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Westfield Council Appoints
Emergency Mgt. Personnel

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town council
met on Tuesday evening for a con-
ference and agenda meeting. The
agendas were small and both meet-
ings were brief. Deputy Mayor Jo
Ann Neylan presided in the absence
of Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who
was unable to attend the meetings.

Councilman David Oliveira an-
nounced the appointment of Spe-
cial Police officers. They are John
Morgan, Anthony Garrigan, Patrick
Garrigan, Bruce Miller, Chris Beck,
Carmen Brocato, Scott Meseurea,
Jonathan Pierce, Jr., Robert Denny,
Robert Musacchia and Helen
Cicalese.

The council also appointed an
emergency management coordina-
tor and two deputies. They are
Westfield Police Chief David
Wayman and deputies Police Cap-
tain Christopher Battiloro and
Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly.

The council passed resolutions
allowing the demolition of four
single-family residences. They are
located at 802 South Avenue West;
129 Golf Edge Drive; 20 N. Wickom
Drive and 627 Fourth Avenue. Ad-
ditionally, the council passed reso-
lutions allowing the demolition of
two detached garages, located at
116 Eaglecroft Road and 200 Wood-
land Avenue.

The council reappointed Kris
McAloon as the town engineer.

In other business, at the confer-
ence meeting, Gene Janotti, execu-
tive director of the Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce,
thanked the council for its support
of all the Chamber’s initiatives.
Mary Withers, representing the
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
also thanked the governing body
for its support of the organization’s
programs.

The next council meetings will
be on Tuesday, January 27, includ-
ing a 7 p.m. conference session and
an 8 p.m. regular meeting, at the
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.
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said that a first-floor sign will face
the parking lot and there will be a
sign on the second floor facing
North Avenue so motorists can find
the practice. Mr. Heinbokel said he
was comfortable with the applica-
tion. Board member Andrew
Wasserman said having the retail
component satisfies him.

The board also approved the ap-
plication of New York SMSA Lim-
ited Partnership trading as Verizon
Wireless of 361 South Avenue East.
The applicant was seeking prelimi-
nary and final site-plan approval to
install a small network node with
one antenna approximately 24
inches high and 16 inches in diam-
eter with a 64-square-foot equip-
ment space to house two cabinets
located on the roof of the existing
building. The building houses a
copier business, a graphics firm and
a yoga studio.

Project engineers David Stern and
Gary Lucas verified the need for a
network node to increase cellular
capacity in the heavily trafficked
Westfield-Garwood area. They also
testified that the antenna, because it
is low and set back on the building,
would not be an eyesore to the area.
William Masters, project planner,
testified to the low visual impact on
the commercial business district
(CBD).

The next board meeting will be
Monday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.
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SAY CHEESE…Mickey helps Lizz and Jake read their copy of The Westfield
Leader in Orlando at Disney World last week.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS... Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
proclaims January 23 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Wincey Terry, an
alumna of Benedictine Academy, and tenth grade student of Benedictine Acad-
emy, Celia Rizzo, accepted the proclamation. Benedictine Academy has won the
Jefferson Award and the USA Character award from USA network for their
work to eradicate human trafficking.

SP Planning Board
Names New Officers

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael
Graziano was unanimously selected
to serve as chairman of the planning
board for this year while Theresa
Flood was named vice-chairwoman.

At its brief re-organization meet-
ing on Monday night, the board —
now dominated by members who
were appointed by Democratic-con-
trolled township councils in 2013
and this year — voted 9-to-0 to ap-
prove its new officers, both of whom
joined the board two years ago. After
his selection, Mr. Graziano thanked
Paulette Coronato for her service as
chairwoman last year.

The board also named the law firm
of Alan Roth to serve as board attor-
ney for this year, leading Mrs.
Coronato to question the firm’s expe-
rience in land-use issues. Mayor
Kevin Glover, another member of the

board, said the law firm includes two
attorneys who have experience in
planning matters.

The board also welcomed two new
members: Michael Smith and Coun-
cilman John Del Sordi, Jr. They re-
place William Vastine, the former
councilman who was defeated in last
year’s election, and former Council-
man Jeff Strauss. The other members
of the board for 2015 are Joseph
Doyle, Robert LaCosta, John Thomp-
son, Geri Samuel and Richard
Polhamus.

Mr. Graziano said appointments to
the board’s various subcommittees
—architectural review, budget and
finance, environmental commission,
issues/objectives and zoning, master
plan review, personnel, rules and pro-
cedures, site plan review and subdi-
vision review — would be announced
at a later date. The board’s next sched-
uled meeting is Monday, January 26.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARKING OCCASION… Raritan Valley Rail Coalition members, including
Martin Robins of Westfield, third from left, and Coalition Chairman Peter
Palmer, right, ride NJ Transit’s first off-peak evening direct train to New York
City on Monday night.

Planning Bd. Seeks Revised
Plan For WF Super Store

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
met on Wednesday evening for its reor-
ganization meeting followed by the
regular meeting to hear an application
for a preliminary and final major site
plan for a proposed Westfield Super
Store on North Avenue East. The pro-
posed store, which will be called Vine
Ripe, will feature Italian food special-
ties and also sell fresh produce. It is to
be located on the former Lindeman
Buick property.

Westfield Super Store is seeking a
preliminary and final site-plan approval
with variances to construct a 970-
square-foot addition to the rear of the
existing 9,000-square-foot building and
to renovate the building for use as a
retail specialty food market with new
signs and associated site improvements.

An accessory structure on the prop-
erty also will be repurposed for the
outdoor sale of seasonal items in con-
nection with the store. The applicant is
seeking variance relief. The town code
requires that all wall signs shall not
project above the top or beyond the
ends of the wall surface upon which
they are placed. Proposed are two wall
signs that project above the top of the
wall.

The board had some concern regard-
ing the size and height of the two signs
to be placed on the sides of the build-
ing. The applicant’s architect, Sal
Santoro, said he could adjust the size
and height of both signs to comply with
the board’s wishes.

The board also questioned the park-
ing arrangement for 83 parking spaces
and requested that six spaces be re-
moved near the front door to ensure a
safer pedestrian walkway. Project en-
gineer Catherine Mueller and store
owners Frank Bruno and Buddy
Sciandra agreed to that request. The
board also asked Stephen Hehl, the
applicant’s attorney, to come back to
the Monday, February 2 board meeting
with a revised site plan. The applicant
agreed. The application will be contin-
ued at the next meeting.

The board finished up a pending
application by Gialluisi Homes, lo-
cated at 631 Carleton Road, which was
seeking a minor subdivision approval
to create two fully conforming lots. All
existing structures will be demolished
and a single-family home will be con-
structed on each lot. The application
was approved with conditions.

The conditions include: repairing or
replacing slate sidewalks; that a tree
replacement plan be submitted to the
Tree Preservation Commission and a
report by the commission sent to the
town engineer for approval; architec-
tural plans must be sent to the board’s
site plan review sub-committee; plans
must comply with the “Look Alike”
provisions of the town ordinance; deeds
for the subdivision, which is in an RS-
8 zone, must be filed with the Union
County Clerk’s office, and the appli-
cant must comply with all Westfield
land ordinances and codes.

At its re-organization meeting, the
board re-appointed Vincent Wilt as
chairman and Robert Newell as vice-
chairman. Mr. Wilt was not present.
Board member Francis F. Smith was
appointed as the liaison to the Historic
Preservation Commission and the Ar-
chitectural Review Board.

The application of Elshiekh Enter-
prises, LLC, of 613 South Chestnut
Street, which is seeking a minor subdi-
vision with variances to subdivide a lot
into two residential lots, was postponed
at the applicant’s request to the Febru-
ary 2 meeting.
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SP Rec.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCKING OUT...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts “Rock Performance
Workshop” perform at Crossroads in Garwood Saturday night. Two bands,
“Spyked” and “El Guapo,” performed.

slow-moving efforts to clean it up.
Mr. Mirabella called Mr. Poerio’s

presentation a “very good overview”
and said he will meet with Mr. Poerio
to further discuss the department’s
programs. He also said he wanted to
look into placing recycling cans at all
township parks. Last week, the man-
ager said he preferred to have the
parks and recreation director report
directly to him rather than to the inde-
pendent recreation commission. He
told the council last week that he will
study the present structure to see “if it
makes sense” and whether a change in
how recreation programs and activi-
ties are operated is a viable option.

Michael Walsh will serve as the
commission’s chairman this year, re-
placing Robert Giordanella, who
along with Pam Duthie was not re-
appointed to the commission. They
were replaced by Mrs. Bianco and a
member who has yet to be named.
The other commission members for
2015 are Linda Grimm, Andy Weber,
Keith Guarnuccio and Shawn
Johnson.

Garwood Faces $90K Hike
In Sewerage Auth. Fee

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough is fac-
ing a $90,000 increase, or about $45
per home, in the upcoming year from
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), council members were
told Tuesday.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco in-
formed the council of the looming
charge, which would mark the third
straight year the borough has seen a
significant spike. Ms. Todisco said
she had requested the borough’s rep-
resentative to the RVSA, Planning
Board President Steve Greet, to ap-
pear at an upcoming meeting to dis-
cuss the increase.

The revelation came at the first
meeting this year of the full council,
which is unchanged from 2014 and
had its reorganization session Janu-
ary 2 under new Mayor Charles
Lombardo.

The seating arrangements on the
dais were noticeably different from
last year, with Council President Bill
Nierstedt and Jim Mathieu moving
from the far right side to positions on
the left, trading seats with Ann
Tarantino and Louis Petruzzelli.

Ms. Todisco and Mike Martin’s
seats were unchanged.

The council deferred a decision
regarding three properties that had
been encroaching upon the $3.2-mil-
lion Recreation and Sports Complex,
formerly known as the Athletic Field
Complex or AFC, because of confu-
sion as to exactly which encroach-
ments were coming from which prop-
erties.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma asked for instructions re-
garding the property at 116 Myrtle
Avenue, whose asphalt driveway ex-
tends 10-and-quarter feet onto the
northeastern boundary of the park.

The issue of removing the asphalt
and the cost, and whether that should
be billed to the homeowner, sparked
a debate over fairness and cost effec-
tiveness.

Since other encroachments had
been removed by homeowners at their
own expense, Mrs. Tarantino and Mr.
Nierstedt said it was unfair to have
the borough shoulder the cost while
it did not do the same for the
homeowners who complied with bor-
ough notices. But Borough Attorney
Bob Renaud questioned the additional
cost required in terms of attorneys
fees and the likelihood of being able
to collect.

“I know of no statute that allows
you to put a lien on the property,” he
said.

With Mr. Nierstedt leading the dis-
cussion, council members appeared
to agree that a chain-link fence should
be installed to demarcate the prop-
erty line and possibly repurpose the
asphalted area as a shuffleboard or
some other game location.

However, when council members
asked about the other encroachments
– which included sheds and stockade
fences, at 116 Myrtle as well as prop-
erties identified by Ms. Ariemma as
167 Myrtle and 119 Willow Avenue,

uncertainty erupted as to which still
had violations.

With Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello absent, and scheduled to
also be absent at the council’s next
meeting on Tuesday, January 27, the
council directed Ms. Ariemma to
contact Mr. Guarriello to obtain a full
and current list of remaining viola-
tions.

The newly created administrative
review committee, headed by Mrs.
Tarantino, said its first recommenda-
tions will be to add a part-time assis-
tant borough administrator’s position
at a cost of $3,000-$6,000 per year,
and slash the seniors program direc-
tor position’s salary in half from
$10,000 to $5,000.

The assistant administrator’s posi-
tion will be duties added to someone
already on staff and will, in effect,
serve as an understudy to Ms.
Ariemma in case of vacation or other
absence.

The reason for cutting the com-
pensation for the seniors program
director, Paulette Drogan, was due to
a cut in the community block grant
from the state that funds the program,
Mrs. Tarantino said. The cut was re-
alized three years ago and never re-
stored. Since the handyman and trans-
portation program grants increased,
Mrs. Tarantino said it was hoped the
seniors grant would be restored to
previous levels.

But when that was not realized, the
compensation had to be reduced. Mrs.
Tarantino said the position required
approximately eight hours a week
and despite the cut, there should be
no reduction in services to the se-
niors.

She said both matters would be put
forth for introduction and consider-
ation at the January 27 meeting.

In other matters, Mr. Nierstedt con-
tacted Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-7th)
office and prepared a letter for the
council to send to the congressman
regarding the town’s concerns over
mail delivery. The letter noted “re-
duced levels of service” over the past
five years “under the guise of ‘effi-
ciency’.”

Spurred by complaints that many
residents on Third Avenue, Fourth
Avenue and other streets never re-
ceived the borough’s mailing that
included the garbage and recycling
pickup schedule, Mr. Nierstedt also
highlighted the complaint that some
residents receive their mail after 6
p.m.

Additionally, Mr. Nierstedt noted
the borough’s partnership with sev-
eral churches in “Souper Sunday” in
honor of Martin Luther King Day. In
concert with St. Anne’s Catholic
Church, Garwood Presbyterian
Church, St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ, the Grace Christian Fellow-
ship Church and the New Commu-
nity Church, Garwood will be col-
lecting cans of soup, boxes of crack-
ers and monetary donations January
18 or 25 for those in need.

It is the borough’s first public cel-
ebration in connection with the fed-
eral and state holiday.


