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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

NOWRegister
for Spring Classes!

UNION COUNTY COLLEGE SPRING 2015 CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 21 • WWW.UCC.EDU/WL

REGISTER BY 1/20/15
FOR CLASSES 

STARTING 
1/21/15

LATER START 
CLASSES BEGIN 2/4/15,
REGISTER UNTIL 2/3/15        
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Super Store
The conditions include: repairing

or replacing slate sidewalks; that a
tree replacement plan be submitted to
the Tree Preservation Commission
and a report by the commission sent
to the town engineer for approval;
architectural plans must be sent to the
board’s site plan review sub-commit-
tee; plans must comply with the “Look
Alike” provisions of the town ordi-
nance; deeds for the subdivision,
which is in an RS-8 zone, must be
filed with the Union County Clerk’s
office, and the applicant must comply
with all Westfield land ordinances
and codes.

At its re-organization meeting, the
board re-appointed Vincent Wilt as
chairman and Robert Newell as vice-
chairman. Mr. Wilt was not present.
Board member Francis F. Smith was
appointed as the liaison to the His-
toric Preservation Commission and
the Architectural Review Board.

The application of Elshiekh Enter-
prises, LLC, of 613 South Chestnut
Street, which is seeking a minor sub-
division with variances to subdivide
a lot into two residential lots, was
postponed at the applicant’s request
to the February 2 meeting.

OHIO STATE...Pictured, left to right, with their Westfield Leader are: Jason
Goldman and his sons, Jared, a fourth grader at Washington Elementary, and
Matt, a seventh grader at Edison Intermediate. They attended the first-ever College
Football Playoff Championship in Dallas,Tex. at AT&T Stadium. Jason and his
wife, Melissa, are proud alumni of The Ohio State University. The Buckeyes capped
off a tremendous season with a 42-20 victory over The University of Oregon.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ALL ABOARD…Union County Freeholders Linda Carter, second from left,
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, fourth from left, and Freeholders Sergio
Granados and Vernell Wright (partially blocked) join with Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer, left, and Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins,
third from left, to mark the first off-peak evening one-seat ride, Monday night,
on the Raritan Valley Line at the Cranford Train Station.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MR. CHAIRMAN…Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh takes the oath as Freeholder
chairman for 2015 as his wife, Maria, and mother, Bernice Martina Jalloh, look
on.

Zoning Bd. OKs Expansion
Of Chiropractor’s Practice

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The zoning board
of adjustment met on Monday evening
and held a re-organization meeting
prior to its regular meeting.

The board voted to reappoint Wil-
liam Heinbokel as chairman and Chris
Masciale as vice-chairman. Robert
Whitehead and Joe Loftus were re-
appointed and John DeSena, Frank
Fortino and Edward Stellingwerf were
appointed as new members. Vincent
Loughlin was re-appointed as board
attorney and Kathleen Nemeth was
re-appointed as board secretary.

The board then approved the appli-
cation of Caleb DeNigris of 664
Hillcrest Avenue, who was seeking
permission to place (retain) a patio in
his front yard, a fence in the town
right-of-way, and a retaining wall 5.86
feet outside the property line, when
the requirement for the retaining wall
is that it should be placed a minimum
of 1.25 feet from the property line,
but within the property, contrary to
code. The ordinance prohibits patios
to be placed in the front yard (his
actual side yard) and prohibits fences
to be placed in the right-of-way.

Mr. DeNigris told the board that he
and his wife have been in Westfield
for a little over a year and have a new
baby. He said the property was in
shambles when he bought it and that
he has worked hard to make it look
nice. Because of the way the property
is situated, his side yard is considered
a front yard by the town, but, he said,
it is actually a side yard. He also said
he has no backyard, again because of
the unusual property. When erecting
the fence, Mr. DeNigris said he fol-
lowed the example of a neighbor who
has fenced in his yard, having no
knowledge that a right-of-way was on
his property. He said town Engineer
Kris McAloon has already approved
the fence and the patio. The town,
however, asked Mr. DeNigris to dis-
mantle vertical posts which he erected
in order to build a pergola. Mr.
Loughlin cautioned him to check with
the town about the method he would
use to take down the posts.

The board also approved the appli-
cation of Westfield Health and Reha-
bilitation (Dr. Todd Carnucci, a chi-
ropractic physician) of 222 North
Avenue, who sought preliminary and
final site-plan approval with variances
to allow a medical office with an
ancillary retail component, physical
therapy and rehabilitation use and
administrative office use.

Dr. Carnucci, who now has a prac-
tice next door to the building, said he
jumped at the chance to purchase the
building and establish a retail ele-
ment to his practice. Dr. Carnucci
said many of his patients are Westfield
police officers, firefighters, athletes
and runners. He said display win-
dows allow him to add a retail com-
ponent to the practice so patients can
buy recovery aides, such as back and
neck pillows and knee braces, among
other things. His project planner,
Kevin O’Brien, said the retail ele-
ment would be in keeping with the
Westfield Master Plan to have retail
establishments on the first floor and
service establishments on the second
floor.

His architect, Thomas DiGiorgio,

said the building will be designed to
do just that with an office and display
area on the first floor, therapy rooms
on the second floor and a business
office on the third floor. He said a
municipal parking lot is next door to
the building, and it is across the street
from the train station and will be easy
for patients who are commuters.

Mr. DiGiorgio said there is an el-
evator and a stairwell on each floor.
He said the main entrance will face
the parking lot. He further said that a
first-floor sign will face the parking
lot and there will be a sign on the
second floor facing North Avenue so
motorists can find the practice. Mr.
Heinbokel said he was comfortable
with the application. Board member
Andrew Wasserman said having the
retail component satisfies him.

The board also approved the appli-
cation of New York SMSA Limited
Partnership trading as Verizon Wire-
less of 361 South Avenue East. The
applicant was seeking preliminary
and final site-plan approval to install
a small network node with one an-
tenna approximately 24 inches high
and 16 inches in diameter with a 64-
square-foot equipment space to house
two cabinets located on the roof of
the existing building. The building
houses a copier business, a graphics
firm and a yoga studio.

Project engineers David Stern and
Gary Lucas verified the need for a
network node to increase cellular
capacity in the heavily trafficked
Westfield-Garwood area. They also
testified that the antenna, because it
is low and set back on the building,
would not be an eyesore to the area.
William Masters, project planner, tes-
tified to the low visual impact on the
commercial business district (CBD).

The next board meeting will be
Monday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.

Westfield Council Appoints
Emergency Mgt. Personnel
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Garwood
sation for the seniors program direc-
tor, Paulette Drogan, was due to a cut
in the community block grant from
the state that funds the program, Mrs.
Tarantino said. The cut was realized
three years ago and never restored.
Since the handyman and transporta-
tion program grants increased, Mrs.
Tarantino said it was hoped the se-
niors grant would be restored to previ-
ous levels.

But when that was not realized, the
compensation had to be reduced. Mrs.
Tarantino said the position required
approximately eight hours a week and
despite the cut, there should be no
reduction in services to the seniors.

She said both matters would be put
forth for introduction and consider-
ation at the January 27 meeting.

In other matters, Mr. Nierstedt con-
tacted Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-7th)
office and prepared a letter for the
council to send to the congressman
regarding the town’s concerns over
mail delivery. The letter noted “re-
duced levels of service” over the past
five years “under the guise of ‘effi-
ciency’.”

Spurred by complaints that many
residents on Third Avenue, Fourth Av-
enue and other streets never received
the borough’s mailing that included
the garbage and recycling pickup
schedule, Mr. Nierstedt also high-
lighted the complaint that some resi-
dents receive their mail after 6 p.m.

Additionally, Mr. Nierstedt noted
the borough’s partnership with sev-
eral churches in “Souper Sunday” in
honor of Martin Luther King Day. In
concert with St. Anne’s Catholic
Church, Garwood Presbyterian
Church, St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ, the Grace Christian Fellow-
ship Church and the New Community
Church, Garwood will be collecting
cans of soup, boxes of crackers and
monetary donations January 18 or 25
for those in need.

It is the borough’s first public cel-
ebration in connection with the fed-
eral and state holiday.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The council met
on Tuesday evening for a conference
and agenda meeting. The agendas
were small and both meetings were
brief. Deputy Mayor Jo Ann Neylan
presided in the absence of Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, who was unable
to attend the meetings.

Councilman David Oliveira an-
nounced the appointment of Special
Police officers. They are John Mor-
gan, Anthony Garrigan, Patrick
Garrigan, Bruce Miller, Chris Beck,
Carmen Brocato, Scott Meseurea,
Jonathan Pierce, Jr., Robert Denny,
Robert Musacchia and Helen
Cicalese.

The council also appointed an
emergency management coordinator
and two deputies. They are Westfield
Police Chief David Wayman and
deputies Police Captain Christopher
Battiloro and Deputy Fire Chief David
Kelly.

The council passed resolutions al-

lowing the demolition of four single-
family residences. They are located
at 802 South Avenue West; 129 Golf
Edge Drive; 20 N. Wickom Drive and
627 Fourth Avenue. Additionally, the
council passed resolutions allowing
the demolition of two detached ga-
rages, located at 116 Eaglecroft Road
and 200 Woodland Avenue.

The council reappointed Kris
McAloon as the town engineer.

In other business, at the confer-
ence meeting, Gene Janotti, execu-
tive director of the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, thanked
the council for its support of all the
Chamber’s initiatives. Mary Withers,
representing the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council, also thanked the gov-
erning body for its support of the
organization’s programs.

The next council meetings will be
on Tuesday, January 27, including a
7 p.m. conference session and an 8
p.m. regular meeting, at the Munici-
pal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.
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Pipeline
The dates for January/February re-

cycling pickup were incorrectly printed
in the newsletter. The correct dates are
posted online, Commissioner
D’Ambola said.

During Monday’s workshop session,
it was revealed that the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol met Saturday, and while members
have not received an answer from Con-
gress on funding the completion of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ study
on flood-control efforts of the Rahway
River, “what we hear is positive,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Additionally on Monday, the town-
ship committee agreed to eliminate the
Conservation Utility. Mayor Kalnins
said the utility has not met since it was
enacted.

The Crane’s Ford Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) of Cranford was approved to
restore four murals at the municipal
building, resident and DAR member
Barbara Krause said. The DAR is plan-
ning a ceremony and presentation on
Saturday, March 14, at the municipal
building at noon.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
suggested the committee allocate fund-
ing to correct a lack of drainage on
Brookside Drive and to install drain
pipes underground at varying intersec-
tions of High Street.

SP Rec. Dir. Briefs New
Members on Activities
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the rec-
reation commission’s first meeting
of the year on Monday, township
Recreation Director Ray Poerio
spent nearly two hours briefing new
Township Manager Al Mirabella and
the commission’s newest members
— Luisa Bianco and Councilwoman
Rose Checchio, the township
council’s liaison — on his
department’s activities and pro-
grams.

In the 14 years that he has led
recreation efforts, Mr. Poerio said
the number of programs has more
than tripled, from 30 to more than
100. He briefly reviewed the
township’s shared services and
shared purchasing efforts with Fan-
wood and the joint board of educa-
tion, noting the savings and efficien-
cies that have been achieved.

He also praised the cooperative
efforts of the so-called “allied asso-
ciations” — the local soccer, base-
ball, lacrosse and Police Athletic
League groups — saying that “all
organizations have stepped up and
been stellar.” By working together
on such issues as field coordination,
Mr. Poerio said the youth sports
leagues realize “they’re all in it to-
gether.”

He also reviewed some of the
larger projects in recent years, in-
cluding the new ballfields at Park
Middle School, the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, Me-
morial Field and the Route 22 site
next to McDonald’s, as well as the
new soccer facility at the southside
firehouse field and the new facility
at Ponderosa Park. Many of these
projects were financed partly by
grants, and Mr. Poerio said that more
than $905,000 in grants had been
received since 2002, the highest level
of grant dollars per capita in Union
County.

He also reviewed the various im-
provements and refurbishments un-
dertaken over the past decade at
Jerseyland Park, Kramer Manor

Park, Haven Park, Green Forest Park
and Brookside Park. Except for
Green Forest, all basketball and ten-
nis courts have been renovated.

Mr. Poerio also reviewed some of
the results of a survey sent to resi-
dents last summer by the recreation
commission; it found that 82 per-
cent of the approximately 600 re-
spondents judged the township’s
parks to be in good or excellent
condition.

“Is there room for us to improve?”
Mr. Poerio asked. “Absolutely.” In
response to a question from Mrs.
Bianco about which park currently
needs the most attention, Mr. Poerio
said that due to “a lot of contro-
versy” last year, Brookside Park
would probably top his list due to
the ongoing dispute over the park’s
new pavilion, the installation of
which was halted last June because
of disputes over permits that were
not secured as well as the condition
of the pond there and slow-moving
efforts to clean it up.

Mr. Mirabella called Mr. Poerio’s
presentation a “very good overview”
and said he will meet with Mr. Poerio
to further discuss the department’s
programs. He also said he wanted to
look into placing recycling cans at
all township parks. Last week, the
manager said he preferred to have
the parks and recreation director re-
port directly to him rather than to the
independent recreation commission.
He told the council last week that he
will study the present structure to
see “if it makes sense” and whether
a change in how recreation programs
and activities are operated is a viable
option.

Michael Walsh will serve as the
commission’s chairman this year,
replacing Robert Giordanella, who
along with Pam Duthie was not re-
appointed to the commission. They
were replaced by Mrs. Bianco and a
member who has yet to be named.
The other commission members for
2015 are Linda Grimm, Andy We-
ber, Keith Guarnuccio and Shawn
Johnson.

SP Planning Board
Names New Officers

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael
Graziano was unanimously selected
to serve as chairman of the plan-
ning board for this year while
Theresa Flood was named vice-
chairwoman.

At its brief re-organization meet-
ing on Monday night, the board —
now dominated by members who
were appointed by Democratic-con-
trolled township councils in 2013
and this year — voted 9-to-0 to
approve its new officers, both of
whom joined the board two years
ago. After his selection, Mr.
Graziano thanked Paulette Coronato
for her service as chairwoman last
year.

The board also named the law
firm of Alan Roth to serve as board
attorney for this year, leading Mrs.
Coronato to question the firm’s ex-
perience in land-use issues. Mayor
Kevin Glover, another member of
the board, said the law firm in-

cludes two attorneys who have ex-
perience in planning matters.

The board also welcomed two
new members: Michael Smith and
Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
They replace William Vastine, the
former councilman who was de-
feated in last year’s election, and
former Councilman Jeff Strauss.
The other members of the board for
2015 are Joseph Doyle, Robert
LaCosta, John Thompson, Geri
Samuel and Richard Polhamus.

Mr. Graziano said appointments
to the board’s various subcommit-
tees —architectural review, budget
and finance, environmental com-
mission, issues/objectives and zon-
ing, master plan review, personnel,
rules and procedures, site plan re-
view and subdivision review —
would be announced at a later date.
The board’s next scheduled meet-
ing is Monday, January 26.

Corrections
A front-page story on coverage of

the Mountainside Borough Council
in last week’s issue should have
reported that the governing body
honored 26-year Department of
Public Works employee Thomas
Root.

Also, a caption for a photo on the
top right side of the front page of
last week’s issue should have read:
From left to right, Westfield Board
of Education Attorney Richard
Kaplow officiates the swearing-in
of newly elected Westfield Board of
Education members Peggy Oster,
Christopher Langhart and Mark
Friedman as they recite the Oath of
Office on January 6.


