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Anthony Gialanella Replaces
Ken Anderson as Zoning Chairman

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ken Ander-
son was ousted as chairman of the
zoning board of adjustment last
week and replaced by Anthony
Gialanella, who joined the board

two years ago.
At the board’s re-organization

meeting last Thursday, Mr.
Gialanella, the husband of Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella, defeated
Mr. Anderson in an unusual secret
ballot vote, gaining four votes of
support to three for Mr. Anderson,
who had been chairman for the past
five years and vice-chairman for a
number of years before. Mr. Ander-
son was then named vice-chairman
for 2015. Meanwhile, long-time
board attorney Vincent Loughlin
was re-appointed to his position.

After his election, Mr. Gialanella
was then tasked with running the
remainder of the brief meeting, and
several times required assistance
and prompting from Mr. Anderson
on procedures and protocol. These
delays eventually led board mem-
ber Chris Abeel, the former vice-
chairman, to mutter impatiently
about Mr. Gialanella’s performance,
leading the new chairman to casti-
gate Mr. Abeel for his remarks, and
Mr. Abeel telling Mr. Gialanella,

“You’re the chairman now. Run the
meeting!”

Their conversation continued af-
terwards, with Mr. Abeel again criti-
cizing what he seemed to feel was
Mr. Gialanella’s lack of prepara-
tion. At one point, he told the new
chairman that if he was not familiar
with the ways the board was sup-
posed to be led, he should not have
accepted the post. “It’s going to be
a long year,” Mr. Gialanella then
tersely told Mr. Abeel.

The board also welcomed two
new members: Guy Checchio, the
husband of Councilwoman Rose
Checchio, and Edward Minall. They
replace long-time members Rich
Duthie and Brian Doyle, neither of
whom was re-appointed. Besides
Mr. Gialanella, Mr. Abeel, Mr.
Anderson, Mr. Checchio and Mr.
Minall, the remaining members of
the zoning board for 2015 are Rich-
ard Fortunato, Dan Sullivan, Chris-
tine Thompson and James
Checchio. The board’s next meet-
ing is set for Thursday, February 5.

Rec. Dir. Briefs New Members
On Activities and Programs

Cranford High School
Sophomore Dies

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the rec-
reation commission’s first meeting of
the year on Monday, township Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio spent nearly
two hours briefing new Township
Manager Al Mirabella and the
commission’s newest members —
Luisa Bianco and Councilwoman
Rose Checchio, the township
council’s liaison — on his
department’s activities and programs.

In the 14 years that he has led
recreation efforts, Mr. Poerio said the
number of programs has more than
tripled, from 30 to more than 100. He

briefly reviewed the township’s
shared services and shared purchas-
ing efforts with Fanwood and the
joint board of education, noting the
savings and efficiencies that have been
achieved.

He also praised the cooperative
efforts of the so-called “allied asso-
ciations” — the local soccer, base-
ball, lacrosse and Police Athletic
League groups — saying that “all
organizations have stepped up and
been stellar.” By working together on
such issues as field coordination, Mr.
Poerio said the youth sports leagues
realize “they’re all in it together.”

He also reviewed some of the larger

projects in recent years, including
the new ballfields at Park Middle
School, the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, Memorial Field
and the Route 22 site next to
McDonald’s, as well as the new soc-
cer facility at the southside firehouse
field and the new facility at Ponde-
rosa Park. Many of these projects
were financed partly by grants, and
Mr. Poerio said that more than
$905,000 in grants had been received
since 2002, the highest level of grant
dollars per capita in Union County.

He also reviewed the various im-
provements and refurbishments un-
dertaken over the past decade at
Jerseyland Park, Kramer Manor Park,
Haven Park, Green Forest Park and
Brookside Park. Except for Green
Forest, all basketball and tennis courts
have been renovated.

Mr. Poerio also reviewed some of
the results of a survey sent to resi-
dents last summer by the recreation
commission; it found that 82 percent
of the approximately 600 respondents
judged the township’s parks to be in
good or excellent condition.

“Is there room for us to improve?”
Mr. Poerio asked. “Absolutely.” In
response to a question from Mrs.
Bianco about which park currently
needs the most attention, Mr. Poerio
said that due to “a lot of controversy”
last year, Brookside Park would prob-
ably top his list due to the ongoing
dispute over the park’s new pavilion,
the installation of which was halted
last June because of disputes over
permits that were not secured as well
as the condition of the pond there and

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School sophomore Michael
DeLouisa, 16, passed away last Sun-
day. Michael completed his freshman
year at St. Mary’s High School in
Elizabeth and enrolled at Cranford
High School in September 2014. A
funeral service will be held today at
Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home,
2124 East Saint George Avenue, Lin-
den, according to his obituary. A fu-
neral mass will be offered at St. Mary’s
Church in Elizabeth at 10 a.m. En-
tombment will be in Rosedale Cem-
etery Mausoleum in Linden. He was
the son of Andrew and Elizabeth
DeLouisa.

Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick gave the following statement
to The Westfield Leader on Tuesday.
“Although Michael DeLouisa had
only attended Cranford High School
for a few short months, in that time he
established many friends. He was
involved in school activities. He es-
tablished himself as a valued mem-
ber of our school community. His
teachers, classmates and friends at
Cranford High School will miss him.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the DeLouisa family during this ex-
tremely difficult time. Our faculty
and staff understand that our highest
priority is providing support for our
students. Our district counselors are
available and we have welcomed ad-
ditional counselors. We are encour-
aging our students to reach out to
their parents, teachers, counselors and
clergy members for help.”

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said
at the Tuesday official meeting of the
township commttee, “We are not in-
sulated from difficult issues that face
society as a whole… Every so often
something happens that makes us
stop and take pause. We had a tragic
loss of a Cranford student this week.
I do not want to speak about the
specifics of the student. I want to
invite all of us to take a moment  to
celebrate and appreciate our children.
To hold them close and protect
them..."

The cause of Michael’s death was
not disclosed by Superintendent
Carrick or the Cranford Police De-
partment. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office did not have any
information either.

Paul Lachenauer for The The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL ABOARD… . Union County Freeholders  Linda Carter, second from left, Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh,
fourth from left, and Freeholders Sergio Granados and Vernell Wright (partially blocked) join with Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer, left, and Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins, third from left, to mark the first evening off-
peak one-seat ride, Monday night, on the Raritan Valley Line at the Cranford Train Station.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. CHAIRMAN…Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh takes the oath as Freeholder
chairman for 2015 as his wife, Maria, and mother, Bernice Martina Jalloh, look
on.

OHIO STATE...Pictured, from left to right, with their Westfield Leader are:
Jason Goldman and his sons, Jared, a 4th grader at Washington Elementary, and
Matt a 7th grader at Edison Intermediate. They attended the first ever college
football playoff championship in Dallas,Tex. at AT&T Stadium. Jason and his
wife, Melissa, are alumni of Ohio State University. The Buckeyes capped off a
tremendous season with a 42-20 victory over the University of Oregon.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LACE ‘EM UP…Kyle Ricci of Scotch Plains gets some help from his mom at the
skating rink in LeGrande park on Sunday.
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WF Bd. OKs Expansion
Of Chiropractor’s Office

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The zoning board
of adjustment met on Monday
evening and held a re-organization
meeting prior to its regular meet-
ing.

The board voted to reappoint Wil-
liam Heinbokel as chairman and
Chris Masciale as vice-chairman.
Robert Whitehead and Joe Loftus
were re-appointed and John
DeSena, Frank Fortino and Edward
Stellingwerf were appointed as new
members. Vincent Loughlin was re-
appointed as board attorney and
Kathleen Nemeth was re-appointed
as board secretary.

The board then approved the ap-
plication of Caleb DeNigris of 664
Hillcrest Avenue, who was seeking
permission to place (retain) a patio
in his front yard, a fence in the town
right-of-way, and a retaining wall
5.86 feet outside the property line,
when the requirement for the re-
taining wall is that it should be
placed a minimum of 1.25 feet from
the property line, but within the
property, contrary to code. The or-
dinance prohibits patios to be placed
in the front yard (his actual side
yard) and prohibits fences to be
placed in the right-of-way.

Mr. DeNigris told the board that
he and his wife have been in
Westfield for a little over a year and
have a new baby. He said the prop-
erty was in shambles when he
bought it and that he has worked
hard to make it look nice. Because
of the way the property is situated,
his side yard is considered a front
yard by the town, but, he said, it is
actually a side yard. He also said he
has no backyard, again because of
the unusual property. When erect-
ing the fence, Mr. DeNigris said he
followed the example of a neighbor
who has fenced in his yard, having
no knowledge that a right-of-way
was on his property. He said town
Engineer Kris McAloon has already
approved the fence and the patio.

The town, however, asked Mr.
DeNigris to dismantle vertical posts
which he erected in order to build a
pergola. Mr. Loughlin cautioned
him to check with the town about
the method he would use to take
down the posts.

The board also approved the ap-
plication of Westfield Health and
Rehabilitation (Dr. Todd Carnucci,
a chiropractic physician) of 222
North Avenue, who sought prelimi-
nary and final site-plan approval
with variances to allow a medical
office with an ancillary retail com-
ponent, physical therapy and reha-
bilitation use and administrative
office use.

Dr. Carnucci, who now has a prac-
tice next door to the building, said
he jumped at the chance to pur-
chase the building and establish a
retail element to his practice. Dr.
Carnucci said many of his patients
are Westfield police officers,
firefighters, athletes and runners.
He said display windows allow him
to add a retail component to the
practice so patients can buy recov-
ery aides, such as back and neck
pillows and knee braces, among
other things. His project planner,
Kevin O’Brien, said the retail ele-
ment would be in keeping with the
Westfield Master Plan to have retail
establishments on the first floor and
service establishments on the sec-
ond floor.

His architect, Thomas DiGiorgio,
said the building will be designed
to do just that with an office and
display area on the first floor,
therapy rooms on the second floor
and a business office on the third
floor. He said a municipal parking
lot is next door to the building, and
it is across the street from the train
station and will be easy for patients
who are commuters.

Mr. DiGiorgio said there is an
elevator and a stairwell on each
floor. He said the main entrance
will face the parking lot. He further
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