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Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off Cougars’ Comeback
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Many people in town are unaware
of the many great sports traditions at
Westfield High School. And I was
one of them once.

When taking safe driving in the
early ’60s, I had no idea that the
crusty, grumpy, ornery old man in the
front seat with the baseball cap pulled
down low was Joe Freeman, who had
been a legendary football coach at
WHS in the 1940s.

Walk along Elm Street between
Broad Street and the train station and
there are very few stores or busi-
nesses that haven’t changed hands
multiple times over the past decades.
They come, and they go. Change is
inevitable. People forget.

Back in the 1960s and ’70s,
Westfield produced a steady stream
of championship-caliber divers. Ac-
tually it was more of a tsunami than a
stream. But if any of those divers
returned to the Rooke or Wallace pools
today with their kids or grandkids,
they would find little, if any, proof of
what they’d accomplished.

Gone are the 1-meter boards. The
3-meter tower has been removed. The
floors have been retiled and have no
trace of anything diving-related re-
mains. The great WHS diving dy-
nasty is like the great Inca or Maya
empires of long ago. All the great
monuments, cities and roads that they
built, the incredible civilization they
created, has been swallowed up by
the jungles of Central America. They
have been basically expunged from
the history books. At one time they
were the leaders of the world. Now,
they’ve disappeared forever.

The only mention of diving in
Wallace Pool these days is on the
record boards, where Matt Frawley,
Kirsten Conover and Mary Beth
Dervin still hold school records. But
WHS hasn’t had any divers for al-
most a decade.

Diving still holds a state champi-
onship, but it’s mostly South Jersey
kids. The last WHS boy diver entered
was Jesse Hershkowitz, back in 1997
(before he was known as the rapper
Urbalist).

It’s nothing like the 1960s and ’70s,
when WHS divers – under the direc-
tion of coach Bill Cant from 1957
until 1972 – were the most dominat-
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As a Diving Coach,
Bill Cant Was a ‘10’

ing group in state history.
Cant, a decorated diver at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, came to the
Westfield “Y” after eight years coach-
ing the Vesper Swim Team in Phila-
delphia. Within three years his protégés
were winning county and state titles. It
started in 1960, when Rick Wells won
county and state championships. The
following year saw Bob Schreck cap-
ture the county title and finish second
at states. And things really took off
when Cant’s age-group program
started to reach full bloom in 1963.
That’s when Steve McCoy and Terry
Gass first entered the halls of WHS.
For the next 20 years, WHS was the
Mecca of diving – in New Jersey and
the eastern United States.

Chronologically the WHS divers
included (and apologies to anybody
who is overlooked):

Pete Wilday ’58 … Jack Smart ’59
… Rick Wells ’60 … Bob Schreck
’61 … Steve McCoy ’65 … Terry

Gass ’65 … Jeff Schaub ’66 …
Muscoe (Gibby) Gibson ’66 … Bruce
McLay ’67 … Mike Ward ’67 … Don
Mutz ’68 … Eric van Leuven ’70 …
Morgan Harrison ’70 … Hamilton
Riddle ’71 … Bruce Cant ’72 …
Steve Tourtellotte ’73 … Glenn
Buttermore ’74 … Chab Betz ’75 …
Steve Schramm ’76 … John Krakora
’77 … Ron Posyton ’78 … Tim
Coumbe ’78 … Mike Smith ’79 …
Doug Brugger ’81 …

McCoy and Mutz were three-time
All-Americans, Schramm twice made
all-American, and Krakora and
Posyton also were All-Americans.
Many others narrowly missed.

It’s hard to put into words exactly
how totally dominating these guys
were. Bob Clotworthy, of course, had
set the standard for New Jersey div-
ing, winning three state titles at WHS
(1947-49), capturing multiple AAU
indoor and outdoor titles at Ohio State
University, and capping his career off
with a pair of Olympic medals – a
bronze at Helsinki in 1952, and a gold
at Melbourne in 1956. Ken Welch
was a state champion in 1950.

Clotworthy and Welch may have
created some interest in diving, but it
was Cant’s arrival in 1957 that set
things off. Westfield became a place
where parents moved so their children
could dive under Cant’s tutelage.

“We moved to Westfield from New
Mexico in 1962 when my dad got
transferred, and among his criteria
for selecting Westfield was the repu-
tation of Bill Cant and the Westfield
diving team he had created,” said
Bruce McLay (’67), who won a
YMCA national 3-meter title as a
senior. “There were other factors, in-
cluding the proximity to the labs at
Murray Hill and the Westfield school
system. But if it weren’t for Bill, we
could’ve ended up in Berkeley
Heights or Summit.”

Here is a breakdown of the 20 years
of championships:

Union County: Wells (1960),
Schreck (1961), McCoy (1963-64),
Ward (1965, 1967), Schaub (1966),
Mutz (1968), Van Leuven (1969),
Cant (1971-72), Tourtellotte (1973),
Schramm (1974-76), Posyton (1977-
78), Smith (1979).

Easterns: McCoy (1965), Schaub
(1966), Mutz (1967), Schramm
(1975-76), Posyton (1977-78).

States: Wells (1960), McCoy (1963,
1965), Mutz (1966-68), Riddle
(1970), Schramm (1974-76), Krakora
(1977), Posyton (1978).

That’s 18 county, 7 Easterns and 12
state champions. And there were nu-
merous times that WHS divers were
also second, third, etc.

When people discuss the great ath-
letic events in Westfield history, they
tend to bring up the football team’s
48-game unbeaten streak; the crowd
of over 30,000 at Giants Stadium for
the 1977 playoff victory over

Barringer; the two Championship of
Americas victories at the Penn Re-
lays; the Olympic medals won by
Clotworthy and wrestler Chris
Campbell; the one-and-only state
Group 4 basketball title in 1972; the
many great tennis victories over the
years; the baseball team being ranked
in the top 10 nationally; the girls
swim team going 5+ years without a
dual meet loss; Adam Bergo becom-
ing the first WHS high jumper to
clear the 7-foot barrier; the time Smitty
Lanning outdueled Rahway’s Tom
Hoagland, striking out 21 in 10 in-
nings ... the list goes go on and on.
There are so many magic moments
that it’s easy to forget some of them.

But any discussion of WHS’s great
sports moments has to include Feb.
26, 1965. That Friday afternoon, Cant
took four divers – McCoy, Gass, Ward
and Schaub – to compete in the East-
ern Interscholastics at the
Lawrenceville School. They were up

against the best divers from Long
Island, New York City, upstate New
York, New England, the Philadelphia
suburbs, the Mid-Atlantic states and
beyond.

When the evening’s twists, tucks,
somersaults and back dives were done
and the degrees of difficulty numbers
tabulated, Cant’s divers could.
McCoy, Gass, Ward and Schaub had
finished first, second, third and fourth.
It was a sweep of epic proportions,
given the level of competition. In
fact, that foursome’s point total was
enough that the swim team bus
could’ve had a flat tire or gotten lost
on Saturday morning and WHS still
would’ve won the most prestigious
high school meet in the country. (Note:
the following year Schaub, McLay
and Mutz finished 1-2-4.)

Cant moved to Texas in 1972, after
his son Bruce – a tough 135-pound
cornerback in football who also was
a two-time Union County diving
champion – graduated from WHS.
But he couldn’t shake the coaching
bug and was soon working with divers
in the Houston area.

These days Cant is in his 90s and in
failing health, according to McCoy,
McLay and Mutz, who visited him
two summers ago and have stayed in
close touch over the years.

If he were coaching today Bill Cant
would be a rich man as a private or
club coach. Back then he made very
little money coaching, but that wasn’t
why he coached. For 12 months a
year he was always there at the Y with
his divers, in the morning before he
went to work, and at night after he
came home from his job.

It is a fact, not sacrilege, to say that
Bill Cant was to diving what Gary
Kehler was to wrestling. Each put
Westfield on New Jersey’s athletic
map in their sport.

THIS AND THAT
Cotter Spurlock made it 3-for-3

last Saturday, winning his third
straight tournament championship.
The senior 220-pounder added the
gold at the Pioneer Invitational (at
New Providence) to those he’d won
at Roselle Park and Delaware Valley.
John Fuller joined in as a winner.
Saturday they’ll be at Union for the
2015 Union County championships.

The “Crusades” portion of the swim
season arrives tomorrow, when
Bergen Catholic (boys) and Immacu-
late Heart (girls) visit Wallace Pool to
take on WHS at 2:30. The following
Wednesday at 5:30 it will be top-
ranked Christian Brothers and first-
year (but very good) Trinity Hall fac-
ing the Blue Devils at the Raritan Bay
Y in Perth Amboy.

The girls and boys basketball teams
will be at Kean University this Sun-
day to take on Union in the first Mike
Murray Invitational. The girls game
will start the action at 11:30 a.m.,
followed by the boys game at 1 p.m.

WHS diving coach Bill Cant with Steve McCoy circa 1965.

fell so far behind and found ourselves
in a hole right away,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said.

But the change in momentum
came rapidly after Hess opened the
second quarter with a 2-pointer. The
Cougars responded with a 12-0
sprint to narrow the score to 22-15
by halftime. Christiano and Albert
Gargiulo (team-leading 10 points)
each put in five points and Joe
Norton sank a two.

With the crucial help of Mele’s pair
of 3-pointers to go with a pair of free
throws, the Blue Devils barely won
the third quarter, 9-8, to cling to an
eight-point lead.

“Danny Mitchell and I played to-
gether for years. Every time they
[Cranford] would collapse, I was wide
open for threes. It’s just typical bas-
ketball,” Mele said.

Sean Leonard sank four points for
the Cougars, while Jack Schetelich (7
points) and Gargiulo added two points
in the quarter.

“They [Westfield] knocked down
some big shots too, a couple of threes.
We didn’t knock down any threes,

and that’s where it was. When it was
time to knock down the big shot, we
didn’t and they did,” Coach Huber
said. “Good players make big time
shots. He made some big time shots
for them.”

The fourth quarter got too close for
comfort for the Blue Devils as the
Cougars gnawed away to close to
within three points, 38-35, with 44.89
remaining. On an assist from Mitchell,
Elliott got the ball and drove to the
basket for a lay-up. Mele got fouled
and sank both free throws to distance
the Blue Devils, 42-35, from the Cou-
gars with 24 seconds on the clock.
Hess got fouled and sank both free
throws. Gargiulo answered with a
lay-up then Hess ended the scoring
with another successful free throw.

Mele also got under the boards in
the second half and ended with six
rebounds. Elliott also stepped up un-
der the boards and finished with 11
rebounds.

“I am like an athletic guard. I love
going up grabbing rebounds. It’s just
another aspect of my game. I also
like taking the ball to the basket,”

Mele said.
A major reason for the Cougars’

success in the final three quarters was
the rebounding ability of Schetelich
(10 rebounds), Christiano (8 re-
bounds) and Remley (7 rebounds).

“It’s a tribute to their character. It’s
a hardworking group. We didn’t al-
ways play smart, but we played hard.
Our kids are tough kids. It’s a credit to
the people of Cranford. They brought
up great kids. They are going to do
everything they can do to win,” Coach
Huber said.

Both the Blue Devils and the Cou-
gars face very grueling schedules,
especially in Union County that has
three of the top-five teams in the state
and another ranked in the top-20.

“Union County is the best county
in the state. Nothing else you can say.
I am excited for the Union County
Tournament. We are only going to get
better,” Mele said.
Cranford   3 12   8 14 37
Westfield 20   2   9 14 45

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD NIGHT UNDER THE BOARDS...Cougar junior Jack Schetelich, No. 10, being guarded by Blue Devil Pat
McCormack, No. 22, had 10 rebounds and scored seven points in the game at Westfield High School.


