
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 15, 2015 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 9-14

NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

KNAPP PUTS UP 12 PTs., SCOTT 10 PTs.; MONTES 7 RBs.

Lady Lion Hoopsters Survive
Blue Devil Surge in 37-33 Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zero points in the third quarter did
not discourage the Westfield High
School basketball Lady Blue Devils
when they faced the 12th-ranked
Roselle Catholic Lions in the Inves-
tors’ Scholarship Games at Kean
University on January 11. Trailing by
10 points entering the final quarter,
the Blue Devils put Roselle Catholic
to the test, closing the gap to within
three points before the Lions sal-
vaged a 37-33 victory.

“Roselle Catholic is currently un-
defeated. We didn’t give up. We had
nothing to lose and the girls brought
it. We had some unfortunate mishaps.

Our shots weren’t falling, but we
proved we could play with them to-
day and that gives us more motiva-
tion for the season,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon said.

The 5-3 Blue Devils did have
trouble finding the mark offensively,
especially in the third quarter, but
throughout the first three quarters the
Lions were able to get numerous of-
fensive rebounds.

“We knew we were definitely go-
ing to have to box out. There were
times when we boxed out excellently
and there were times when we let
them get too many offensive re-
bounds. We can’t let them get second
chance shots,” Blue Devil senior
Jackie Knapp said.

Knapp finished with a team-lead-
ing 12 points, including a 3-pointer,

and added a key steal late in the game.
Senior Lil Scott put up 10 points,
including a 3-pointer, Shannon Devitt
sank four points and grabbed four
rebounds and Hannah Liddy added
four rebounds and a pair of steals.
Junior Amalia Montes (2 blocked
shots) made her presence known early,
sinking all seven of her points and
pulling four of her seven rebounds in
the first quarter. She also added two
of her three assists in the quarter.

“She played a great game. Amalia
kept us in it in the beginning of the
game,” Coach McKeon said.

The Blue Devils took a 10-4 lead
midway through the first quarter, but
the Lady Lions came right back with
a 7-0 run with 2-pointers from
Allieyah Cubbage (10 points) and

BEIRNE TOPS McGOVERN, 6-2; MIRABELLA GETS PIN

Cougars Top Raiders, 38-27,
In Spirited Mat Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Under lights focused solely on the
competition, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
and the visiting Cranford Cougars
gave the fans all the excitement they
needed on January 9. With four bouts
remaining and trailing 24-23, the
Cougars won the next three bouts to
secure a 38-27 victory. The Cougars
won eight of the 14 scheduled bouts.

“I am pretty happy with our perfor-
mance as a team. We didn’t get the win,
but going into the lineup, we had six out
of the 14 weight classes that I felt
comfortable about. I knew in order to
hang with Cranford, they have a very
solid lineup all the way through, that we
would need to get that seventh match,
Unfortunately, we weren’t able to get
somebody to step up and get that bout,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

“They are tough kids. They always

wrestle to win and they are stingy.
They don’t give up the points. They
know another point or two could mean
a major or a tech. They are stingy and
that’s going to take them very far.
Those little points all add up at the
end,” Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
said of the Raiders.

Cougar Niko Cappello kicked off
the first bout of the evening with an 8-
0, major decision over Jalen Bryant at

MELE BANGS KEY 3’S, ELLIOTT 12 PTs, GARGIULO 10

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off
Cougars’ Comeback, 45-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What appeared to be the beginning
of a pleasure cruise turned into an all
hands on board situation, but the host-
ing Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team got a pair of key 3-
pointers in the third quarter and a pair
of key free throws late in the fourth
from Nick Mele to hold off an omi-
nous surge from the Cranford Cou-
gars to salvage a 45-37 victory on
January 8.

The 4-3 Blue Devils rolled to an
opening 8-0 run before being inter-
rupted with a 2-pointer from Cougar
Hunter Remley (8 points) and a free

throw by Luke Christiano (6 points)
but continued with a 12-0 run to win
the first quarter, 20-3. Blue Devil
Sean Elliott (two 3-pointers) pumped
in six of his 12 points in the quarter,
while Owen Murray (9 points, 3 as-
sists) hit five and Danny Mitchell (5
assists, 2 steals) sank four points.
Mele, who finished with a team-lead-
ing 13 points, added three and Parker
Hess (7 points) netted two points.
Rebounding played a major role and
Murray pulled four of his 10 in the
quarter.

“Last year, they beat us by 30 points,
blew us out at Kean University. Our
motivation was to come out and keep

running and gunning. Keep all five
guards on the floor. We came out in
the second quarter, we didn’t play as
well. We were able to maintain our
lead in the third and fourth. We didn’t
play well, but we ended up coming
out with a ‘W’, so I am happy,” Mele,
who had two assists, said.

“We came out a little flat. We didn’t
exactly do the things that we needed
to do. We thought, ‘oh! I can make the
pass in the wing and they are not
going to defend it.’ But they
[Westfield] got out and defended it.
Once we adjusted, I think for three
quarters, we outscored them, but we
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REVERSE CRADLE...Raider Alex Mirabella catches Cougar Nick Ballas in a Peterson Roll then pins him with a reverse
cradle in his 220-lb bout. The visiting Cougars won the spirited showdown, 38-27, on January 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil Jackie Knapp, No. 2, and Roselle Catholic Lion Allieyah Cubbage, No.
12, struggle for control of the ball at Kean University on January 11. The No. 12 Lions held off the Blue Devils, 37-33.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET AROUND THE SIDE...Blue Devil Parker Hess, No. 12, tries to dribble around Cougar Luke Christiano,
No. 11, in Westfield on January 8. The Blue Devils withstood a charge from the Cougars and won, 45-37.
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Probitas Verus Honos

Lady Farmers Top Cougars
Story in January 22 issue


