, laundry area, and 

a second full bath. Additional features include: 2 car detached garage, 

hardwood floors, and many upgrades throughout! Don't miss this oppor-

tunity to purchase your very own piece of Westfield! Priced at $479,000

time with just seconds remaining.
“I was just trying to do what I could

to help our team win,” Gozdieski said.
Blue Devil Devin Anderson also

knew what the score was. Get more
bonus points! Anderson scored three
double-leg takedowns on Rasheem
Paige then finally settled him with a
pin in 4:23 at 170-lbs.

“Coach always said, ‘try to men-
tally break your opponent and then
it’s easier to take him down,’ so I just
tried to mentally break him. I noticed
that he was mentally broken, so I kept
piling on the takedowns to try to get
team points,” Anderson said.

The pin came when Anderson
turned Paige to his back using a wrist/
half nelson combination.

“It was a wrist-and-a-half. Coach
teaches us that well in the room. That’s

one of my favorite moves,” Anderson
said. “I think I am improving, but
there’s always room for improvement.
Got to keep working hard in the wres-
tling room.”

Rahway’s Evan Goodridge re-
ceived a forfeit at 182-lbs then at 195-
lbs, Blue Devil Phil Ricca had to pull
one out of the fire when he got caught
in a five-point Peterson Roll by Adrian
Najur but battled back to add a late
double-leg takedown and a three-
point nearfall to snatch a 9-7 victory.

At 220-lbs, Blue Devil Cotter
Spurlock used his football aggres-
siveness to get a double-leg takedown
and a duck-under takedown on Justin
Drake. He then topped it off with an
old-fashioned tackle takedown to
seize a 7-3 victory.

Rahway heavyweight Will Lopez

received a forfeit then at 106-lbs,
Indian Sabri Murray got a reversal
and a nearfall in the final seconds to
sting Chris Hoerle, 4-1. At 113-lbs,
Blue Devil Zach Rabinowitz tried his
best to turn Rony Rutere with a power
half but wound up on the short side of
a 6-4 decision. Rahway’s Antonio
Santoni received a forfeit at 120-lbs
then Blue Devil John Fuller tallied
five takedowns and an escape before
pinning Mike Elliott with an arm bar/
wrist combination in 5:23 at 126-lbs.

“I got a lot of rookies. I got a lot of
guys who worked hard over the sum-
mer,” Rahway Head Coach Fred
Stueber said. “My 220-pounder is a
two-year wrestler, my 170-pounder
had a great record last year, and both
of them have great records right now.
Their 220-pounder wrestler wrestled
really well. Last year, he beat
Spurlock, and this year he beat us, so
he’s going to have to hone up a little
bit and try to be ready.

“There were definitely some ups
and downs in this match. The team
that wanted it more won. We had
some very impressive efforts, but in
order for this team to win, we are
going to need everybody on the same
page. Right now we don’t have that. It
was not the fact that we lost but more
the way that we lost. We are still not
doing the things that is going to make
us Westfield wrestlers. We have kids
who still haven’t bought in to that
style. We have kids who are content
to be winning by three or five. We
have kids who are content to lose by
one or two. Whatever we put on the
mat, 11 or 12 kids, we need every kid
to light up the scoreboard,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Jefferson (R) p Hoerle, 1:47
138: — Philippe (R) d Dente, 5-1
145: — Winters (R) p K. Miller, 3:01
152: — J. Miller (W) md Campbell, 15-5
160: — Gozdieski (W) md Abdor-
Rahman, 12-4
170: — Anderson (W) p Paige, 4:23
182: — Goodridge (R) won forfeit
195: — Ricca (W) d Najur, 9-7
220: — Spurlock (W) d Drake, 7-3
Hwt: — Lopez (R) won forfeit
106: — Murray (R) d Hoerle, 4-1
113: — Rutere (R) d Rabinowitz, 6-4
120: — Santoni (R) won forfeit
126: — Fuller (W) p Elliott, 5:23

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT HIS ALL..Blue Devil Zach Rabinowitz, right, gives it everything he has to try to turn Indian Rony Rutere to
his back in the 113-lb bout. Rutere hung onto a 6-4 decision.
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Westfield’s Leading Real Estate Team 
Barbara Callahan and John Aslanian

WWW.CALLAHAN-ASLANIAN.COM

WWestfield’s Leading Real Estatte

����������	
����������
����������
��������������

���	������� ��� ������� �

��� 	�
����
������� ����

��������� �����

�� ��

��� ���� ��	�
�� �������

�

�� ���� ������� �

�� �
��� �� ������ �������

�������� �������	�������� 
������� �
� �� � ����� 
!� ����

����"��	���#����������������	������	����������������

	
������� ����   � �������	�� �� ����� �� �� 	�����

������� ��	��� ���� ������ ����
���� $������ �

��


����

%�������&������	%�������������
���
���������

������ 
��
�������� !
�� 
������ ��������
���

'
��������� ���� ����� ������ �� �� ������ (�����

)���

�����������!���������������		���
������
����

�����������
!!�������������	�����
���

�������������

���� ��
� �
����� ������ ���� �������!��� �
��� ��
�

��� �� �	
��� ��

�� ����� ��
� ������ ����

��� ���


!��	���������!�����������

             Stunning Scotch Plains Ranch

$569,000.

brokerbmc@aol.com
908-447-1806         

John.Aslanian@cbmoves.com
908-347-2042                  

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
  209 Central Avenue Westfield 908-233-5555

Raider Wrestlers Win Two,
Drop One in Quad Meet

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team upped its
record to 7-6 with a 78-0 victory over
Christ the King Prep and a 53-18
triumph over New Milford before
falling to Parsippany, 50-22, on Janu-
ary 10. Jaylen Bryant, Tommy
Cunningham, JT Beirne and Brian
Lapham each won both bouts that
they entered.

Against Christ the King Prep, Raid-
ers Christopher McMahon (220), JT
Webb (285), Christian Novello (106),
Guilliame Hardin (138), Declan
Cassidy (145), Zach Fleischman

(160), Anthony DiNizo (170) and
Frank DiNizo (182) won via fall. Jeff
Lieblich (152) won by injury default,
while Jacob Perone (113), Jack Can-
non (120), John Koch (126) and Nick
Palazzolo (132) won by forfeit.

Bryant (182) and Alex Mirabella
(195) began the match with New
Milford swiftly with pins in less than
a minute. McMahon dropped a 4-2
decision at 220 then Webb won by
fall at 285. Novello eked out a 10-8
decision at 106. Nadin Korkmaz won
by forfeit at 113 and Cannon recorded
a 3:52 pin at 120.

Raider Jashmar Philippe dropped a
3-1 decision at 126, Cunningham
(132) won by pin, Beirne (138) re-
corded a 4-0 decision and Lapham
(145) grabbed a 15-0, tech fall. Raider
Brandon Miguelino (170) received a
forfeit.

Parsippany proved to be much more
difficult, winning nine of the 14 bouts,
recording six pins, a tech fall and a
major decision.
Parsippany 50 SPF 22.00
220: Carlos Huaman (P) p Williams,
4:20
285: Abdul Homsi (P) p Webb, 1:36
106: PJ Gohn (P) p Justin Sidebottom,
1:52
113: Kevin Jones (P) tf Korkmaz, 20-3
120: Chris Gentile (P) p Cannon, 3:27
126: Philippe (S) d Brandon Leibfred,
6-3
132: Stephen Persaud (P) tf  Palazzolo,
16-0
138: Cunningham (S) p Chris Lupo,
0:30
145: Beirne (S) d Brandon Jones, 9-2
152: Lapham (S)md Steven Giambrone,
14-5
160: Michael Ilic (P) p Sam Wustefeld,
0:13
170: Aarin Feliz (P) p Miguelino, 2:40
182: Bryant (S) over Nigel Feliz, Inj.
[time]
195: Andrew Massefski (P) md
Mirabella, 9-0

Ramos Sinks 57 Points,
Sets SPF Hoops Record

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School senior Leo Ramos established
a new school record when he put in
57 points in a 107-105, triple over-
time Raider victory over the Roselle
Rams at Roselle on January 8. Ramos,
who hit a pair of 3-pointers during the
game, sank a pair of free throws with
seconds remaining in the third over-
time to clinch the win.

Both teams were knotted 74-74 at
the end of regulation. Raider Dan
Balico netted 17 points, Marquel Tay-
lor and Chris Lisojo (three 3-point-
ers) each had nine points, Aaron Lee
had seven points, Emendo Thomas
sank six and Dan Lopez added four
points. Jason Frometa pumped in 31
points for the Rams, while Isaiah
Matthews had 26.
SP 22 16 22 14 16 10 7 107
Ro 19 22 16 17 16 10 5 105

RP Panther Matmen
Top Blue Devils, 50-18

The Roselle Park High School
wrestling team won six head-to-head
bouts and received four forfeits to
defeat the Blue Devils, 50-18, in
Westfield on January 9.

John Fuller got things started for
the Blue Devils with a 1:26 pin of
Fabian Dedie at 126-lbs then the
Panthers claimed the first of four
straight victories when Mike
Figueredo won a 12-3, majority de-
cision over Danny Hoerle at 132-
lbs. Andy Santamaria claimed a 9-0,
majority decision over Alan Dente
at 138-lbs then Josh Gergich re-
ceived a forfeit at 145-lbs. Jack
Miller came up with the Blue Dev-
ils’ second victory when he edged
Dave Forstenhauser, 1-0, at 152-
lbs.

Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski
stopped Joe Devito, 4-0, at 160-lbs
then Panther Brad Carle beat Devin
Anderson, 3-0, at 170-lbs. At 182-
lbs, Panther Carry Mimy won by
forfeit then Will ferdinando pinned
Phil Ricca in 1:38 at 195-lbs. Cotter
Spurlock got the Blue Devils’ final
victory when he pinned Sebastian
Leo in 1:38 at 220-lbs. Tyler Loneker
(heavyweight) and Josh Mejia (120-
lbs) received forfeits. Chris Gural
pinned Chris Hoerle in 55 seconds
at 106-lbs and Jon Mejia decisioned
Zach Rabinowitz at 113-lbs.

Blue Devil Cagers Bag
Lady Cardinals, 58-29
Nine Blue Devils got into the scor-

ing act as the Westfield High School
girls basketball team overwhelmed
the Plainfield Cardinals, 58-29, in
Westfield on January 6. Senior Jackie
Knapp led the scoring with 12 points,
while adding six assists and four
steals. Senior Lil Scott hit 11 points
and added seven assists and three
rebounds.

Amalia Montes netted six points
and nine rebounds, Shannon Devitt
had eight points, two blocks and five
rebounds and Jamie Miller had three
points and two rebounds. Abby
Demers put up four points and added
two assists. Grace Elliott sank five
points as did Hannah Liddy, who also
had a pair of rebounds. Olivia Luzzi
had four points and three rebounds,
and Danielle Rinaldi had two assists.
Janeia Simmons led the Cardinals
with eight points and Asia Hill added
six points.
Plainfield   3   5 10 11 29
Westfield 24 10 15   9 58


