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Letters to
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

ISLAMIST TERRORISTS
AT WAR WITH HUMANITY

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Neither Obama Nor Biden Nor
Christie Joined Unity March in Paris
Where was President Obama when

dozens of world leaders and more
than one and a half million other
people joined in the Paris Unity March
to protest the deadly terrorist attacks
on a magazine headquarters and on a
kosher grocery store in the French
capital? According to The White
House, there was “no public sched-
ule” for President Obama on January
11th the day of the march!

President Obama did not join
French President Francois Holland,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, and British Prime Min-
ister David Cameron among other
world leaders at this very heavily
secured historic event!

Terrorists are at war with the civi-
lized world yet President Obama was
not there!

Nor was Vice President Biden
whose official schedule was also free
that day! Nor any other Cabinet mem-
ber.

France is America’s oldest alley.
French military and financial help
was essential during the American
Revolutionary War!

What does President Obama’s ab-
sence tell friend and foe alike about
America’s determination to put an
end to the growing terrorist threat?
And the growing anti-Semitism that
was at the root of the attack on the
kosher grocery store in Paris?

In America’s darkest hour French
President Charles de Gaulle stood
tall front and center in the mournful
procession from The White Hose on
the occasion of the funeral of the
assassinated President Kennedy.
French President Jacques Chirac was
the first foreign head of state to visit
Ground Zero after 9/11. He would
later tell President Bush, “we bring
you the solidarity of France and the
French people”. Yet in France’s dark-
est hour President Obama was not at
the Parisian solidarity march!

Leadership is not primarily about
speeches. It is more about action.
President Obama was missing in ac-
tion in Paris! And when he attended a
political campaign event in Las Ve-
gas the day after the terrorist attack
on Benghazi that resulted in the death
of four Americans, including Am-
bassador Chris Stevens! And when
he was on the golf course minutes
after his statement about the behead-
ing of American journalist James
Foley!

But President Obama is not alone
in disconnectedness. Governor
Christie spends more and more time
outside New Jersey as he apparently
revs up his efforts to run for Presi-
dent! This while New Jersey suffers
very serious fiscal problems, faces a
crumbling infrastructure and an en-
dangered Atlantic City casino indus-
try, and endures being the highest
taxed state in the country!

Political leaders must always put
the public’s well-being ahead of their
own well-being. The well-being of
the civilized world required Presi-
dent Obama to be at the Paris Unity
March. The well-being of New Jer-
sey requires that Governor Christie
and all the other would be presiden-
tial contenders to spend their time
doing the people’s work rather than
being out on the hustings! Their job is
to do the work for which they had
been elected!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I Believe This To Be an
Extremely Bad Idea

As reported in The Westfield Leader
of January 8, 2015, United States
Representative Leonard Lance, in a
move reminiscent of President
Herbert Hoover’s misguided eco-
nomic policies of 1931, is proposing
an amendment to the Constitution,
which would require a balanced bud-
get.

History tells us that without the
ability to conduct deficit spending
we may have never emerged from the
Great Depression or the recent Great
Recession of 2008-2009. Without the
ability to conduct deficit spending
our security would be compromised
in the event of a military event which
demanded a strong response, or a
weather disaster which had not been
budgeted for.

I believe this to be an extremely
bad idea, one which would put artifi-
cial restraints on the government’s
ability to cope with disasters.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Westfield High School Choir and
Volunteers Thank Community

OK, The Governor Likes
The Dallas Cowboys

The Westfield High School Choir
and Band would like to thank the
community for its support in their
annual Christmas Tree pick up
fundraiser on January 3, 2015. This
event was a great success under the
leadership of Choir President
Katherine Ko and Band President
Albert Chen.

More than 310 trees were picked
up from Westfield area homes by
about 65 music students and parent
volunteers. Thank you to all the
Westfield residents who registered
for this service, including those who
kindly made an additional donation.
Proceeds from this event will go di-
rectly to the upcoming choir and band
performance tours to Scotland/En-
gland and Austria/Czech Republic,
respectively.

A special thank you goes out to the

Westfield Conservation Center and
the Department of Public Works for
accommodating.

The Choir and Band would like to
invite the community to their free
spring concerts at the Westfield High
School Auditorium – The Band con-
cert is May 14th and the Choral Con-
cert is May 19th – both at 7:30 p.m. In
addition, the Choraleers will host A
Night of Love Songs at 7 pm on
Friday, February 6th, in Westfield
High School Cafeteria B. This event
will feature both group and solo per-
formances by members of the
Choraleers, Concert Choir, and Bella
Cora. Desserts and coffee will be
served, suggested donation is $10
per adult. Please join us.

Angela Ko
Westfield

People need to get over this! Gov-
ernor Christie is a Cowboys fan, so
are people from all over the U.S. I
find it funny that the media is just
now trying to make a big deal out of
it because of his potential Whitehouse
run. And it’s not like he’s the mayor
of DC and turned his back on the
Redskins for the Cowboys. He’s the
governor of a state that doesn’t have
a football team. And no not everyone
from Jersey has to pick the Giants or
the Jets because the stadium is in
Jersey. They have “NY” in front of
their names not “NJ.” And if you’re a
Philly fan why do you even care? The
guy isn’t associated with you at all
other than Philly bordering NJ.

I really don’t care what team my
Governor likes or goes to see. I per-
sonally think Governor Christie is an
excellent Governor and does his job
very well for the people of New Jer-
sey. All you folks who are getting
your panties in an up roar over our
Governor going to Dallas games need
to really get a life and get over it! A lot
more important things going on in
our state and World than to really

make this into a breaking news story.
Im sure all you Giants and Jets fans
are upset because, Oh well lets face it
the Dallas Cowboys are a better team.
So you can keep supporting your
New York teams even though they
paly in New Jersey. But remember
NY gets all the credit. Its only a game
people. Governor Christie has been a
Cowboys fan way before a lot of you
have been born. He is an excellent out
spoken Governor. He is who exactly
who we need in the Whitehouse. He
says it like it is and will tell you to sit
down and shut up if he needs to.
President with big you know what!
The news is just trying to really turn
this into something its not even worth
reporting! So lets all stop are crying
and complaining and being soar los-
ers. Big Deal the Governor likes the
Dallas Cowboys! Im just thankful he
is a great Governor for our state.

Oh and by the way, I’m also I die
hard Cowboys fan and I have lived in
New Jersey my whole life.

Mark Grabowski
Clark

Bramnick Calls For An
End To the Trenton

‘Gotcha Game’
TRENTON – Assembly Republi-

can Leader Jon Bramnick stated:
“New Jersey needs to speak with

one unified voice and create a state
where people know we are working
together. New Jerseyans want solu-
tions not accusations. Let’s establish
one committee with ‘common sense’
middle ground representatives from
each party that will really be a ‘select
committee.’”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sug – An unidentified parasite on

trout
2. Chololith – A gallstone
3. Hulver – An evergreen shrub or tree
4. Preces – Short responsive prayers in

church worship

SPHENISCAN
1. In law, a notary or scrivener
2. A worthless fellow; tramp
3. A steward
4. A penguin

BURINIST
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A freed slave
3. An engraver
4. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
CHAMAL

1. The angora goat
2. A peculiar bronzelike luster in cer-

tain minerals, often iridescent
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. Grayish blue

SPHRAGISTICS
1. A well-executed plan or scheme
2. The science of engraved seals
3. Pertaining to slavery or bondage
4. Act of getting to the truth of any

matter by strict inquiry

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Amérique, stand par
nous se il vous plaît

Taxpayers Need Details, Truth
On ‘ObamaFree’ College Plan

President Barack Obama announced this week
that he wants community college to be free. The
White House has said three-quarters of the plan
would be funded by the federal government amount-
ing to $60 billion over 10 years. There are over 1,110
community colleges nationwide.

Full-time students would be required to maintain
a 2.5-grade point average. The New York Times has
reported that if all 50 states participated, some nine
million students could be covered by the program.
The report indicates that the federal government
currently funds $9.1 billion of community college
tuition, accounting for 16 percent of the total cost.

Opponents of the President’s plan correctly point
out that many states like New Jersey simply do not
have the money for such a large financial commit-
ment at this time. The plan also faces a big hurdle as
both houses of Congress are now under Republican
control where members are likely to be very skepti-
cal about adding billions of more dollars into a

federal deficit already at $18 trillion. After all, no
one has yet figured out how to fund ObamaCare not
to mention keeping the entitlement programs Medi-
care and Social Security solvent for future genera-
tions.

In our view, Congress needs to hold hearings on
the President’s plan for details of his plan and, more
importantly, on how the federal government would
take on another big program. States need to partici-
pate in these hearings to explain whether or not they
could afford such a program.

While we agree that the ability to pay for post-high
school education should not stop a student from
achieving their educational goals, nothing is free in
this world. Making this part of student loan offer-
ings, in our view, would make more sense. Also, why
aren’t trade schools included? College is not the best
choice for all students.

The President’s proposal merits discussion, but
the devil is always in the details.

Christie Talks Progress As Dems
Rip Speech as ‘State of Nothing’

Governor Chris Christie made his sixth state-of-the
address Tuesday, touting his administration’s successes
from lowering unemployment to changing the bail sys-
tem for non-violent offenders who can’t afford to pay the
bail. But while the Governor was listing his accomplish-
ments in what was viewed as Mr. Christie’s near certain
run for the White House in 2016, national and New Jersey
Democrats were quick to knock the Governor’s speech.

The Democratic National Committee released the fol-
lowing statement on the Governor’s speech: “Today,
Chris Christie called for a ‘New Jersey renewal.’ After five
years with Christie as governor, lord knows New Jersey
needs one. The highest property taxes in the country,
employment lagging the nation, a record eight credit
downgrades – that’s the real state of the state under
Christie, and it’s the record he’ll have to run a presidential
campaign on. What’s worse, instead of tackling these
issues, Christie’s taking off tomorrow for South Carolina
before jetting to Iowa on Friday. Simply put, it’s clear
what Christie’s priorities are: boosting his national ambi-
tion at the expense of the people he was elected to serve.”

State Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) called the speech, “a State of the State about
nothing.”

But Gov. Christie would disagree. “Five years ago, our
unemployment rate was 9.7 percent. Over 440,000 New
Jerseyans were out of work. Today, the unemployment rate
is 6.4 percent. We have cut unemployment by over one third
in the last five years. And we have created over 150,000
private sector jobs in New Jersey in five short years.”

In contrast, Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-37th, Teaneck)
said, “The governor’s speech went something like the
state of our state continues to get better. Unless you are
one of the increasing majority living in poverty in the
State of New Jersey. We have moved from 9.4 percent to
11.4 percent of our citizens living in poverty. That is part
of the state of the state that we need to address.”

The Governor said when he took office in 2010, “the
state faced massive consecutive budget deficits — $2
billion for fiscal year 2010 and a projected $11 billion the
next year, on a budget of only $29 billion. We fixed it by
making hard choices; the way middle-class families in
New Jersey have to do it in their homes.”

He said property taxes had risen 70 percent in the 10
years prior to his arrival in Trenton and now the state
averages “a 7 percent growth in property taxes per year.”

Assemblyman Scott Rumana, a Republican from Wayne,
defended the Governor, saying, “Today is about looking
forward, but to appreciate how far we have come, we need
to remember that just five years ago, New Jersey was on
the brink of bankruptcy. Middle-class taxpayers and
businesses had endured 115 Democrat tax increases.
However, since 2010, our governor has crossed party
lines to bring sweeping and effective policy reforms
previously unheard of in New Jersey. Most importantly,
we did it without raising taxes.”

It’s clear that the Governor is more interested in run-
ning for President while Democrats are focused on taking
back the Governor’s mansion. In the end, as always, New
Jerseyans are on our own.


