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RAMOS STRIKES FOR 28 POINTS, LEE NETS 10 POINTS

Linden Streaks Past Raiders
In Boys Hoops Action, 97-65

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team likes to
come at the opposition in waves. But
against the state power Linden Ti-
gers, the Raider boys were swept
away by a 97-65 tsunami on January
6, leaving little doubt why they are
recognized as one of the very top
public schools in the state.

“Playing in the county and confer-
ence that we do, we are going to face
teams that are extremely athletic,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“That helps us get better of course,
but when you are playing against
some of the best teams around your
weaknesses are going to be exposed.”

That is for sure. Doherty entered

the 2014-15 season knowing that his
team would have to utilize quickness,
hustle and flawless execution in or-
der to overcome a lack of overall size.
Doherty reaches deep into his bench
in an effort to wear down opponents
with a rotation of fresh players. But
against Linden, that strategy can only
take you so far. In this case, halftime
was about it.

“We knew that they (Scotch Plains)
like to run a transition game,” said
Linden senior guard Josh Carter. “But
that is our thing. We love to play
transition. We felt like any team that
tries to run with us is going to come
out on the wrong side of it. We also
knew we had an advantage inside so
we just kept playing hard and crash-
ing the boards against them.”

Scotch Plains scored 22 points in
the first quarter, a pretty impressive
number. But Linden scored 29. The
Tigers gradually began to extend their
lead in the second quarter fueled
largely by a relentless transition game
with Carter and Otis Livingston driv-
ing in for lay-ups or cutting in behind

defenders for open passes and con-
verting easy inside baskets.

Linden’s burly center Quinton
Dixon killed the Raiders on the
backboard with second chance put
backs. If that was not enough, Dixon
would often step outside and rain
three point bombs over the head of
the Raider defense. Despite running a
pretty good looking offense, the Raid-
ers found themselves trailing, 53-37,
by halftime.

“Linden is actually a pretty guard
oriented team,” said Doherty. “They
like to run transition game. Their big
guy (Dixon) can hurt you inside then
step outside and kill you with three
pointers. It is a tough assignment to
beat Linden. They are ranked that
high for a reason.”

It did not take long for Linden to
put away any thoughts of a rally com-
ing out of the break. The Tigers scored
16 straight points over the first four
and a half minutes of the third quarter
to extend to a 71-39 lead.

“The run right at the start of the
third quarter is what turned the game
completely in their favor,” said
Doherty. “No question about it. They
scored I think, eighteen unanswered
points in the first four minutes or so of
the third quarter.”

The combination of Dixon (22 points,
9 rebounds), Carter (21 points, 6 steals)
and Livingston (14 points, 8 assists)
proved to be too much for Scotch Plains,
which could do little more than trade
baskets the rest of the way.

“They took it to us in transition,”
said senior Emendo Thomas. “They
were also beating us on the boards
too. We’ve got to do a better job off
the glass. They got way too many
second and third shot attempts in-
side.”

Senior guard Leo Ramos, who
scored 28 points, tops among all play-

ers, led the Raiders yet again. Ramos
sank 10 free throws during the game.
Aaron Lee added 10 points. Christian
Lisojo chipped in seven points,
Marquel Taylor sank five points, while
Dan Lopez and Cobi Silverstein each
added four points..

The victory improved Linden to 6-
2 on the season. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood dropped to 1-5.

“From our perspective, in order to
get better, we’ve got to play better
defense,” said Doherty. “There were
times when we dropped players on
back cuts and a team like Linden
doesn’t need any help from us to
score baskets. Moving forward, we
have to tighten that up.”
Linden 29 24 22 22 97
Sc Pl-Fanwood 22 15 10 18 65

GOZDIESKI WINS MAJOR DECISION, ANDERSON PINS

Rahway Indians Roll; Chill
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 39-26

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points were a must if the
Westfield High School wrestling team
wanted to overcome a three-forfeit
deficit, but even though some bonus
points were gathered, it was not
enough in a 39-26 defeat to the
Rahway Indians in Westfield on Janu-
ary 7. The 5-1 Indians, who jumped
to a 15-0 team lead, added five face-
to-face victories to their three forfeits
to prevail.

Beginning at 132-lbs, Rahway’s
Devin Jefferson scooped a pair of
takedowns and added a far-arm cork-
screw before pinning Danny Hoerle

in 1:47. At 138-lbs, Indian Lovensky
Philippe had a pair of takedowns and
an escape to decision Al Dente, 5-1,
then at 1:45-lbs, David Winters
clamped Kevin Miller in a cradle at
3:01 to give the Indians a 15-0 lead.

In an effort to gain ground, Blue
Devil Jack Miller amassed seven
takedowns and an escape to grab a
15-5, majority decision over Matt
Campbell at 152-lbs.

At 160-lbs, Blue Devil Jarek
Gozdieski warded off several
takedown attempts by Majid Abdor-
Rahman in the first period and even
got one himself on a slick duck-un-
der. He added an ankle pick takedown,

an escape and a side single takedown
in the second period then set up two
more takedowns and an escape to
claim a 12-4, major decision.

“I kept wearing him down, trying
to break him. Every time I could, I
tried to snap his head down, should
have done a little better job in the
beginning. I wasn’t wrestling my
match, but then I found my match and
was able to break him and get the
major,” Gozdieski explained.

That major would not have hap-
pened if Gozdieski, in the waning
seconds had not let Rahman escape
so he could take him down one more

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG EVENING OFFENSIVELY...Raider Leo Ramos, No. 15, scored 28 points against the Linden Tigers on January 6 then
two days later in a 107-105, triple overtime win over Roselle, he set an SPF record with 57 points. See page 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SITTING OUT TO ESCAPE...Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski uses a sitout to escape the grasp of Rahway’s Majid Abdor-
Rahman in his 160-lb bout. Gozdieski claimed a 12-4, majority decision over Abdor-Rahmad.

More photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Westfield...This luxury townhome on Carleton Rd is just the solution
for the executive commuter who is seeking a large brand new residence
with a quick commute to Manhattan. It offers 3-4 Bedrooms and 4 1/2
Baths throughout 4 beautifully finished floors of living space. It is
conveniently located to Downtown Westfield and train station. Visit my
website, NJTopHomes.com, to view the online floor plan, additional
photos and more information. Offered at $789,000.

Scotch Plains...This mint condition townhome is located in
Southwyck. It boasts 2 large bedrooms with generous closet space
and 2.5 baths. A stately master bedroom includes a third floor loft
with skylight. It has a family room with Fireplace. Some additional
features of this home are updated interior doors, an oak bannister,
gas furnace, CAC compressor, updated electrical ser vice, recess
lighting in Living Room, Kitchen and Family Room and a paver patio
Offered at $279,000.

Westfield...This spectacular 5 Bedroom, 5 1/2 Bath Colonial has a beautiful
Eat in Kitchen with custom cabinetry & granite counters that make cooking
gourmet meals a breeze! The expansive 2 story Great Room has a fireplace
and floor to ceiling windows that add to the dramatic flare of this breathtaking
room. The Master Bedroom Suite has a luxurious Bathroom, 2 fireplaces and
a huge 13 x 13 walk in closet, making it a tranquil escape from the inclement
weather this time of year! It’s an exceptional home! List Price: $1,795,000.

Scotch Plains...This house is truly one of a kind! Built in 2004 this
impeccably maintained 5 Bedroom, 5 1/2 Bath Center Hall Colonial is
situated on .65 of an acre on a quiet cul-de-sac. The first floor boasts 9 foot
ceilings, an expansive Eat in Kitchen & a Family Room with gas fireplace &
Bose surround sound. There are Laundry Rooms located on both the first
& second floors. The basement is an athlete’s dream! It’s an amazing sports
center that contains an Exercise Room, an "Endless Pool" and a “Ninja
Training Court”. You have to see it to believe it! Listing Price: $1,195,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 1/18/15 • 1-4 pm
24 Barchester Way
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